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ADVERTISEMENT, 


Tur following Sermons were com- 
Poſed for the Particular edification of 
three congregations, conſiſting of 
perfons i in the middle and lower ranks 
| of life; without the moſt diſtant idea 


of their ever being ſubmitted to gene- 


ral criticiſm. 


LI 


They 


vi ADVERTISEMENT. 


They are now reluctantly produced 
to the world, not for the credit of 
the writer, but for the benefit of his 
fue unprovided daughters. 


the Author's reputation ſtands on 
much firmer bats : a long life uni- 
ormly devoted to the intereſts of 
acred learning, and the advancement 
of Chriſtian virtue. . 


The Editor . nat he may ſafely 
rely on the cando of the Public for 
thoſe proper allowances which a poſt- 
; humous Publicatic 1 the above; 
ſtated circumſtane ſeems to claim: 
not doubting but « ulat it will readily | 


3 extend 


=» 


ADVERTISEMENT. vii * 
extend that liberality to the per form- 
ance which it has ſo eminently ſhewn 
to the family of a man, who, in all 
bis labors, whether from the pulpit | 
BH the preſs, conſcientiouſly endea- 


voured to improve his fellow-creaty,. 3 


rather than to * his own bY 
ties. 


* 


T3 


: 
The Editor has only to ads, that 


the gratitude of the Author 8 Family 


is as ſincere as the benevolence of the 


Public has been great. 


Edmonton, 


Feb. 16, 1797. | Oe H. B. O. 
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ROMANS ii.—Ver. 28, 29. 


FOR HE IS NOT A JEW, WHO ts ONE OUT+= 


WARDLY ; NEITHER IS THAT CIRCUMCI- 
sox, WHICH IS OUTWARD IN THE FLESH: 


BUT HE IS A JEW, WHO IS ONE INWARDLY; 


AND CIRCUMCISION IS THAT OF THE 
HEART, IN THE SPIRIT, AND NOT IN THE 
LETTER, WHOSE PRAISE 18 NOT OF MEN, 
| BUT OF GOD. 


2 St. Paul, in the beginning of this Epiſtle, 
deſcribes the wretched and deplorable | 


ſtate, into which Mankind were univer- 


ſally fallen ;—and thence infers the great 
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4 SERMON I. 


neceſſity of ſome new diſpenſation, to 


bring them to the practice of virtue and ho- 


lineſs, in order to regain the favour of God. 


He begins his account with the character 
of the Gentiles. And theſe he ſhews, from 


a particular enumeration of their ſeveral 


vices, to be ſo depraved both in mind and 


morals, as, without the intervention of faith 


and repentance, to be in the utmoſt dan- 


ger of Ts for ever. 


The Jews were poſſeſſed of greater at 


vantages; ; and thought themſelves con- 


ſequently in a ſafer condition. They 
were in covenant with God; and had his 
law in their hands to direct their conduct. 


But this law, which they ſo much gloried in, 
had no influence on their hearts and lives. 
Their practices daily contradicted their 
profeſſion; and, inſtead of doing honour 
6 to 
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to the name of God, brought it into con- 
tempt even among the Heathens. Thus 
they perverted the means of goodneſs into 


an occaſion of more aggravated guilt; and 


by that abuſe rendered themſelves obnoxi- 5 
ous to much greater puniſhments, than 
thoſe who offended againſt a leſs perfect 
: law. 


But they deluded themſelves i into a fatal 
ſecurity ; ; and thought it impoſſible they 
could ever miſcarry while they enjoyed 


the benefit of circumciſion, which entitled 


them to the privileges of the covenant. 
To free them therefore from the power of 


this deceit, the Apoſtle acquaints them, 
that © their circumciſion would indeed 
profit them if they lived in ſtrict obe- 


B 3 


* dience to the law; and faithfully per- 
„formed the terms of the covenant but 
40 if they became tranſgreſſors of the 


« law, 


1 t JJV 

|| « Jaw, and indulged themſelves in vice 
„and immorality; their circumciſion 
© -- <6 Our By ſo far from conveying any 
| e right or benefit to them, that they might 
das well not have been circumciſed at 
„all. Nay, he aſſures them, that «the 
+ Heathens themſelves, if they led better 


— — 


„ 


ves than the Jews—if they were more 
j lj * obſervant of the law of Nature, than 
| 6+ the others were of the law of Moſes— 
c that theſe Heathens, I ſay, though they 

«+ had no circumciſion in their fleſh, were 
more truly the children of Abraham; . 

e and more entitled to the promiſes of 

« Gop; than any of the carnal Jews, who 
ll | „ had the mark of circumciſion upon 7 
| „ For, as he concludes in the 1 
| | words of my text, © He is not a Jew, 
=: * who is one outwardly ; neither is that 
N | „ cxrcumciſion, which is outward in the 


| ( fleſh; but he 18 2 Jew, who is one in- 
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SERMON I. 7 


« wardly ; and circumciſion is that of the 
ee the heart, in the ſpirit, and not in the 


(a [etter, whoſe praiſe is not of men, but 


«© of Gor.” As if he had ſaid, Every one 
that is born a Jew, and can plead his ad- 
miſſion into the covenant of Gop, is not 


therefore the real and proper Jew, to 
whom the benefits of the covenant be- 


long; nor is that the true available cir- 


cumciſion, which 1s outwardly apparent 
in the fleſh ; but he is the Jew, the Ifrae- 
lite indeed, who, in the integrity of his 
heart, yields obedience to the divine laws, 


and walks worthy of thoſe high privileges, 
which Gop has conferred upon him; and 
the true acceptable circumciſion is that of 
him, who cuts off the ſuperfluities of 


naugghtineſs, and the impurities of ſin; 


—who hath the law of righteouſneſs, 
of which circumciſion is the ſign, im- 


printed on his inner man, on his Soul 
© 3 and 


4 * 
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8 SERMON I. 
and ſpirit, —and who -therefore makes 
it the great buſineſs of his life to approve 


himſelf to God by a diligent e 
of his various s duties. 


Theſe are the remonſtrances which the 
Apoſtle thought fit to make to the Jews, 
But what are theſe remonſtrances, you'll 
ſay, to us Chriſtians ? Why, truly, they are 
important leſſons—ſuch as we may greatly 
profit by, if we are not wanting to our 
own improvement. For, only change the 
terms. put the word Chriſtian inſtead of . 
Jew, and Baptiſm in the place of Circum- 
cifion, and the text aſſumes a modern 

form exactly fits the preſent times and 
comes home with full weight into our own 
boſons. INS 


Mankind have been always prone to 
impoſe upon themſelves i in religious mat- 
ters 


SERMON I. = 
ters by vain and empty deluſions. And, if 
we compare theſe deluſions together, we 
ſhall find, that, in all Ages, and among 
all nations, they have been very ſimilar to 
each other. This may be froved by vari- 
- ous inſtances in the conduct of Jews and 

Chriſtians; who, though they differ in other 
reſpects, are yet in 75;7s unhappily uni- 
form. 125 


If the Jews relied on their Deſcent from 
Abraham truſted to their being circum- 
ciſed, and having the true Religion of Gop 
among them: if they placed their confi- 
dence in theſe outward advantages, and 
hoped to be ſaved at laſt, let them lead 
what kind of life they would: how many 
Chriſtians are there, who ſupport them- 
ſelves, and build their hopes of God's fa- 
vour, on the ſame or as weak a foundation! 1 
who truſt to their being baptized in the 
vame 


10 SERMON I. 
name of Chriſt, and to their profeſſing hi his 
Religion, for all the promiſes that he hath 


made to the faithful? But, pray, where 


üs the difference (I ſpeak with regard to 


real merit) between being natural-born 
Jews, and being born of Chriſtian pa- 


rents ? between an outward Circumciſion, 


and an outward Baptiſm ? between an ex- 


| ternal Profeſſion of the Law of Moſes, and 
an external Profeſſion of the Goſpel of 


_ Chriſt? 


fooliſh notions, how can we poſhbly ex- 


If we chink their Pri- 
vileges to be of no value without the ad- 


culpate ourſelves 5 


dition of a holy Life; then what can ot 


Privileges avail us, unleſs we live anſwer- 


ably to them! ? They are indeed of great 


uſe, as means and inſtruments of virtue; 


but if we do not make that uſe of them, 


they only ſerve to increaſe our condemna- 


tion. 


If we blame the Jews for their 


3 88 
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SERMON I. 11 


tion. Baptiſm and the other Ordinances 


of Religion were not eſtabliſhed for their 


own ſake; but for further and nobler Ends: 
that we might be obliged and enabled 


thereby to follow the example of our Sa- 
viour Chriſt; and live up to the Precepts 


he has given us. And wo be to us, if they 


have not at laſt this effect upon us! 


Again: if the Jews depended on the pro- 
feſſion of Religion, and reſted for Salva- 


tion on their Knowledge of the Law ; how 
many Chriſtians are there among us, who | 
turn the Goſpel into mere ſpeculation, and 
judge of the proficiency they have made 
under it by the ſoundneſs of their Faith, 
and the orthodoxy of their Opinions? 
who are for ever adjuſting what they ſhould 


believe ; and never trouble themſelves with 


: what they ſhould profiiſe ? But is not this | 


a very 


2 very wrong repreſentation of Chriſtiani- 


are then only in the way to be happy, 
= when we are ſo wiſe as to ao them. What- 
ever knowledge of Chriſt and his Religion 
any of us may pretend to, ſtill it behoves | 


bis Commandments. And he that ſaith, ; 
He knoweth him, and keepeth not his 


is of morality.” He deceives himſelf, and 


ward and ſhadowy part of their Religion, 
than in cultivating inward and ſubſtantial 


12 SERMON JI. 


ty? For though we #now the things of it 
ever ſo well, yet our Saviour aſſures us, we 


us to remember, that hereby alone we 
can be ſure that we know him, if we keep 
commandments, is as void of truth, as he 
will be finally wretched, 

Moreover, if the Jews expreſſed greater 
zeal for the rituals and ceremonials, than 


for the moral duties of the law ; if they 
were more exact in performing the out- 


Ho- 


SERMON I. 13 
Holineſs; how many Chriſtians are there, 
who are deeply tinctured with the ſame 
principles; and run after them into the 
like practices? who are very ſcrupulous in 
the obſervance of ſome religious acts, and 
intolerably negligent in the practice of 
others ? How many perſons are there in 
the world, who continually pray for grace 
to amend, and yet never exert the leaſt 
care to ſuppreſs their ſinful and vicious in- 
| clinations ? How many do we ſee, who | 
are ſtrict, perhaps, in keeping the Sab- 
bath, and every day of the week after 
make ſhipwreck of their faith, and a good 
_ conſcience ? Nay, how many are there 
who approach the altar, and. ſolemnly vow 
obedience to the Almighty; and yet in- 
ſtantly return to the commiſſion of thoſe 
ſins, which juſt before they had promiſed 
to renounce ? 


But 


ble, they ſhould add to them the inward 
devotion of their ſouls. True religion is 


is ſo far from reſting in the outward pri- 
vileges he enjoys ; that he makes thoſe 
very privileges an argument to himſelf, 


that opens the way to a good action. He 
endeavours to yield an univerſal obedience 


14 SERMON I. 


But in vain do they thus worſhip Go, 
To render theſe outward ſervices accepta- 


a vital principle, regulating the whole 
conduct of life. It makes a man a new 
creature; and ſubdues every thing in him, 
that exalts itſelf againſt the diſcipline of 
Curisr. He who is truly actuated by it; 


for working out his ſalvation with more 
fear and trembling—well knowing, that 
the greater his advantages are, the greater 
his obligations to improve by them. 


Accordingly, he watches every opportu- 
nity, and lays hold of every incidence, 


SERMON I. 15 
to the laws of Gop. He never overvalues 
I ' ſome kind of duties to the diſparagement 
bk others; but gives every duty its due 
place in his eſteem ; and 1s ready to ſhew 
the ſincerity of his regard, by complying 
with it as occaſion requires. In all this, 
however, he has no view to the praiſe of 
men, but only to the approbation of Gop. 
It is the conſcience of his duty that i is the 
great ſpring of all his actions; and there- 
fore he is always conſiſtent always like 
himſelf ;—as religious and devout in pri- 
vate, as he is in public as careful of 
himſelf and his proceedings when nobody 
Tees him, as when the eyes of the world 
= are fixed upon him. Yet, he is far from 
3 aſſuming on this account, What he has 
been enabled to do he aſcribes entirely to 
the goodneſs of Gop; and humbly applies 


3 


1 
"3 
* 


it to his glory. He 1 is ſtill in his own ap- 
prenenſion an unprofitable ſervant ; he 
: has 


16 SERMON I. 
has done his benefactor no good“ he 
< has only done what he ought to do; “ 
and therefore pleads no merit. But with 
Gop he knows there 18 mercy ; and as he 
has already derived from his grace the power 
of ſerving him in the manner he has done; 


Perfect, but nen lervices., 


tianity: And he that has theſe characters 


one that is now in the favour of Gop; 


of the Law, or the profeſſors of the Goſpel, 


tl 
"EX 
= * 


ſo he hopes to receive, from the ſame 
grace, in futurity, the reward of thoſe im- 


Theſe are the genuine marks of Chriſ- 
upon him, is a real and ſincere Chriſtian: 


and ſhall hereafter enjoy the promiſes of 
the Goſpel. No other pretences, no pri- 
vileges, no endowments, will ever ſtand us 
in any ſtead. For they are not the hearers 


but the doers and obſervers of it, that 3 
ſhall be juſtified, Therefore, we mult | 
ſuffer 
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SERMON. I. 17 
ſuffer our Religion to ſink | deep. into our 
hearts; and to produce the fruits of righ- 

teouſneſs in our lives; if we mean to be 
the better ; nay, if we mean not to be the 
worſe, for the profeſſion of it. We muſt 
carefully apply it—to the government of 
our paſſions—to the improvement of our 
diſpoſitions—and to the reformation of our 


lives and manners. If it can become us to 


ſuppoſe any one time fitter than another 


for taking ſuch pains with ourſelves ; 


when, I beſeech you, can the good work : 


be more ſeaſonably undertaken, than at 


this very time? The time that opens a 


new ſcene of life, by introducing us into 


a new year. And may the new year, we 


are now commencing, effectually inſpire 


us with new reſolutions of employing it 


better than we have done the laſt! When 
this is ſincerely determined upon, and we 
live like thoſe who mult give an account, 


S then 


18 SERMON I. 


then theſe additions or lengthenings of 
life become a matter of real joy. For, the 
the more ſervice we pay, the greater re- 
ward we ſhall be ſure to receive. But let 
us in no wiſe deceive ourſelves by falſe cal- 
culations ; and, becauſe the Sun is re- 


turned to the ſame point of the Heavens 


that he was in a year ago; imagine our- 
ſelves to be alſo in the ſame ſituation, and 
the ſame ſtate of life. In truth, our cir- 
cumſtances are now very different from 
what they were a year ago. The ſtate of 


our accounts is greatly altered ; and the 
time when we ſhall be called to deliver 


them up, is ſo much the nearer to us. 


How many have been called upon already, 


within the compaſs of this laſt revolution, 
who promiſed to themſelves as long a con- 


tinuance, as any of us can reaſonably do ? 


Think then of their fate: and let that 
thought inſtruct you—whether you ought 
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in . prudence to rely on finiſhing the 
_ courſe of his year, which you are now 


entering And whether you ought not 


fo to begin it, as to reſolve that it 
ſhall be a new year to you, in the moſt. 
chriſtian and beneficial ſenſe. This we 
certainly owe to the diſtinguiſhing pro- 


vidence of Gop, whoſe goodneſs in our 
preſervation calls for the thanks of living 


to his glory. This we certainly owe to 


ourſelves, whoſe happineſs depends upon 


well-doing ; and whoſe time otherwiſe 
employed, ſerves only to increaſe the mi- 
ſeries of eternity. 


Let the time paſt of our lives therefore 


ſuffice us to have wrought the will of the 
Gentiles; and to have indulged the ſen- 


ſual inclinations of our hearts. And let 


us ſo number the days that are yet to come, 
as to apply our thoughts unto true wiſ- 
; C2. dom; i 


— — cy qe . — — — —— - — = 
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dom ;—to that wiſdom which is from 
above, and which ſeeks the things that 
are above. Things that will endure, when 
weeks, months, and years ſhall be no 
more ; but things that are fitted to make 
us happy, who ſhall likewiſe ſurvive the 


ruins of time. To the enjoyment of which 


things—even a glorious inheritance re- 


ſerved in Heaven for us.—Gop, of his in- 


finite mercy, bring us all, through Jzsvs 
Carisr our Lokp, to whom with the Fa- 
THER, and the HoLy Gnosr, be aſcribed 
all honour, &c. Amen. 
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LUKE xv. Ver. 21. 


— 


BEHOLD, THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS WITH= 


d 


IN YOU, 


I: is manifeſtly of the utmoſt impor- 
tance, that every Chriſtian be well inſtruct- 
ed, and firmly ſettled in the Faith : that he 
be fully perſuaded, and thoroughly con- 
vinced, by good arguments, of the truth 
and Authority of the Goſpel. And good 
arguments indeed there are, drawn both 


C 4 from 
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from its internal and external character 


which prove it to be truly derived from 


 Gop, Of all the various proofs that might 
be urged, I ſhall at preſent inſiſt only on 
one; but that ſuch an one as every Man, 


who impartially conſults the dictates of his 


own heart, muſt acknowledge at once to 


be ſufficiently plain, and at the ſame time 


ſufficiently concluſive, 


We have been, ſomehow, ſo much ac- 


cuſtomed to ſeek abroad, in outward teſti- 


monies, for the proofs and evidences of 


Chriſtianity, that we have never properly 


attended to that ſtrongeſt proof of all, 


which exiſts at home, in our ward per- 


ceptions. The text is adapted to correct 


this miſtake ; and to put us upon a right 


inquiry. It aſſures us, that the Kingdom 


of God, or, as I conſider it, „the Truth 
of the Goſpel,” is to be diſcovered © with- 


In 


1 5 8 

3 

IP 

+ US 
2 
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ea 


in us.“ And this diſcovery it exhorts us 
alſo to behold to obſerve and take no- 
tice of; as a thing that is of infinite weight 
and moment: conducive to our happineſs 


in teveral rene 


mY 


trine of the text is founded on a certain 


maxim, fo plain and perpicuous in tl 


as to be here taken tor granted. The 


maxim I mean is this. That the percep- 
tions of human nature are exactly correſ- 


pondent with the declarations of ſcripture: . 


and that conſequently they bear mutual 
teſtimony to each other.” And who, that 
examines the contents of the Goſpel, and 
compares them with the ſentiments of his 


own mind, can ever doubt the truth 9 


this maxim; ? When we make the compari- 
ſon, it obtrudes itſelf upon us; and forces 


us 


— — —ä-—ͤ—EK„ĩ — 
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But en I come to difcufs this point, 
it may be of ule to obſerve, that the doc- 


26 SERMON II. 
us to acknowledge its truth and reality. 
No echo can anſwer more clearly to the 


voice that raiſes it, than the ſentiments of 
our hearts anſwer to what the Goſpel prea- 


ches to us. And this I ſhall now endea- 


vour to ſhew to be the ſhorteſt and ſureſt 


of all methods to diſcover and aſcertain the 


truth of the 9 


e ee 


pel are thoſe which relate to our Fall, and 


our Redemption. By the doctrine of the 
Fall we are repreſented as depraved and 
ſinful creatures; ſtrangely diſordered in 


our faculties and affections; ; miſerably ali- 


enated from God and goodneſs; and per- 
verſely inclined to vice and immorality. 


Need we any book, but the book of our 
own hearts ; ; need we any teſtimony, but 


the teſtimony of our own conſciences, to 
be convinced of the truth of this doctrine ? 


When 
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When we look into ourſelves, and calm- 


ly attend to what paſſes within us; do we 


not find, do we not Feel, that we are all 
great and grievous ſinners, hurried on by 


unruly paſſions, and betrayed into ruin by 


corrupt appetites? And what now is the 


language of this ſad diſorder we feel 


within: Does it not plainly tell us, not 
in the ſound of words, but by the leſs am- 
biguous voice of Nature, that we are all 


fallen creatures funk far below that up- 


right ſtate, in which a good and gracious 
Gop muſt have originally created us ? 


And yet, even in this ſinful, diſordered 
ſtate, have we not a certaindiſlike to our vices 
—2 certain abhorrence of wicked actions? 


N ay, have we not innate love for virtue 
and goodneſs—a lively ſenſe of their being 


proper for us ? Are we not aſhamed, when 
we act unworthy of ourſelyes—and glad, 


when 
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when we appear. to have good qualities 1 
What then is this contrariety we feel — 

this proneneſs to ill, and this ſtruggle 

againſt it? What 1s it! but the voice of 
our Nature proclaiming again, in the moſt 

expreſſive manner, that we are redeemed 
creatures: that there is in us an inward 

% Redeemer, a light of the mind, a ſeed 
of goodneſs, an inſtinct to virtue—mer- 
* cifully given us by our heavenly Father 
66 upon the fall, to be the foundation of 
our future recovery.” 


What then does the Goſpel ſay- to us 
of the fall of man, that our hearts do not 
alſo ſay? Or what does it ſay to us of our 
redemption, that is not alſo ſaid to us by 
the ſtate of our own ſouls? For, if we 
were not fallen, how could we labour un- 
der ſo much corruption ? And if we were 
not redeemed, how could we feel a diflike 


of 
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of ſin? How could we obtain an inclina- 
tion to goodneſs, and a deſire of appear- 
ing virtuous For, what elſe is this de- 
fire of goodneſs, but a certain inward 
principle that has begun our redemption, 
and is labouring to carry it on? 


To render this labour effectual is the 
whole deſign of the Chriſtian religion. 
All its doctrines, all its precepts, and all 
its inſtitutions, have an immediate rela- 
tion, and direct tendency, to this end—a 
direct tendency to ſuppreſs and eradicate 
the evi of our nature, and to ſtrengthen 
and improve the good that is in us, till it 
finally become triumphant. 


Ij be truth of this will evidently appear 
by a brief conſideration of particulars. 


Of the two poſitive iuſtitutions of Reli- 
| gion, the © frſ, that 1 is, Baptiſim, admits us 
| into 
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into the Chriſtian church; and endows us 
with ſuch means, as may enable us to cor- 
rect our original depravity; and to go on 
advancing in virtue and goodneſs. 


And if, in conſequence of the privileges 
which Baptiſm confers upon us, we are 
careful to perform the obligations of it, 
we ſhall perceive our nature continually 
growing more improved ; ; and our good 
diſpoſitions becoming of courſe more : 
ſtrengthened and confirmed. 


But ſince the very beſt of us, in this 
frail ſtate, cannot with all our care, keep 
ourſelves clear of all offences; therefore 
the other inſtitution, the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, was appointed and ordained 
as the means of reconciling us again, on 
our ſincere repentance, to our offended 
Father; and of obtaining from him far- 
ther 
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ther ſupplies of his heavenly grace, to in- 
vigorate our powers for better ſervices. 
And when we duly and devoutly partake 
of this Sacrament, do we not find our diſ- 
poſitions meliorated Our love of Gop and 
goodneſs increaſed—and ourſelves, i in con- 
ſequence, carried on with more ardent 


zeal towards every thing virtuous and 
praiſe-worthy ? 


How ſuitable then are theſe inflitutions 
to the frame of our nature, and the exi- 
gencies of our condition? And who could 
apply them with ſuch effect to the benefit 
and improvement of man, but He who. 
„knew what was in Man,” and by what 
means he was to be raiſed and perfected ? 


To help us forwards in the way of per- 
fection, the preceprs of the Goſpel come 
next to our aſſiſtance, and offer themſelves 


48 
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as our guides. Thoſe which are negative, 
forbidding evil, plainly ſhew, us all the 
vices we ſhould ſtrive to avoid ; and thoſe 
which are affirmative, directing to good, 
point out to us the virtues we ſhould la- 
bour to attain. 


If we compare theſe precepts with the 
dictates of our moral ſenſe, how conforma- 
ble are they to each other? and how uſt it 
is to conclude, that He who planted in us 
that moral ſenſe muſt be likewiſe the 
author of thoſe moral precepts. 


The ſentiments of Human Nature and 
the precepts of religion ſpeak exactly the 
ſame language; and both, the language 
of Gov. For what does the Goſpel for- 
bid, but what reaſon tells us is wrong to 
be done? Or, what does the Goſpel en- 
Join, but what reaſon always recommends f 
| to 
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33 


do our practice? And when we ſtrictly 


follow theſe. Goſpel rules—when we are 
ſtudious to avoid evil, and zealous in the 
performance of good works, do we not 


find ourſelves improved accordingly, and 


dignified by the approbation of our own 
minds: | 


But theſe precepts, however reaſonable, 
are not of themſelves always ſufficient to 
engage and ſecure our obſervance: they 


ſtand in need of proper ſan®ions, to give 


them weight, force, and authority. Such 
ſanctions therefore the declarations of the 


| Goſpel exhibit to us—by ſhewing us the 
happy or miſerable conſequences, that re- 


ſpectively attend our good or evil ac- 


tions, through the courſe of time, and 
through the ages of eternity. And theſe 


conſequences we may obſerve, though they 
ſeem to flow from the conſtitution of Na- 
Wo 


ture, 
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ture, are yet always ſet before us, either 
by way of rewards propoſed, or puniſh- 
ments denounced, rather than as ſimple 
predifions, that they might ſink deeper 
into our minds, and have more influence 
on our practice. TE 


With reſpe& to 7/5 world, the Scrip- 
ture expreſsly affirms, that“ peace and 
© happineſs will be our certain lot, as 


long as we are followers of that which F 


<« is go0d;” but, if we deviate into the 
paths of wickedneſs, the ſame Scripture 
poſitively declares that “pain and ſor- 
« row, diltreſs and anguiſh, miſery and 
« unhappineſs, will, ſooner or later, be 
« ſure to overtake us.“ And does not the 
conſtitution of Nature, and our own ex- 
perience of its operations, vouch for the 
truth of this declaration? A declaration 
that could be aſcertained by none, but by 
Him alone who created man ; and who, 
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from the beginning determined, how dif- 
ferently he ſhould be affected in different 
e, 


Theſe different affections we accordingly 


feel. We have always in our minds a 


ſenſe of happineſs when we act aright; 


7 and a ſenſe of miſery when we behave 
= wickedly. And theſe different ſenſations, 


were we to continue for ever in this world, 


would alſo for ever attend us, according 
to our different conduct. And fince this 
world and the next are confeſſedly but 
two parts of one uniform moral ſyſtem, 
does not reaſon ſtrongly ſuggeſt, that thoſe 
[ actions, habits, and diſpoſitions, which 
contributed to our happineſs or miſery in 


the preſent life, will neceſſarily be attended 


with ſimilar effects in the life which is to 
come ? and that we ſhall therefore be 
ET eternally 
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eternally wretched or otherwiſe, as we have 
been READ good or bad ? 


Now, what Reaſon 8 the Goſpel 


confirms. For, it plainly aſſerts, that in 


a future ſtate, ©* every one will be ſen. 
« tenced to receive the things done in his 


body, according to that he hath done, 


« whether it be good or evil;” and that, 


in conſequence of this ſentence, the 


„wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting 


: 6c puniſhment, but the righteous into life 


60 eternal. 5 


Theſe are the ſanctions that urge our 
obſervance of the divine laws: and if theſe 
ſanctions fail of their effect, nothing fur- 


ther remains to be offered. For, higher 


motives cannot be propoſed to the under- 


Panding of man, than thoſe which reſult 


_ 
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conſt <deration of endleſs 
tor- 


torments and of life eternal —Here there- 
fore revelation cloſes; and leaves us to 


make our choice. 


Now, whilſt we have it in our power to 
chooſe, we cannot ſurely but chooſe /:ife. 
But, if we are earneſt in this choice, let us 
be careful to remember, that * if we 
% would enter into life, we muſt keep the 
0 commandments' muſt obſerveand obey 
the rules of the Goſpel : rules, which our 
| Saviour has kindly given us for our gui- 
dance and dire&tion—rules, which He has 


graciouſly exemplified for our uſe and en- 


couragement. 


But to become, as we ought, truly ob- 
ſervant of theſe rules, and faithful to the 
calls of duty, we muſt previouſly be en- 
dowed with a love to Gov, and a liking 


3 3 
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to virtue and goodneſs. For we Can never 


37 


ha- 


habitually act well, unleſs we are habitu - 
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ally well diſpoſed. Now, to improve in us 
_ theſe neceſſary good diſpoſitions to * 
ſpire our hearts with divine love; to in- 


cline our affect ions to true piety; and to 
quicken our power in the exerciſe of it; 
is the great end, as I have already ob- 


ſerved, and the ſole aim of thoſe religious 


ſervices, which the Goſpel ſo ſtrenuouſly 
recommends to our own uſe. For thoſe 


| ſervices were purpoſely eſtabliſhed, that 


« we might profit thereby.” And admi- 


rably : are they adapted, if duly performed, 


to become profitable to us :—to be the 
means of making us © holy, harmleſs, un- 
defiled, ſeparate from ſinners, and at laſt 
partakers of the kingdom of Heaven.“ 


As therefore we value theſe yirtuous en- 


dowments, and wiſh to attain theſe hea- 
venly bleſſings, let us always be careful 
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to © give diligent attendance, to reading,” 


to inſtruction, to prayer, to meditation; 
and all the ordinances of Religion ; more 


eſpecially to the devout celebration of the 
holy Sacrament—that moſt exalted, moſt 


divine, moſt heart-enlivening portion of 
all Chriſtan worſhip. 


To negle&, as is cuſtomary with too 
many to neglect theſe ſacred ordinances, 
is, alas! to neglect our own good. It is, 
3 3 oh dreadful conſideration !- 1t 1s, to de- 
= prive ourſelves of © the means of grace,“ 

and to extinguiſh in ourſelves the hope 


of glory,” For what hope can we have 


of attaining at laſt the end of our cal- 


„ling; the ſalvation of our ſouls;“ if we 
preſumptuouſly deſpiſe thoſe very means, 


which Gop has appointed for the attain- 
ment of it? He, who created us in a 
ſtate of innocence, and who had compal- 
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ſion upon us when we corrupted ourſelves, 
beſt knew the method that would inſure 
our recovery. That method is compriſed 
in the eſtabliſhed ordinances of Religion, 
Which ordinances, faithfully obſerved, 
will enable us, partly by their natural fit- 


neſs, and partly by ſupernatural grace an- 


nexed, to correct the perverſeneſs of our 
evil diſpoſitions, and to improve in the 


virtues of a holy life. 


Tf the world and its temptations ſhould 
aſſault our integrity, and labqur to ſeduce 
us from the right path; let us look for- 
ward to the iſſue of things to thoſe eter- 
nal rewards and puniſhments, that finally 


await us in another ſtate. They are 


more than ſufficient to outweigh all other 
conſiderations. For what has the world 
to offer, either in terrours or in allure- 
ments, that is worthy to be compared 


with 
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with thoſe joys and torments ; which 


heaven and hell preſent to our view ? 
And what folly is it, to be influenced by 
the light, the tranſient occurences of time, 
in preference to the momentous, the ever- 


laſting concerns of eternity? 


Ihe ſum of the whole is this We have 
a revealed religion propoſed for our ac- 
ceptance, to whoſe truth and divine au- 
thority our own hearts and conſciences 


bear ample teſtimony. The great deſign 


of this religion is, to correct what is wrong, 


and to improve what ! 18 right, in our na- 


ture: its great deſign is, to make us virtu- 


ous and holy in this life, that we may be 
eternally happy in the other. With this 


view it lays before us juſt and perfect rules 


of conduct; Which it enjoins us carefully 


to obſerve. To diſpoſe us the better to 


obſerve them, it preſcribes to our uſe. cer- 
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tain ordinances, adapted to ſuppreſs our 


carnal inclinations, and to raiſe our affec- 
tions to ſpiritual things. And to engage 
us the more firmly to cultivate in ourſelves | 
theſe good diſpoſitions, as well as to prac- 
tiſe the duties of our ſtations, it opens a 
proſpect into the other world, and ſets be- 
fore us the glorious rewards annexed to 
virtue, and the dreadful puniſhments ad- 
judged to vice: rewards and puniſhments 


that will laſt for ever. 


Having 8 my dearly beloved, ſuch 


view of things before our eyes; | having | 
ſuch promiſes of happineſs on the one 
hand, and ſuch denunciations of miſery on 
the other; how much does it concern us, 


in point of wiſdom, in point of duty, in 


point of intereſt, to attend diligently to the 


voice of Religion! and, in obedience to its 
Precepts 


238 n er Sr 42 * 2 7 L 4 * . 8 . vx " Pn "WE dV ts, ot TI IP OS RD. Ye 5 - . 
N N Pr D / r 4. ak 29 . 3 4 BEES i ” 0 „eee, , . 2p Oe i a i no ag > 75 * a SIE, MS works 8 . N 353 ; 7 — phe 
J TT one a oo: Rb ES RE TE lo ͤ dd TE OE RE SE 0 Eee oo dE Eos len”, 622 ng re AG ry hy Ne RE 2 
oo wh 5 „33777777 T F Ha Co NE RET, 5 N EE * — 0 ( et; 2 D Por 8 1 ö F „ En SR 3 2 . * c A fs IO I lp 3 — 2 
P Wo 8 FFF 8 3 3 r 2 * k { 2 8 0 3 3 S > ron 3 bes 2 OSA” l «rs RIGS 7 . F b © 6. 3 7 8 $5 $a. Mrs r id 45:4 © FTA 2 * [ 
c AS 5 c Ee Es Es 12 1 — r W E Ries 2 r 928 W * 4 y 8 S a A \ % A 31 = 7 3 c J - RR es a * N N 9 I 5 ; 
*x Bans 1 7 I 8 8 N nen E rs es EE dd en ML EN 5 ö bg 3 I. W er. io n 2 8 RES” -» "tes ha, N _ 4 8 3 2 — A K 8 „ 2 * _ $< = 
* #4 8 uw, . . - 928 ie 2 > mc „ n I, a x8 LE” r n n wa 2 & . : _— 3 * 7 4. Yd 88 . : 44 - £ n FS es % 
- 4 « . « : 4 2 2 „ - * : n e a IS eG RISE CO 1 : 1 8.25 1 ar E 4 FS ai, i - 9 & A 3 = 7 we, 2 OSS. - N 5 4 = > 5k 0 e = 
” N A . 7 nd q * 2 ALE EIT. r 8 WU * 1 8 ret r WEE OE ICS Sy LET Ig 5 n * 5 — 2 8-17 . 3 Wc $2 ere, = > RT YL; 
4 0 * : 4 ; 8 1 2 * 1 . 8 £ aſe oe * 3 3 ET EN © = 1 > LY Reo”. pI: S e RE, . * r 72 * 8 .* 
e . _ 1 * » ” 4 8 * 1 ** 3 p : "3,2 5 > > 2 * . 


* Dag 4 4 ” 
FCC er 5 
CRE IE oa SER 0/4 RIPE N 
5 5 Ca 25S * ö 2 ö 
5 8 W Hs 3 8 


D "TX Las 
— Les — — — 2 2 - _ — Ons —.— a 2 ds EB "IA — — — — 2 Ss Los 3 : IE >" 3 — — — . Be” IF . . - —_ — = r 4 
— * Ac — r _— — > Gm : — S Dee — — £ 5 


5 2 — - 2 _ * y FEY 2 — i h — 2 wn — 8 8 — — 
—— y n - 5 — 3 20 IVES a * — - 22 - — — 


43 


precepts, to cleanſe ourſelves from all fil. 
he fear of 
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f life, and from every ſenſual affec- 
is 


perfect 


tion, 
Gop !” 


rities o 


thineſs of fleſh and ſpirit—from all impu- 
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2 MATTHEW xi.—2, 3. 


NOW WHEN JoHN HAD HEARD IN THE : PRISON 


THE WORKS OF CHRIST, HE SENT TWO OP 


| HIS DISCIPLES, AND SAID UNTO HIM, ART 
THOU HE THAT SHOULD COME, OR DO WE 
LOOK FOR ANOTHER ? 


4 a 
9 I—_ 
— - 


M V intention, in this diſcourſe, is not 
to inculcate any particular doctrine; but 
to explain to you at large that portion of 
Scripture, which was Juſt now read for 
the Goſpel of the day; a portion of Scrip- 
ture that juſtly merits a very full and cri- 


tical 
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tical examination; as it has been often 
variouſly, but moſt egregiouſly ill-inter- 15 
preted, not only to the detriment of the 
ſenſe, but alſo to the diſparagement of ? 
the Baptiſt's character. | 


From the queſtion here propoſed—Art 
thou he that ſhould come, or do we look 
for another? —ſome of our commentators 
have inferred, that Joun the BayrisrT, at 
this time, greatly doubted whether Jzsvs 
was indeed the promiſed Mess1an; an 

inference in no wiſe countenanced by the 
text. For ſurely He, who bore ſuch am- 
ple and repeated teſtimonies to the bleſſed 
Jzsvs—who /aw the Spirit deſcending upon 
him—who heard him proclaimed from 
Heaven the Son of God—who himſelf 
pointed to him as the lamb of Gop that 
taketh away the fins of the world—and | 
who earneſtly exhorted all the people to be- N 
lieve 
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lieve in him, and to obey him: He, I ſay, 
who, through the courſe of his miniſtry, 
made ſuch open and ſolemn declarations 


"i in favour of Cnxisr, can never be ſup- 


poſed to doubt at laſt, of his being the 
perſon that was to come, —that! is, the long 
expected Mxss IAE. 


Hence then, others have concluded, that 
the Baptiſt did not ſend this meſſage on his 
own account, but purely for the fake and 
conviction of his diſciples with a view 
to ſet them right in their notions; and to 
= confirm them in the belief of Jes being 
Z the true MEsSTAH. But this concluſion | 18 
alſo wrong. For the anſwer here given, 
being directed to Jonx himſelf, plainly 
ſhews, that He, and not his diſciples, w Was 
chiefly concerned in the 1 inquiry. 


8 
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Accordingly, others again have ima- 
gined, that the whole is the Baptiſt's own 
tranſaction; who, being now, they ſup— 
poſe, depreſſed in mind, and impatient of 
confinement, ſent this meſſage to our SA. 
VIOUR in a ſullen mood, as thinking him- 
ſelf overlooked and neglected. For thus 
they interpret the words. If thou art 


39 


the CuRIST,“ one of whoſe characters it 3 
i, -5* 0 proclaim lüberty to the captives, 15 
and the opening of the priſon to them 

40 that are bound; how 1s it, that I, who 

0 prepared thy way before thee, am now 
i ſuffered to lie thus uſeleſs in priſon ; and 
6 not rather releaſed, even by a miracle, 

« to be further aſſiſting in the propaga- 
« tion of Religion ?'” But this interpre- 

tation alſo, 18 as far diſtant from the truth 
of the caſe, as it is diſcordant from the 


| Baptiſt's conduct, 


The 
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The conduct of the Baptiſt was always 
ſedate; and all his proceedings were ever 
conformable to the ſtate and condition of 
things. The meſſage which he now ſent 
to CHRIST, was founded on a peculiar cir- 
cumſtance: and, however it may ſound at 
firſt hearing, was certainly meant, not to 
bring our Savious's title into doubt; but 
to ſet it in a clear and proper light. The 
ground of the Baptiſt's queſtion lay in 
this —He had received a revelation from 
Heaven, which aſſured him, that upon 
« whom he ſhould /ee the Spirit deſcending, 
„and remaining upon him, the ſame is he 
© who is the fon of Gop, and the promiſed 
bas, Mgss14 H.“ 


Now, Joun ſaw the Spirit 1 upon 
our Saviour; and accordingly teſtified of 
him. But whether the Spirit ſtill remained 
with him, and ever gded upon him :— — 
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This was a point, which the Baptiſt, be- 
ing always abſent, could not determine. 


And yet, it was the very point, of which 


it concerned him, for the completion of 


his teſtimony, to be well aſcertained. And 
the meſſage, in reality, was nothing more 


than a requeſt to be ſatisfied in this par- 
ticular. 


The power of working miracles the 


Baptiſt readily allowed to be a full and 


clear manifeſtation of the Spirit. But 


ſuch a power he himſelf had never ſeen 


exerciſed by our,Savious. When, there- 


fore, he had heard in the priſon of fome -3 
miraculous works being done by Cazisr ; 
as he could not go himſelf to be certified 


of them, he ſent Te of his diſciples, as 


legal witneſſes of what might happen; and 
by them ſaid unto Irsus—“ Art thou he 


6 that ſhould come, or do we look for 


* 


. another 
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another?“ that is, in other words, and in 
me Baptiſt's own language, I ſaw the Spi- 
nit deſcending upon thee—but, Art thou 
he upon whom the Spirit was continually 
: ; | to remain ? And canſt thou, by working 
9 miracles, make it viſible to the world, that 
YN he ſtill remaineth on thee ? That this is 
the true ſenſe and meaning of the queſtion, 
3 is evident from the account that immedi - 
2 ately follows: For thus the Evangeliſt 
; f proceeds“ And in that ſame hour—in 
5 a | « the very hour that the queſtion was put 
to him, Jesvs cured many of their in- 
. L „ firmities and plagues, and of evil ſpirits ; 
| : ; and unto many that were blind he gave 
| 1 * ſight.” Then ſaid he unto the meſſen- 
1 gers, Go your way, and tell Joun what 
4 * things ye have ſeen and heard how that 
1 L | © the blind ſee, the lame walk, the lepers | 
ö , © are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the dead iq 
1 LF e |} | 
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gare raiſed, and to the poor the Golpel 
6 18 preached.” nl 


From theſe mibnchs which the meſſen- 


gers had ſeen, and which they afterwards 


faithfully related, the baptiſt could not but 


cConclude, that the Spirit ſtill remained up- 
on CnnIST, and that conſequently he was 
the true Meſſiah—the real Perſon that was 
to come nor were they to look for ano- 


ther. For the miracles performed by our 
Saviour, are both for their number and 
quality, ſo peculiar to the Mxsslan, that 
they cannot be attributed to any other per- 
ſon. Joan, being thus convinced, that 
Jesus was the perſon foretold by the Pro- 
phets, he now began, it. ſeems, to infuſe 
into his diſciples the fame opinion—to re- 
_ commend him to their acknowledgment 
as the redeemer of Iſrael and to perſwade 


them to adopt him as their proper and 
7 rightful 


CW 
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rightful maſter. This exhortation had its 
due and full effect upon them, For we 
find, that, after the Baptiſt's death, his 
diſciples came to Jesvs; followed him; 
and continued their attendance upon him. 


In this light the whole tranſaction ap- 
pears natural, reaſonable, and intereſt- 


in g hat the circumſtances of things led 


Joux to do—and what when done, ulti- 


mately contributed to a glorious pur- 
poſe to the confirmation of our Savioux's 


divine miſſion, and to the furtherance and 


advancement of his Goſpel in the world. 


But notwithſtanding the weight and va- 


lidity of this additional and final teſtimony, 


which the Baptiſt gave in favour of CHRILSTH; 


yet was it neceſſary to obviate ſome preju- 


dices, which the populace might entertain 


againſt it, Accordingly We. read, that, 


E 4 
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56 SERMON III. 
when the meſſengers of Jonx were depart- 
ed, Jxsus began to ſpeak unto the people 


concerning Jonn, and concerning, what 
might appear to them, the ſeeming varia- 
| bleneſs of his conduct. The whole diſ- 


courſe, in connexion with what went be- 


tore, may be thus paraphraſed. « You 
went unto JohN ſome. time ago; and he 
bare expreſs witneſs that I was the true 
Mess:1an.—You have heard the meſſage 
which he ſent now—and what would you 


deduce from thence 2?” Seems he to be 
% reed ſhaken by the wind—” a man 
wavering in his teſtimony, and unſtable | in 


his opinion! ? No. You will find! him uni— 


formly fleady and conſtant unto the end. 
Or, think you that he flattered me like 


a courtier, in hopes of being advanced | 


to ſuperior eminence in my ſuppoſed = 


temporal kingdom? That you cannot 
think: for the auſterity of his life, ſo con- 
tray 
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trary to the ſoftneſs of a court, is an evi- 
dent proof, that he had no view to, nor 
any regard for, the honours, profits and 
pleaſures of the world—and as plain a 
proof, that my kingdom, for which he 
prepared you, is not likewiſe of this world. 
What then are you to conclude ? that heis 


a PRO⁰HET? yea; and a greater PRoPHET 


than any that went before him. For they 
propheſied only of my coming ; but he 


pointed me out as already come for of me 
he {aid, ** behold the Las of GOD.“ But 


nevertheleſs, tho" among them that are 
torn of women, there hath not ariſen a 
greater PrRoPHET than Joun the Baptiſt; 
yet be aſſured, that he who is born of the 
Spirit, and duly inſtructed in the Goſpel- 
Doctrine, is far greater than he- Knows 
ſeveral important truths, of which Joun 


could have no conception; z and 1 is enabled 


to 
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to reach thoſe ſublimer virtues, for which 
Jonx was not fully qualified. 


How clearly does this declaration aſſert 


the ſuperiority of the Chriſtian Religion 


over both the Religion of N ature and the 
Jewiſh diſpenſation? And how forcibly 
ſhould it engage both Jews and infidels 
to examine with candour the merits of 
this Religion ; and to yield it that aſſent 


and reverence, which its explored exce]- 
lence juſtly claims ? For ſore will be their 
condemnation, if, when light is come 


into the world, men ſtill love to continue 
in darkneſs, and to ſhut their eyes againſt 


that light. And juſt will it be too. For 
they would never act in ſo perverſe a man- 
ner, © unleſs their deeds were evil.” 


With reſpect to ourſelves, who acknow- 


. the excellency of this Religion, and ” 


pro- 
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profeſs it in its genuine purity; our great 
care and concern ſhould be, that the up- 
rightneſs of our lives may bear proportion 
to the equity of its precrpts; and our piety 
may be anſwerable to the ſublimity of its 
doctrines. Our great care ſhould be, to 
6 add to our faith virtue; and to adorn 
« the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
« things.” Our great care ſhould be, to 
* make our light ſo ſhine before men, that 
« they may ſee our good works ;” and ad- 
miring their luſtre, may be induced to 
perform the ſame. And the more ef- 
fectually to attain this glorious end, let 
it be our greateſt care daily to ſupplicate 
our heavenly Father, that he would 

* oraft in our hearts the love of his name, 
* increaſe in us true Religion, nouriſh us 
„with all goodnels, and of his great mercy 
* keep us in the ſame, through Ixsus 
* CARIST our Lord,” To whom, &c. 
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PROVERBS i.—20. 


| WISDOM CRIETH WITHOUT : SHE UTTERETH 
* VOICE IN THE STREETS. 


WIN we reflect with ourſelves of 
what great importance Religion is to the 
happineſs of mankind, and how highly 
it concerns all its profeſſors to be zealous 
and diligent in the practice of it; anxious 
for our own welfare, we may wiſh per- 
haps, that it had pleaſed the Almighty 


to 


— 
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to impreſs upon our minds a more lively 
ſenſe of its weighty obligations; ; and to 
fix us, by ſome means, in a more ſteady 


courſe of obedience to its dictates :—that 


it had pleaſed him, for example, to ap- 
point theſe material objects, which ſur- 


round us, as kind remembrancers of our 


ſpiritual concerns; and ſo to order the 
- occurrences of life, that, whilſt we are pal- 
ſing through things temporal, we might 
conftantly be reminded of the things that 


are eternal. For, having then—ſuch a 


crowd of monitors perpetually about us, 


pointing to us our duty, and urging us to 


perform it, at every turn; we may be led 
to imagine, that we ſhould be no longer 
ſubject to our preſent irregularities ; but, 


directing our courſe to a proper end, 


ſhould proceed invariably in the ways of 
righteouſneſs, and daily advance in piety 
and virtue. 


But 
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But, alas! how deceitful are theſe ima- 
ginations! ſince the truth is, that the very 
expedient 1 we propoſe, how little ſoever we 
may profit by it, is actually employed by 
our gracious Creator, to the great pur- 
poſe of ſpiritual improvement. As we are 
placed in this world to be trained up and 
diſciplined for eternity, ſo the world itſelf 
is a kind of ſchool, where every thing that 
occurs leads to wiſe and pious reflect ions 
reads to us a conſtant leſſon of morality— 
and exhorts us to provide for our future 
good. For doth not Wiſdom cry without, 
and utter her voice in the fields, and in the 
ſtreets ?/ Doth not every object we meet, 
and every event that happens, labour, as 


it were, to arreſt our attention, and admi- 


niſter counſel to our wandering hearts ? 

| Kit not the cry of all N ature to the ſons 
of men How long, ye ſimple ones, will 
ye love ſimplicity ; and, ye ſcorners, de- 
DL OY On light 
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light in ſcorning; and fools hate know. 
„ ledge ? Liſten in time to the voice of 
* reproof; attend ſpeedily to the checks 
„which Providence has placed in your 
* giddy courſe ; and be perſuaded thereby 
to ſuſpend your purſuits, and turn your 
c feet into the way of godlineſs.“ 


Whatever irregularities we may be guilty 
of, and whatſoever diſorders may be found 

in our conduct, nothing has been wanting 
on Gov's part to make us wiſer and better 
men, That mercy, which is over all his 
works, and that paternal care which he 
exerts over the. creatures of his hands, is 


in no inſtance more viſible, than in the 


plentiful proviſion he has gracioufly made, 
both for the diſcovery of his ſacred wall, 
and for enforcing conformity to it. In 
all the ſeveral adjuſtments of his wiſdom | 
at the creation of the world, and in. al 

jak the 
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the various diſpenſations of his providence 
from that to the preſent time, He has 


ſhewn throughout a manifeſt regard to 


this important article. For he has made 


it, as it ſhould ſeem, his peculiar buſineſs 


to addreſs his voice to the children of men; 
—to teach and direct them—to admoniſh 


and exhort them—and all with this view, 


that they might live well and virtuouſly 
here, in order to be perfect and happy 
hereafter. 


This He has done, and continues to do, 
by all imaginable methods. For man has 
not more capacities for receiving the reve- 
lations of God, than the means are, which 
Gop makes uſe of, to reveal himſelf to 
him. © He ſpeaks to him ſleeping, 
and 8 ſpeaks to him waking. He 


* ſpeaks to him in company, and he 
* ſpeaks to him in retirement. He ſpeaks 
„ 
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10 to his ſenſes, and he ſpeaks to his un. 
« derſtanding. He ſpeaks to him within, 


and he ſpeaks to him without: within, 


60 by the ſilent dictates of reaſon, and the 
* ſecret whiſpers of conſcience; without, 
60 by the viſible frame and order of the 
15 univerſe—by the Heavens, which declare 
« the glory of Gop, and by the Earth 
« that abounds with his riches. He Tpeaks 


108 to him alſo i py the courſe of human af. 
« fairs—by the hiſtories of former Limes, 
10 « and by the tranſactions of his own. He 
8 ſpeaks to him by his judgments, and by 


« his mercies—by the rewards that are 


* conferred on good men, and by the 
ce puniſhments inflicted on the wick 
« ed. He ſpeaks to him by the counſels 


« and admonitions of friends, and by the 


„ reproaches and revilings of enemies. He 


ſpeaks to him by every good book he 
6 reads,” and by every ſermon he hears 


66 Fi- 
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« Finally, he ſpeaks to him, and O that 
« he would attend !—he ſpeaks to him in 
« the moſt emphatical manner, by that 
6 expreſs revelation he has made of his 
will in the holy Scriptures: by Mosss, 
« and by the Prophets, by CHRISTTH„, and by 
«his Apoſtles ; by the Law, and by the 
« Goſpel.” 


By theſe, and many other ways, does 
Gop ſpeak and addreſs himſelf to man- 
kind: and whatever he ſays to us by any 
of theſe ways, We ſhould diligently weigh 
and ponder in our minds ; ;—clpecially 
what is faid and revealed by the miniſtry 
of the Goſpel. For here Wiſdom truly 
cries, and Underſtanding exerts her voice. 
Pecauſe, here the eternal wiſdom of the 
Father, the divine Logos himſelf, the ſe- 
cond perſon in the glorious Trinity, who 
8 the great luminary of the intellectual 
„ World 
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world, aſſuming our nature, and becoming, 
as it were, a ſenſible light, condeſcends 
to inſtru& us after the manner of men; 
to teach us our duty in the moſt fami. 
liar terms to lead us to the performance 
of it by his own example—and to encou- 
rage us to follow him by the moſt alluring 
rewards, And conſidering the qualifica- 


tions of this great inſtructor—his ac- 


quaintance with the human heart, and 
the propriety of his applications—what 
fruit might we not expect from the ſeed 
ſown by ſo ſkilful an hand? But, as at 
the firſt, the cares of life thoſe thorns 
nd briers—choaked the word in ſome, 
and its vain pleaſures—thoſe fowls of the 
air—deyoured it up in others; even ſo it 
18 now. The vanities and follies of every 
kind, which engaged thoſe who lived be- 
fore us, {till prevail, through our own ne- 
gligence, in equa) degree over ourſelves 
work 
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work upon our affe&tions—and bring us 


into captivity to the law of ſin. We, as 


well as they, would fain indeed excule 


our faults, and palliate our crimes under 


the cover of infirmities. For how often 
do we hear it alleged, that the world is fo 
fraught with temptations on every ſide, 


and our appetites are ſo eager to embrace 


them, that it is next to impoſſible to main- 


tain our ground, and keep from falling, 


in ſuch circumſtances? But, what is this 


in effect, but to charge Gop fooliſhly ; 
and defend our own wickedneſs at the ex- 
pence of divine goodneſs, and certainly at 
the expence of truth ? For, if the world is 


adapted to work upon our paſſions, is it 


not equally adapted to work upon our rea- 


ſon too? If it ſupplies us with incen- 


tives to vice, does it not afford us as 


tue? 
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tue? Indeed, if properly conſidered, it 
moves and perſuades us to nothing elle. 


For look into its various parts, and con- 
ſider their ſeveral tendencies, do they not 
all refer us ultimately to Gop, and remind 
us daily of our duty to Him ? Do they not 
all ſuggeſt to us the moſt noble ſubjects 
for prayer and meditation, and tend to 
make our whole lives a continued ſeries of 

devotion ? No ſooner does the ſun rife to 
our view, and create the day for us, but 
it awakens the thoughts of every ſerious 
ſoul, and brings to his remembrance that 
ſun of righteouſneſs, who chaſed away the 
darkneſs of error, and enlightened the 
world with the knowledge of ſalvation. 
And, whilſt we enjoy the light of the day, 
are we not put in mind of the & of the 
day, the important work of him that ſent 
Us, which muſt be done before it is night 


Does 


Does not every clock that we hear ſtrike 
—ſounding the knell of departed hours 
inform us of the neceſſity of doing it ſpee- 
dily, and ſetting about it without delay ?— 
How forcibly does the Spring, that ſeaſon 
of the year, in which we prepare and cul- 
tivate the ground for the fyture crop we 
expect from it; excite us to improve the 
ſeaſon of youth, that ſeed-time of life in 

which we receive thoſe actuating princi- 

ples, that afterwards govern our maturer 
conduct: For it is as true in the moral, 
as in the natural ſenſe, that whatſoever a 
man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap Can 
the aged and hoary head lift up his eyes, 
and look on the fields, all white and ready 
for harveſt; and not queſtion himſelf, 
and with anxious concern, whether he 
ſtands in the field of life, among the tares 
or among the wheat * knowing that death 
will ſhortly come, and cut him down, 


5 either 


ſelves a good foundation a 
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either to be depoſited with the one in the 


granary, or condemned with the others 


to the fire. If we turn about to the tranſ- 


actions of the world, the like inſtructions 
ſtill crowd upon Us. Every traveller we meet 
on the road, reminds us that we ourſelves 
are travelling through life, having here 


no fixed abode ; and that therefore we 


ſhould ſet our faces right, and make the 


beſt of our journey to our deſtined home. 
| When we obſerve our fellow: creatures 


riſing up early, and labouring ſo hard for 


the meat that periſheth ; are we not ad- 
moniſhed to exert our endeavours, and 


ſecure that meat which endureth to ever- 


laſting life: When we ſee men eager in 
purſuit. of wealth, heaping up fruitlels 
and fading treaſures, are we not led to 


conſider the neceſſity of acquiring the truc 


riches, and of laying up in ſtore for our- 


gainſt the time 


to 
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to come ?—And with reſpect to that time, 


are we not moved to reflect on what will 


be our lot, by the impreſſions that are 
made on our ſouls at preſent? Have we 
not ſome ſpecimen daily given us of the 


happineſs and miſery that await us here- 
after, in the enjoyments and ſufferings we 


experience here? And do not thoſe ſen- 


ſations—the pleaſure we love, and the 
pain we hate—loudly warn us to take care 
of ourſelves, and to adjuſt our conduct 
after ſuch a manner, that we may at laſt 


be happy, and not miſerable in that fu- 
ture ſtate, which is either all happineſs, 
or all miſery for ever? 


Thus it is that the Almighty calls up all 
5 nature to our aſſiſtance, to put us in mind 


of what we ſhould do, and keep us ſteady 


to the performance of it. The vain and 
: the thoughtleſs indeed, W ho look only on 
the 


„ % 
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the var] of nature, and admire it for no- 
thing but its gay colouring, will gather 
from thence but little inſtruction, though it 
exhibits to them a lively picture of the fa- 
ding glories of human life. Blinded with 
the glare of outward ſhow, and intent on 
the Follies that are current in the w orld, 
they will ſtill purſue and careſs their plea- 
ſures, though the roſes and flowers with 
which they deck and adorn themſelves, 
would fain inſtruct them by their quick de- 
cay, „ ſo to number their days, that they 
may apply their hearts unto wiſdom. * But 
others, it is to be hoped, of a more ſeri- | 
ous turn, look into the things beneath the 
vail—conſider their uſe in a ſpiritual 
light—and find by experience how wel! 
they are adapted both for correction, and 
inſtruction in Righteouſneſs How well 
they are adapted to keep alive a ſenſe of 
5 dutyto quicken us in the diſcharge of 


it 
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it—and make us ready unto every good 
work—How well they are adapted—to %% 
engage our affections from the world—to 
lead and raiſe them up to Gop—and pre- 
pare us for the life of Heaven. And let 
thoſe who deſpiſe this art of life, and make 
light of theſe ſilent calls of N ature, remem 
ber that the time is coming on, when, de- 
void of the improvements they mig bt have 
made, they ſhall heartily wiſh, they had 
uſed the world to better purpoſe, —For 
when the delirium of the ſenſes, and the 
hurry of the paſſions, are once allayed, and 
ſickneſs or diſtreſs will ſoon allay them, 
things will appear in a different light: 
the world and its vanities will ſink upon 
our hands, —and we thall ſee the impor- h 
tance of all theſe applications that G 
makes, and how greatly it behoves us to 
comply with them. For it is not his ew 
ſuit that he thus earneſtly ſolicits with us, 


neither 
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5 neither 1 is it for his ow advantage that he 


makes theſe continual appeals to us. But 
it is our intereſt, and our concern that he ef- 
pouſes; and as it is 20 us he ſpeaks, ſo it 
is /or us, and for our ſupreme good. That 
which he deſires 15—that we would be 
happy ; and that we would take ſuch a 
courſe as will make us ſo. That we would 
live and act wiſely and like ourſelves, that 
1s, like rational creatures. 'That we would 
fit and diſpoſe ourſelves for the happineſs 1 
he has provided for us bring ourſelves 
| within the compaſs of his love and mercy— 8 
and ſo demean ourſelves for this ſnort time, 
that he may reward us with a bleſſed eter- 
nity. 


See then, my brethren, that ye refuſe not 
him that ſpeaketh ſuch things. For if you 
do, the conſequence ſtands cloſe to the 
words of my text, and is delivered in alar- 


6 | ming 
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| ming language. Becauſe I have called and 
| ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out my hand 
and no man regarded ; but ye have ſet at 
nought my counſel, and would none of my 
reproof: I alſo will laugh at your calamity; 
I will mock when your fear cometh :— 
when your fear cometh as deſolation, a 
your deſtruction cometh as a whirlwind :— 
when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon 
you.” Reflect, I beſeech you, on the diſ- 
treſſed hour of your diſfolution—how ready | 
you will be then to call upon Go, and 
how deff jrous that he ſhould anſwer you? 
Reflect alſo on the great and terrible Bey 
of Judgment, when you mut and /hall hear 
him in his ſentence upon you. And, as 
you with, that Gop may hear you readily 
at the hour of your death, and you may 
hear him with comfort in the day of his 
Judgment; ſo take care to hearken now to 


his 
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his voice, whilſt he affectionately beſpeaks 
you by ſuch a variety of inſtruction. 


Whoſo is wiſe will ponder theſe things; 
and they ſhall underſtand the loving- 
« kindneſs of the Lon D. His kindneſs in 
providing ſo amply for our improvement 
here ; his kindneſs in rewarding us for ma- 
king that improvement with eternal hap- 
pineſs hereafter. Amen. 
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EPHESIANS iv.— 12. 


—FOR THE EDIFYING OF THE BODY OP 


CHRIST, 


Tur Religion which CAHRISTH intro- 
duced into the world, though at firſt 


conſined to his immedia! ic toLowers, was 


ted. me 
BT 
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plainly intended for the general benefit of 
mankind, in order th erefore that man- 


kind might partake of the benefit in- 
8 tended 
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tended by it, our Saviour commanded his 


diſciples to“ go forth into all the world, 
% and preach the Goſpel to every creature,” 
Endowed and qualified for the work, they 
* went forth accordingly, and mY 
every where; the Lord working with 
% them, and confirming the word with 
* ſigns following.” 


By theſe means the Golpel Was peedy * 


conveyed and propagated over diverſe 
Countries. But into whatever country i. 
; migh t be thus introduced, if it had been 


left with the inhabitants' without any ſup- 
port ;—Without any ſettled method tor pre- 
ferving and perpetuating the knowledge of 
it; how very oon would it have begun to 
decline Nay, how ſoon indecd would 
it have totally funk neglected, and . 


| gott n? For, what reaſon 1s there to imas 


gine, chat the doctrine of our SAVIOUR, 
hows 
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however recommended at its firſt promul- 


gation, would have fared better, or been 
more effectually retained and practiſed, than 
the doctrine of the ancient philoſophers ; if, 
like that, it had been only a ſyſtem of ſpe= 
| culative principles and moral precepts, 
fimply propoſed to every man's own pri- 
vate ſtudy and perſonal application? Tranſ- 
mitted to writing, the Goſpel, we grant, 
might have been always known to a few 
curious and inquiſitive perſons: but the reſt 
of the world the great body of mankind, 
would till have remained almoſt as en- 
tirely ignorant of i it, as if no ſuch doctrine 
had ever been revealed. For the generality 
of the people in every place are ſo em- 
ployed in the toilſome and laborious works 
of life, that they have not leiſure for ac- 
| quiring the knowledge of ancient writings 
in the way of reſearch and ſtudy : if ever 
they attain to any knowledge of them, 
G 3 8 they 


— — 


they muſt chiefly attain it by the help and 
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aſſiſtance of living inſructors, and by ſuch 


methods and forms as are properly adapted 


to convey into their minds the ſentiments 


and notions which thoſe writings contain. 


Hence then we ſee the expedience and 


neceſſity of external rites and eſtabliſbed ap- 


poinimeuls, as the moſt effectual means of 


Propagating and preſerving the knowledge 


of Religion, and rendering it ſubſervient 


to thoſe important purpoſes, which it is 


_ graciouſly intended to promote. And ac- 


cordingly we find, that formal acts and ri. 


tual obſervances, of one kind or other, made 


a part of every Religion that has ever yet 


obtained a footing in the world. The 


Jecwiſb Religion abounded with them; from 


whence our Saviour ſelected thoſe that 


were of general uſe, and adopted them 


into his own inſtitution. For it pleaſed 


him, 
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/ 
him, we may obſerve, to form believers 
into one body ; and to unite them in one 
viſible community; where they profeſſed 
his Religion i a common form of worſhip, 
and had the principles of it impreſſed on 
their minds by a regular method of in- 
ſtruction. This is evident from the ac- 
count we have of the firſt Chriſtian con- 
verts; who, when they were baptized, are 
| faid to have © continued firm and ſteadfaſt 
in the Apoſtles doctrine and fellowſhip, 
and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” 
| They all made, you ſee, one church, or reli- 
gious ſociety ; they all lived together in one 
viſible external communion, Where they at- 
tended the diſcourſes and inftri1 ons of 
the Apoſtles—partook of the ſacrament of 
the Lord's Supper—and offered n p to GoD 
their united prayers and thanfo givings. 
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Such was the conſtitution of this primi- 


tive Church: and it appears from the words 
8 preceding the text, that all the reſt were 
afterwards formed on the ſame model: ha. 


ving every one of them a ſtanding miniſtry 
of inſtruction and diſcipline, together with 
a common ſtated form of public worſhip, 


For, as ſure as our Lord appointed ſome 


APOSTLES and EvANGELISTs, to ſpread 
abroad the knowledge of his Goſpel, and 
plant Churches in different parts ; ſo ſure 


is it, that, wherever they were planted and 
| eſtabliſhed, he appointed others PASTORS. 
and TEACHERS ;—Whoſe office it was to 
| preſide 3 in the ſeveral aſſemblies of Chriſ- 
tians—to direct the people in the outward 
exerciſe of their devotion—to inſtruct 
them in the nature of the Religion they 


profeſſed to explain to thenr the du- 


ties it required at their hands—and to 


CXYe 
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excite them to the practice and obſervance 
of them. | 


ranks and degrees of men; and brought 


us, the like effects may be reaſonably ex- 
pected. For whatever thoſe eſtabliſhments 


Church, and improve its members! in grace 


ſervice of our own communion, 


Under the influence of this cconomy, 
and by means of theſe inſtitutions, Chriſ- 
tianity advanced and flouriſhed :—the 
knowledge of it was diffuſed through all 


forth among them the genuine fruitsof good 
3 living. Now 1t is happily come down to 


were which contributed ſo effectually to 
the growth and advancement of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion in former times ; yet this to 
our comfort 1s certain—that no inſtitution, 
or mode of worſhip eſtabliſhed in any 
place, was better calculated to edify the 


and knowledge, than are the forms and” 
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% 8 E N MON V. 
In proof of this I am naturally led to 
_ diſplay its excellencies, as an edifying ſer. 
vice. But all its excellencies in this reſpect 
are not to be compriſed in the compaſs of 
a ſhort diſcourſe ; and therefore a few of 
the moſt obvious will, I truſt, be ſufficient 
to ſhew, in what high eſtimation we ought 
to hold it, and with what zealous attach - 
ment we {hould preſerve the uſe of it. 


5 And here let it be conſidered as its firſt 
excellency, that our Book of Common 
Prayer is com poſed in our common language — 
in a plain and eaſy lyle, adapted to the 
comprehenſion of the meaneſt capacities, 


and yet fully anſwerable to the ſentiments 
of the Michel 


Being thus intelligible to all orders and 
: degrees of men, and fitted to convey in- 
ſtruction; the next valuable property of 
i 
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it is—that it actually conveys the beſt and 


moſt uſetul inſtructions to us. It acquaints 
us with the Nature and Perfections of 
Gop ; ſome of whoſe Attributes are con- 
ſtantly ſet forth in the Præſace of all our 
Prayers. It ſhews us the Dignity and 
Power of our Saviour; in whoſe Name we 
put up our Petitions, and on whoſe Meriis 
we rely for the acceptance of them. It in- 


forms us of the Offices of the Hoty Spi- 


kr, whoſe Grace we invoke, and whoſe 


Aid we implore, to enable us to main ain 


- 


our Chriſtian warfare. 


And as we are tun inſtructed Wi th re- 


gard to the Ohect of our Faith and Wor- 


hip; and taught to acknowledge the 
whole Trinity ; ſo is this Faith and Ac- 


knowledgment daily revived and confirmed 


in us by the repeated uſe of that ancient 


form, which aſcribes glory to each Per- 


1 
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fon—A form never more neceſſary to be re- 
tained, than in this tree-thinking, and this 
free-/peakingage, when the Divinity of Chriſt 
and of the Holy Ghoſt is become the ſubject, 


not on of contradidion, but, ſhameful in. 
ſolence! even of mrth and n 


Next to the Knowledge of God, the 
moſt important is the knowledge of our. 


ſelves; ; which is frequently inculcated! in 
our public liturgy. For we are thereby | 
5 reminded of the corruption of our nature, 
and our own inability to cleanſe and purify 
it: we are taught to bewail our vilenefs 
and depravity, and inſtructed in the only 
| method that is capable of advancing us to 
a purer ſtate. This ſenſe of our conſtant 
dependance on the Almighty for all things 
neceſſary both to life and godlineſs, natu- 
rally leads us to approach him with reve- 
rence—to confeſs our ſins to him with the 
4 dcepeſt 
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| deepeſt ſorrow and humiliation- to ſu ppli- 
cate for future mercies with a pious defer- 


ence to his will—and to acknowledge with 


fincere gratitude the bleſſings we have re- 


ceived. And in all theſe acts how admi- 
rably are we aſſiſted by the prayers of our 
charch ! which at the ſame time that they 


are adapted to make us devout, have a 


ftrong tendency to keep us obedient. 


Jo direct our obedience in the courſe of 


life, we have certain portions of ſcripture 
daily read to us; which not only bring us 


inſtruction in ſome particular branch of 
righteouſneſs, but alſo encourage us, by 
various motives, to the faithful perfor- 
mance of it, Nay, ſo concerned is our 
Church for the intereſt of virtue, and the 


advancement of holineſs, that its devotions 


have all a practical aſpect; and, whilſt they 


lead us to adore and 1 Gap for bis good- | 


neſs, 


neſs, ſhew us our obligations to fulfil his 
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| commands. The very petitions we make for 
a ſupply of the common neceſſaries of life, 


perpetually remind us, by the urn of their 


_ expreſſions, of the common duties of it: 
ſo that it is impoſſible for us attentively to 
join in the public worſhip, without being 


confirmed in the juſteſt notions both of 
Gop and ourſelyes without being exci- 
ted to a true repentance of our paſt ſins, 
and to a regular conduct in our future pro- 
ceedings. 


All theſe things, and many more to the 
ſame effect, our liturgy ſtrongly inculcates. 


And ſince it is allowed that it docs incul- 


cate them, is it not ſurpriſing that men 


ſhould be ſo perverſe as to charge it with de- 


ficiences in point of edification? For in what 
does the work of edification conſiſt ? Docs 


it not evidently conſiſt in confirming our 


faith, 
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faith, and improving our morals—in bring- 
ing us to the knowledge of the doctrines 


of religion, and promoting our growth in 


| chriſtian graces ! But, it our Faith is to be 


confirmed, by what means can it be better 


eſtabliſhed, than by rehearſing continually 


the articles of it? If our morals are to be 


improved, what method can be deviſed 


more conducive to that purpoſe, than to 
bring them to the 2% of God's Command- 


ments £ And what greater inducements can 
we have to encourage us to go on in well- 
doing, than the motives of the goſpel, and 
the example of CRIST which are ſet before 
us in the daily leſſons? If our diſpoſitions 
are to be changed, and rendered more pi- 
dus, what can be more ſuitably adapted to 
the promotion of that end, than thoſe pure 
and refined devotions of our church, which 
breathe the nobleſt and moſt animating 
fervours, at the lame time that they are 


2 | tem- 
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tempered with all the coolneſs of ſobriety | 


and judgment? Laſtly if we would ſhew our 
gratitude, diſplay our love, and return our 
thanks to God for his mercies, what better 


help can we poſſibly want to aſſiſt us in 
theſe exalted acts of adoration, than that 
which we receive from the pſalms of Da. 
VID, Which are fully expreſſive of our de. 


vouteſt thoughts and applicable to all our 
conditions ; * 


We may appeal then to the unprejudiced 


reaſon of mankind whether the public 
offices of our Church have not a plain and 


powerful tendency to ſtrengthen andi im- 


prove good principles; and to form a tem- | 


per of ſincere piety and ſolid virtue in all 
who carefully attend to them; and whe- 
ther it be indeed poſſible, for any one long 


to attend to. them with judgment and af. 
f fection, without finding himſelf much i im- 


proved 
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proved 1 in this temper by them ! : Nay, we 


may further appeal to the experience of the 
world, whether many perſons of low ca- 


pacities and mean ſituations have not been 


raiſed by theſe ſervices to an eminent de- 


gree of wiſdom and virtue? And whether 


even men of the moſt refined underſtand- 
ings, and the moſt noble diſpoſitions, do 


not receive an additional reliſh of what 1s 
good, and freſh vigour for the purſuit of 


it, from their due attendance on theſe O- 
lemnities ? 


If edification therefore be, © to go on to- 


* wards perfection, and to grow in grace, 


« and the knowledge of our Saviour, In- 


sus CurisT ; —if it be, to make plain 


the doctrines of Religion to the underſtand- 
ings of men, and to urge its precepts home 
on their hearts if it be, to awaken them 


do a ſenſe of their duty, and to keep them 
NR ſtead- 
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4 to the uſe of edifying, —then I am ſure 


excellent church, where Gon is worſhip. 
and where there is ſo ample a proviſion 
made for our own improvement in virtue 
and piety; let s, I ay, rejoice in our lot, 


us be careful to make a right uſe of the op- 


prolit by a conſtant, ſerious and devout at- 
tendance on the public worſhip. 


ſteadfaſt to the practice of it if Zheſe be 
« the things, which are good” and proper 


better edification cannot be found in 4 
church now upon earth, than in our ow, 


Let #s then, who are members of this 


ped in ſo rational and becoming a manner; 


and learn to value our own happineſs. Let 


portunities we enjoy; and endeavour to 


For 1 in vain 18 this proviſion made for us; 
in vain do we boaſt of the excellency of our 


liturgy, if we neglect to join in the ſervices | 
3 5 


of 1 it. And et, to our great reproach as well 


as detriment, the“ forſaking the aſſembling 


| « of ourſelves together” for the purpoſes 
of public worſhip, is become now, not 
only © the manner of ſome,” but even a 


prevailing faſhion. And what has been the 5 


conſequence of this preſumptuous neglect, 
| but a viſible, and to ſerious men an alar- 
ming decay of every thing that is good 
and praiſe-worthy? For, ever ſince we 


have learned to profane the ſabbath, and 


withdraw ourſelves from the ſervices of the 


church, how unſettled have we been in our 


religious principles! and how irregular in 


our moral practices! But indeed what 


wonder ? ſince by neglecting the public wor- 
ſhip of the church, we heglect the princi- 
pal means of knowledge, and the moſt ef- 


fectual inſtitution that can well be contri- 


ved for our improvement Wt virtue and 
goodneſs. 
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But then if we mean to improve by it, 
we muſt be ſure to attend with an inward 
ſeriouſneſs and devotion of mind. This 
is a qualification abſolutely neceſſary to 
render the performance of theſe religious 
duties either acceptable to Gop, or benefi. 
cial to ourſelves. For notwithſtanding 
their natural fitneſs to excite in us pious 
| thoughts, and to urge us on to virtuous 
actions; yet the efficacy of them entirely 
depends on the good diſpoſitions we bring 
with us to the celebration of them. And 
it is owing to the Want of theſe diſpoſiti 
ons, and not to any defect in the compo- 
ſition itſelf, that the ſervice of the church 
has ſo little influence on numbers of thoſe, 
who attend it. A want that we ſhould by 
all means labour to remove ;—as well for 
the ſake of our own advantage, as for the 
honour of that eſtabliſhment, which we 
would be thought to admire. If we en— 


gage 
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gage in the duties of public worſhip, as a 

thing of courſe, and without a due prepa- 
ration of mind, the moſt ſolemn acts of 
our devotion will prove but dead forms— 


a mere bodily exerciſe,” that will have 
no virtue in it at all either to recommend 


us to the acceptance of Gop, or to pro- 


duce any good effect on ourſelves. Hence 


the ſtill-remaining corruption of our lives 


will be made an argument—has been urged. 


indeed as the principal proot—of the un- 


profitableneſs of the form we ule : becauſe - 


many of us appear to be very little edifyed 


by it, therefore it has been concluded, that 
our ſervice is really unedifying. But if the 


paſt courſe of your lives has unhappily 
contributed to ſtrengthen this prejudice 


againſt our liturgy, pray be ſo kind to 


yourſelves and your religion as to endea- 


vour to confute it by your future conduct. 


Be zealouſly conſtant in your attendance at 
Hz church; 
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church; and when you are there, join in 


the prayers of it with becoming reverence; 
and liſten to the inſtructions you hear de- 


livered with proper attention. When you 
come out into the world, let the light ane 
inſtruction you have received ſhine forth 
in your converſation. T hen, perhaps, 
thoſe who diſſent from us, ſeeing our good 
works, may be induced thereby to follow 


us to 7/15 place to glorify our great and 


common Father, Then may we hope, 


that all will come to that unity of faith and 
worſhip,—and to that ſtrength, maturity 


and perfection of goodneſs, which CHRIST, 
by calling us into the fellowſhip of his 


Goſpel, deſigned t to raiſe us. 
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| prcraRE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE 
HIS PATHS STRAIGHT. 


N HEN the time arrived in which tlie 
Jews | expected the appearance of their 


Meſſiah; his forerunner, Joan the Baptiſt, 
earneſtly exhorted them, as his office led 
him, ſo to fit and prepare themſelves, that 
they might give him a proper and worthy 
reception that they might be ready to 

embrace 


embrace the terms and conditions, on 
which they were to become the ſubjects; 


well knew would never receive him would 
never ſubmit to his government and laws— 


vices were firſt corrected and removed; — 
and their minds previouſly diſpoſed for the 
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words of the prophet, and gives them to 


filled, and every mountain and hill 
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and, if they proved faithful, would inhe. 
rit the privileges of that kingdom, Which 
he was then come to erect in the world. 
Though Cunts came to his own, with 
glad and glorious tidings; to which %) 
ſhould have joyfully attended, above al 
other people ; yet even 6¹⁸ own, the Baptiſt 


unleſs their prejudices, their errours and 


admiſſion of truth and virtue, 


? 


He calls therefore upon them in the 


underftand—that * every valley ſhould be 


64 ſhould be brought low ; ;—that the crook- 


66 ed 
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« ed ſhould be made ſtraight, and the 
66 rough places ſmooth ;—if they wiſhed 
« to ſee the ſalvation of Gop. Inn plainer 
terms,—that the /ow conception they en- 
tertained of the end and deſign of the 
Mzss1an's appearance, as operating only 
to their temporal deliverance, ſhould be 
raiſed to ſomething more truly. worthy of 
| the character he ſuſtained ;—and that the 


exalted expectation they cheriſhed, of ſee- 


ing him ſhine in the regal pomp of a 
mighty conqueror, ſhould be brought down 


to the ſtandard of reaſon, and the nature 
of that Spiritual Kingdom, which the 


Prophets foretold he was finally to eſtab- 
liſh ;—that they ſhould re&fy thoſe crooked 
a and perverſe diſpoſitions, which, in conſe- 


quence of theſe miſtaken views, they 1 
unhappily contracted and ſmooth thoſe 


rugged and refractory tempers, which they 


were too apt to indulge before they 


could 
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18 SERMON VI. 
could be fit and equitable judges, either 
of the proofs which CHRIST brought of 
his divine miſſion ; or of the truth of the 
doctrine, which he delivered to the world. 


It is not ſufficient towards making men 
believers—it is not ſufficient towards ma. 
king them chriſtians, that they have the 
Goſpel tendered, and the terms of Salva- 
tion propoſed to them, even by Cuxlsr 
himſelf. No Arguments will have any 
effect upon them, unleſs their minds be ſo 
prepared; ſo freed from all vicious preju- 
dices; unleſs they be moulded into ſuch a 
frame and temperament, as to be ſuſcep- 
tible of good impreſſions ; and ready to 
yield to ſuch proofs and motives as ought. 
to operate their conviction. 


When Cuxrsr appeared among the Jews, 
diſtinguiſhed by all the concurring marks 
8 0 
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of the true Mess1an ;—when he came to 
= them at the expected time; anſwered the 
3 types; fulfilled the prophecies ; performed 
E miracles; and received immediate teſti- 
monies from Heaven; yet, their prejudi- 
ces had ſo obſtructed, ſo blinded their eyes, 
that they could ſee no ſigns of His being the 
4 perſon be that ſhould have come ;**—and 
therefore they deſpiſed and rejected him. 

And though He ſpake ſuch comfortable 

things, as never man ſpake before, to the 

admiration and aſtoniſhment of the leſs 
L prejudiced vulgar ; yet the meannels of his 
birth, and the place of his abode were 
looked upon by the malicious chiefs, —by 
the ſcribes and phariſees, —as unanſwerable 


object ions to his miracles and doQrine. 


The caſe is the ſame in every age—whilſt 
any carnal impediment ; whilſt any vicious 
paſſion; whilſt any wrong habit, keeps 


pol- 
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poſſeſſion of the human mind, it will be 


ſure to block up all its avenues ;—and to | N 
? prevent every thing that is ſerious, ſpiri- | 
tual and religious from entering in. Let 
the doctrine be ever ſo good ; let it be ap- 
plied with ever ſo much ſkill, dexterity and 
diligence; it will nevertheleſs depend at 4 
laſt on the temper and diſpoſition of thoſe 3 
4 


who hear it, whether it l be attended 
with effect. 


What doctrines can be more reaſonable; 
what doQrines can be more worthy of Gor, 
and more beneficial to men, than thoſe 
doctrines of humility, meekneſs, reſigna- 


tion, contentedneſs, purity, patience and 
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piety, which our SAvovn preached to the 
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Tews ? yet, notwithſtanding their propri- 
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ety, their excellence and ſublimity; the 

Jews, who were egregiouſly proud and 

vain; notoriouſſy covetous and wordly- | 
minded ; 
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E minded 3 who were full of deceit, hypo- 
aich and malice ; difreliſhed and depi. 
Z ſed his A 1 3 


All the awakening truths they heard; 
all the aſtoniſhing miracles they ſaw ; were 


bo far from working their conviction, that, 


by a perverſe and wilful miſapplication, 
they ſerved but to increaſe their obſtinacy; 
and to harden them in thoſe ſins and er- 
| rours, which finally terminated in their 
I miſery and ruin. 


Theſe things happened to the Jews for 
| enſamples ; and they are written for our 
| admonition ;—to the intent, that we may 
| be more careful to prepare ourſelves to 
meet our Loxp, than 7hey were formerly. 


| Cinrsr comes now virtually to us; as in 
| time paſt he perſonally came to hem: and 
there- 
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therefore it behoves us, to be ready tg 
give him a fit reception. He comes to 1 
now in his word and ordinances; and it 
concerns us, diligently to attend to his 
word, and faithfully to obſerve his ordi- 
nances. 


We know to whom the word was preach- 
ed; and yet, did not profit them: and we 
know the reaſons of its proving fruitleks 

With this knowledge, let us firmly bear 

in mind, that the ſame cauſes will always 

produce | the ſame effe&s ;—that the Tame 
prejudices, luſts and paſſions, that promp- 
ted the Jews to oppoſe our Saviour, and 

5 to reject his Goſpel; will, wherever they 
take place, lead other men to follow thei 
example :—to think lightly of the Chriſtian 

Religion, to live in a contemptuous negled 

f of its ordinances, and i In open violation of 
its laws and precepts. 
This 


— 
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J ougNt to put every one of us on his guard, 
| Jews ; which were the great obſtacles at 
firſt to their receiving the Mgss1an ; and 


the great impediments afterwar ds to their 
believing his doctrines, | 


It the mean opinion, which the J ew's 
entertained of CHRIS, on account of his 
bow appearance, led them to deſpiſe him, 
as a perſon unfit to be their Saviour ; let 


never ſuffer the high conceptions we have 
ef our own reaſon, to diſparage the plain- 


think it an unlikely ſcheme of ſalvation. 
If a baſe and ſordid love of the world, 


1 Sa- 


IF againſt all ſinful tempers and perverſe ha- : 
A bits, that bear any affinity to thoſe of the 


| us take warning from hence, that we. 


nels and ſimplicity of the Goſpel ; or to | 


| temptedthe Phariſeestoturnadeafeartoour 
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Saviour's ſublime and heavenly doctrines; 


let us take heed, and beware of covetouſ. 


neſs ;—and indeed of every 1mmoderate | 


attachment to the things of earth; leſt 


we be carried by intereſt to deny the faith; 
or be tempted by profit to tranſgreſs the 
commands of Gop in practice. For, we 
find from early times, that when * the 


« cares of this world, the deceitfulneſs of 


& riches, and the luſt of other things, 


enter in,” and take poſſeſſion of the 
heart; they are ſure to choke every good 
principle, and to render fruitleſs every 


good inſtruction. Thoſe who are eager 


in laying up for themſelves treaſures on 
earth, even the promiſe of an inheritance 
incorruptible in the heavens” cannot affect. 


This world is the whole of their care; and 
godlinels 1 is to them nothing, unleſs it can 


be made an | inſtrument of gain. But fur- 
ther- —- 


II 
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If pride and ſel{-conceit, if a vain affec- 
tation of ſuperior knowledge, prevented 
the Scribes from coming to CHRIS, and 

3 liſtening to his plain and eaſy diſcourſes; 
let us then be admoniſhed, © not to think 

66 more highly of ourſelves than we ought 

« to think, but to think ſoberly — caſt. 
ing down all vain imaginations and pre- 
[ « ſumptuous reaſonings, that would op- 
* poſe. the revelation of Gop; and bring- 
3. ing into captivity every ſwelling thought 
d to the obedience of the Goſpel of 


„ CHRIST; 


and forming our practice by 
the example of that maſter, who was ſo 
| peculiarly ©* meek and lowly” both in mind 


and manners, Finally, 


If hypocriſy and malice had ſo blinded 
the Jews, that they could not diſcern the 
light of the Goſpel, even when it ſhone 
around them: If their bypocriſy had ob- 
EI ſcured 


ſcured and well-nigh extinguiſhed all fene 
of religion and morality among them; and 


<6 3 
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if their malice was continually plotting 
againſt Him, who compaſſionately laboured 


to work their reformation ; with how jea- 


lous an eye {hould we watch over our. 
ſelves, that theſevices may not infect us! For 
| theyarevices, you ſee, that will direct ly lead 


us to © turn the grace of Gop into wicked. 


79 


and to reject the good purpoſe 


g of his benevolence, to our eternal and un- 
ſpeakable detriment. N 


We know the certainty, we knoiv the 


importance, of the word of Gop ; let this 
therefore engage us to pay it a becoming 
regard; © and, laying aſide all malice, and 


all guile, and hypocriſy ; as new-born 


babes“ as perſons of ſincere and open 
hearts —let us 6 ' deſire” that ſpiritual nou- 


riſhment 


If 
| . 
SERMON VI 17 if 


| 
riſhment, that“ ſincere milk of the word, 1 
155 which will make us grow to PO” 


The e Goſpel was graciouſly deſigned, for 
our improvement in virtue and goodneſs ; i i 
and is admirably adapted to promote that — 
end. And, therefore, when faithfully pro- q. 
poſed, if it ever fails of its deſired ſucceſs, oil: 
it is not owing to any defect or inſuffici - 
ency in itſelf ; but to the faults and indiſ- | 
poſition of thoſe, to whom it is ſo ad- 
dreſſed ;—to ſome wrong turn of thought, | ö 

or ſome perverſeneſs of mind, which either _ ö 
nee [4 


Since then, it is of ſuch mighty and im- 
portant conſequence, that we receive the 
word of Gop into ſound and perfect hearts; 3 
| let us always be careful to preſerve ours in = | 
ſuch a frame and 'poſture—free to admit, |, MI 
and willing to cheriſh good inſtruction ; i! 

| 13 ready | 8 


| ready a diſpoſed to put that inſtruction 


and ſee that it dos not degenerate.—Let us 


tinually improve it into that condition, 
which is likely to promote its increaſe and 
harveſt. To ſpeak without a metaphor. 
Let us always be prepared to receive ſound 

_ doctrine; and ready to adopt thoſe ſacred 
rules, which our Lord has given us for the 
government of our lives and actions: And 
let us guard with all poſſible caution againſt 
thoſe dangerous and deceitſul errors which 
may lead us, firſt, into a ſtate of luke. 
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in practice. 


If we have already received the ſeed= 
the ſeed of eternal life—into good ground; 
let us diligently cultivate it, that it may 
bring forth the fruits of good living. Let 
us continually attend to that good ground; 


ſuffer neither briers, thorns, nor baneful 
weeds, to grow up in it; but let us con. 


warm · 
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HFarmneſs into a ſtate of indifference about 
Y religion ; and then by degrees into a ſhame- 


= ful negle& ;—perhaps, at laſt, into a fatal 


| contempt of God's word and command- 
ment. The looſe principles of the world, 
believe me, are no fit guides for thoſe, 


uo are on their paſſage to eternity, It is 
the Goſpel that ſhould direct us; becauſe 
ir is the Goſpel only that can lead us to 
3 happineſs. To the Goſpel therefore let us 


conſtantly attend: ſtudiouſſy avoiding, or 


induſtriouſly correcting every falſe, though 


| faſhionable opinion, that has any tendency 5 


to obſcure its truth; or to diminiſh its in- 
fuence upon our lives. 


Let us rule our hears with the utmoſt 
diligence; for in the heart is ſeated all re- 


ligion; and out of it proceed the iſſues of 


life. As we have received CHRIST by faith; 


and perfectly know 6 the right ways of the 


I 4 EY Lon; 
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#0 Lord ; zu let us imitate his example; 
and labour to make our own ways, — 
ſtraight,“ and conformable with his. Let 


propenſities, we may become more ready, 
more willing, and more faithful ſervants 
of Gop :—and, having had our fruit unto 


our Lord. 
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us ſtrive to rectify all the obliquities; and 
to correct all the wrong diſpoſitions of our 
nature: that, being freed from theſe ſinful 


holineſs here, may attain to everlaſting 
happineſs hereafter ; through mot 
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JOHN ix. 4. 


1 MusT WORK THE WORKS or HIM THAT 
| SENT ME, WHILE IT IS DAY : THE NIGHT 


COMETH, WHEN NO MAN CAN WORK, 


* . 
4 : I 
— — w.. —ñññ᷑ ́ —¾—f eee. 


Tusk are the words of our bleſſed 


Savious, who was ſent into the world 


upon an office or employment peculiar to 
himſelf. The office he had undertaken 
Was that of redeeming the world. In pur- 


ſuance of this office the work he had to do, 
Was 
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was to diſplay the glory of Gop in the re. 
covery and improvement of mankind. His 
work was, to reſtore men to a capacity of 


attaining ſalvation ;—to inſtruct them in 
their duty by his doctrine and to guide 
them into the practice of it by his exam- 


Ple. This commandment he received from 


his Father; and this he fulfilled, in the day 


of his miniſtration, with ſuch diligence 


and fidelity, that, when the night of his 


85 paſſion approached, he could appeal with 
confidence to him that ſent him in theſe 
ſolemn words—* 1 have glorified thee on 
0 earth: I have finiſhed the work thou 
* vayeſt me to do.“ 


Happy, could his diſciples cloſe their | 
lives with the ſame expreſſions ! For what 
our SAVIOUR, in my text, declares of him- 


felf, is, in a qualified ſenſe, truly applica- 


ble to all his followers. Notwithſtanding 
C the 
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the great things CARIST has done for u 8, 
we have ſtill—a work to do. CRS has 
appointed our work, and bound it upon 
us: and we are ſent into the world on 


= purpoſe to do it. He has opened to us 


the way of ſalvation. It concerns us to 
work it out in the way he has ſhewn. It 
concerns us to work it out ſpeedily, 


«while it is day; for the night cometh, 
6 when no man can work. 35 


But, to convince you the more fully of 
this truth, and to urge you to a ſuitable 
conduct, I ſhall endeavour 1 in the 

Firſt place to ſhew, that Gop ſent us, 
way one, into this world to do ſome 
work. 


Secondly, that the work we have to do, 
is the work of Gop that ſent us. 
And 
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And to engage your diligence in the per- 
formance of this work, 1 ſhall ſhew in the 


Third place, that it muſt be accompliſhed 
| within the ſhort term of this preſent life; — 
| while it is day: for the night of death 
* cometh, when we can no longer work.” 


| : 1 am firſt then to prove to you, that Gop 
ſent us, every one, into this world to do 
= ſome work. 


Now, with this view, let me entreat 
you to conſider, what kind of beings we 
1 are; and with what faculties endowed. 
We are active and reaſonable creatures: 
| capable of knowing the hand that formed 
us; and capable of doing our Maker ſer- 
| 

| 


vice. Having then ſuch faculties and 
powers, can we think them given us for 
= no end ? Are we able to do much, and 
| Foo 1 et 
E 
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yet obliged to do nothing! ? Does not abi- 
lity in its very nature imply duty? And 
muſt we not conclude of courſe, that we 

are bound to act, when Gop has endowed 
us s with "+ no for action! 1 


This neceſſarily follows from the nature 

of our endowments, and is further con- 

firmed to us by the exigencies of our con- 
dition. : 


Wo are placed in a world where our 
happineſs and welfare are made to depend 
on our own agency. Every period of our 
lives is ſubject to continual wants. Theſe 
wants daily and hourly call upon us to ex- 
ert ourſelves for the ſupply of them. But 
this ſupply cannot be procured without 
induſtry; for ſuch is the conſtitution of 

things, that if any perſon will not work, 
neither ſhall he eat. 
OD Be- 
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Beſides, as one ſtage of life is introduc. 
tory to another, ſo are there ſervices ap- 


propriated to each ſtage, neceſſary to be 
performed in order to prepare and qualify 
us for the ſucceeding. Vouth muſt be in- 


duſtrious in its preparations for the offices 
of maturer age. Manhood muſt be induſ- 
trious, not only in the diſcharge of its pe- 
culiar calling, but alſo in collecting and ſto- 
ring obſervations for the guidance of its fu · 
ture conduct. N or has even old age a 


diſpenſation for idleneſs: It is bound to 
work : it muſt ſtill act in example and in 


counſel Alt muſt ſhew the world what 
ought to be done; ; and employ its wiſdom 
for the uſe of the ignorant and inexperi- 


enced. In this view life appears to have 


been intended by its Author, as a conti- 
nued ſcene of activity ; proceeding on from 


Work to work through the whole extent 


and continuance of it, Every ſeaſon, every 
ſitu- 
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ſituation, and every ſtate has its engage- 
ments ;—calis upon us to exert ourſelves, 
and to fill up the circle of our duty, 


Some work then we, all of us, have to 
do; ſome buſineſs to complete. But the 
difficulty is not fo much to convince our 
judgments that we are to act at all, as to 
engage our affections that we may act 
aright. Something we are always ready 
to do from the mere activity of our nature; 
but that ſomething may prove at laſt nei- 
ther agreeable to our duty, nor anſwerable 
to our pains. As all actions are not in 
themſelves equally worthy, nor in their 
conſequences equally beneficial; we ſhould 
ſeriouſſy reflect, before we engage in any 
work, what is becoming of, and what 
may be uſeful to us. For, otherwiſe, we 
| ſhall labour on with a blind impetuoſity, 

an K | EY 
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| and ruin ourlelves by a perverſeneſs of in- 


duſtry. 


= But if we give e ourſelves time to conſider, 
we ſhall find—what I am now to Prove 
[| | | 
| . in the 


Second place, that the. eek 0 hich are 
| worthy of us here, and will redound to our 
3 benefit hereaſter, are thoſe of Gon that {ens 
Jus. They are called his works, not only, 
| * becauſe he has enjoined them, but becauſe 
himſelf alſo performs them. Would we 
then know what we mult do, in order to 
work the w orks of Go ? Why, the point 
is clear—we mull do as Gop does. For 
5 as he has deſigned us to be partakers of his 
| glory, ſo he has appointed us to be fellow 
1 workers with him. That we may then be 
= properly directed in our labours, let us 
| look up to Gop, and at as we have him 
for an example. 7 Non 


* 
* —— — — —— — 
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Now, it is extremely viſible in the ſcheme 

of providence, that Gop conſtantly adjuſts 
his operations in a regular, though diver- 
ſiſied manner, to the general good and pre- 
ſervation of the world. And ſince we are 
ordained to act as ſervants under him in the 
exccution of his gracious plan, it ſhould 
ever be our care to perform with diligence 
thoſe various parts « of it which he hath com- 
* mitted to our charge. Theſe Parts are aſ- 
ſigned us with our ſtations. For our ſta- 
tions are the allotments of Gop and if we 
mean to anſwer his intention of placing us 
in them, we muſt labour to promote the 
welfare of ſociety; for without the bene- 
fits ariſing from our various occupations, 
the city cannot be inhabited, nor the ſtate 
of the world preſerved: and therefore eve- 
ry neglect in the buſineſs of our ſtations, is 
not only hurtfal to ourſelves, but alſo an. 


K 2 injury 
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injury to the public, and a violation of the 


laws of Gop. 

We are apt to conſider our ſecular em- 
ployments in too contracted a light. We 
generally look upon them, as nothing more 
than the natural means of acquiring ſub- 


ſiſtence; whereas in truth they are ſo ma- 
ny portions of the divine adminiſtration ; 
and repreſented in ſcripture as ſo many 
inſtances of piety; the performance of 


which wilt entitle us fo a reward, and the 


: omiſion expoſe us to puniſhment. 


Since then we are Sand Is the body 


civil, as the Apoſtle obſerves of the body 
tpiritual, for the mutual benefit of each 


other, and the perfection of the whole ; it 


is every man's duty according to his eir- 
cumſtances to attend continually to that very 
thing. And having gifts, differing accor- 


ding 
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ding to the grace given unto us; whether 
prophecy, let us propheſy according to 
the proportion of faith; or miniſtry, let 
us wait on our miniſtering ; 3 or, he that 
teacheth, on teaching ; or he that exhort- 
eth on exhortation : he that giveth, let 
him do it with ſimplicity ; he that ruleth, 
with diligence ; ; he that ſheweth mercy, 
with cheerfulneſs.” In ſhort : L W haf= 
ever our hand findeth. to do,” whatever 
buſineſs our proper ſtation points out, we 
muſt not be ſlothful in it, but muſt do it 
| with all our might, from a principle of 
_ conſcience and fidelity. This is wel- | 
. pleaſing to Gop; and at the ſame time, | 
good and profitable unto men.“ 


But whilſt we are employed in theſe 
works the works of our ſeveral profeſſi- 
ons; let us bear in mind, that we have ſtill 
a work, common to us all, of much higher 

"4 "= 
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concernment: : the taking care of Our 
ſouls, and preparing for eternity. This 
is peculiarly the work of Gop in which he 
hath intereſted himſelf throughout all ages. 
* is indeed the work, which we were 
tinto the world to do; and which if we 

ve vndone, good had it been for us 
iat we had not been ſent into it. And 
ver 2 work it is, not to be accompliſhed 


* 


y a few flight endeavours ; not to be 5 
bg unpliſhed but by great labour and 
cu tant diligence ; not to be accompliſhed 
nur by the faithful uſe of the means pre- 
i. hed, by refolution and perſeverance. 
o. Many irregular inclinations have we, 
chat are hard to be ſubdued? How many 
vicious habits that are harder to be rooted 
our? How many good diſpoſitions have 
we that want ro be cheriſhed? How 
many virtues are. there of difficult acqui- 
ſition 
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ſition to be ingrafted in our ſouls? Yet all 
theſe things, painful as they are, muſt be 
done. The old man muſt be put off 
with all his corrupt and deceitful luſts; 
and the new man muſt be put on, 
adorned with righteouſneſs and true holi- 
E neſs,” We mult, notwithſtanding the re- 
luctancy of our nature, rectify our tem- 
Z pers and purify our hearts. We muſt 
bring into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Eunsr.“ We muſt, 
notwithſtanding the 1 of the 
world, raiſe our affections to things above, 
and acquire a reliſn for ſpiritual enjoy- 
ments. For“ without holineſs no man 
mall ſee the Loxp.” 


Review now the ſcene of life, and ob- 
ſerve how much you have to execute. 
Conſider frſt what ſociety requires, and 
p tin what Religion demands of you. 
L K 4 Con- 
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Conſider how great is the work to fulfl 
our temporal engagements, and to dif. 


charge properly the duties of our ſtations, 


But how much greater ſtill, to adorn our 
profeſſion, to perfect holineſs, and to make 
our calling and election ſure! Theſe con- 
ſiderations might avell render us cautious 

and careful, diligent zud expeditious in 


our work, though we had ever ſo large a 


portion of time allotted us for the perform. 
ance,of it. But, I am now in the 
Third place to remind you, that for ell 
our works, even the important work of our 
ſalvation, we have but a day, that is, only 
a ſhort time allowed us; after which “ the 


8 night cometh, when no man can work.“ 


That our whole life is comparatively but 


2 day; and that a long night will quickly 
| fucceed—are truths. that need no proof. 


Time 
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Time rolls on apace, and will ſoon bring 
us to our end. In our earlieſt moments 
there is but a ſtep between us and death, 
= How many has it ſurpriſed in their vigour 
E and ſtrength? Or if we are ſuffered here 
W to dwell to Nature's utmoſt limit, how 
ſhort our ſtay ! And yet, no ſooner 
will this ſhort life be cloſed, but a period 
comes to all ſuch working, as will be 
available to everlaſting ſalvation. Death 
q concludes our trial, and ſeals our accounts 
N for the day of judgment; when every man 
5 ſhall receive from the Loxp <* according to 
L | that he hath done, whether it be good or 
evil.“ 


If then we have ſo much work to per- 
form and ſuch accounts to give; if ſo much 
1 depends upon doing it well, and being 
| able to render a good account; ought we 
b not to apply ourſelves to it without delay, 
1 and 
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and to proſecute it with all our Vigour? 


Ought we not to ſeize the preſent Opporty. 


nity, and make the moſt of the time tha 
lies before us ? Is not the work worthy 


our attention, and {hall we not be reward. 


ed for all our pains ? ? Shall the low affairs 
and empty delights of this world raiſe our 
paſſions and ſtimulate our powers to per. 
petual action, and ſhall we be ſluggiſh and 
* languid | in the concerns of the other, where 


we ought to be moſt vigilant, induſtrious 


you defer it to day, who will ſecure to you 


and unwearied ? Shall we ſtrive ſo much 


for the things on earth, and ſhall heaven 


and eternity. be unregarded : ? conſider | 


beſcech you—ſuppoſe 3 you ſhould gain the 


whole world, what amends will it make for 


the loſs of your ſouls? And yet your fouls 
you mult loſe, if you work not the works 
of him that ſent you. You deſign perhaps 
to do it at ſome future opportunity. But it 


the 


5 
WITS 
A 4 

5 
* [ 
ORE 8 

8 
2 
5 EY 
D 2% 
5 . . 
J LE 
„ : 
2 % 
1 * 
7 
9 
5 wo I 
Nr 
* 
ſs. 2, 
$52: 
4 * 
85 

Is 
C 5 

. 
os 

E 1 
1 

* * 
; 2 
of 8 
E 3X 
ay 
. 
13 
n 
929 2 
3 

N . 8 

A 72 

x WS 
1 ES . 
8 3 o 

kD 

2 15 

WD 

_—_ 

1 
=. 

1 
we 
Wt 
8 2 
4 j 3 * pf 
= 
* 
„ 
8 
1 
* 
1 
"= 
5 
_... 
he 
_ 
—_ 
I 
4 1 
ST 
- 
. 

x 

== x 
__- 

_ 

F 4 «XX 

Wt. 

N. 85 

* 
E. 
2 
8 
_— 
_—_ 
Ky 4 
K 
_— 
xt 
* 
* 
2 
= 
== 

_ 

_ 

8 ” . 2 : 
3 
Fr 

* 

3 

8, 

. = 
= 

ac; 7 

3 
= 

. . 

. £80 
* 
4 
* 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 
=. 4 
_—— 
_ q 
"x4 
* 1'S 
_ 
1 
. "py 
x 
48 P 
_-_ 4 
_. 
IJ "KJ 
1 
=” 

__ 

1 
2 
yl 

_ 

8 
4.2280 
8 
$ 8 
IE 
'Y 
> 
- = 
4 
2 
8 
1 
1 
7 "IS 
= 
8 
N 

4 2 8 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

„ 
1 
: 3 4 
_ 
4 <A bs 
_. 
8 * 
= 1 
- Wb 
SE 
= 
3 2 

I 
_ 
= 

oc 
: — 
1 

1 

8 2 
. 

; 4 
= * 
x 

7 

___ 

7 
el 
os 5 

” 
4 


H now enjoy: Perhaps, they may neither be 
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che morrow ? This night; for aught you 
know, your ſouls may be required of you. 
E And ſhould they be required, what becomes 
of our intended penitents? Will their in- 
tention of being good hereafter, ſave them? 
win not their obſtinacy in rejecting ſo many 
calls utterly confound and condemn them? 
Their projected righteouſneſs can be of no 
arail. In the treſpaſſes they had treſ- 
bpaſſed, and in the fins they had ſinned ix 
= em they died, 15 and for them they ſhall | 
YH be judged, 


But ſuppoſe our departure ſhould not be 
| ſudden ; ſuppoſe life ſnould be continued 


tous; yet, if we idly neglect the preſent: 


opportunities of well-doing, how are we 


# ſure that we ſhall ever meet with any 


more? Or if we do, yet what ſecurity have 
we that they ſhall prove equal to thoſe we 


ſo 
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ſo many, nor ſo advantageous. For the 
further we enter into the purſuits of this 
life, the fewer opportunities we ſhall 


have of courſe to mind our ſpiritual con. 


cerns. And the further we advance in 
years, the leſs able we ſhall be, in all pro- 

| bability, to make a right uſe of thoſe that 

offer. The day of health is often much 
| ſhorter than that of animal life: and when 
ſickneſs comes, what ſervice can we per- 
form to any purpoſe ? How ſhall we be 


able to exert ourſelves when languor and 


ſorrow have depreſſed our ſpirits? This 
is a reflection of great moment ; and of 
which therefore we are frequently re- 


minded. And did we ſeriouſly lay it to 


heart, ſurely we ſhould remember our 
Creator betimes ; and finiſh his works be. 


fore the evil days come, and the years 


draw nigh, when we can neither do an) 


ſervice, nor enjoy any comfort. 
And 
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of ſalvation; which may be cloſed before 


the cloſe of life, or even the loſs of natural 


abilities. We have ſtrong intimations 


W he expects our repentance and amend- 
ment, and beyond which no grace or fa- 
E vour will be found. Not that fincere re- 


pentance and real amendment will ever 


= © the wicked man turneth away from his 
& © wickedneſs that he hath committed, and 


=» 


E rity, that © he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive.“ 


have been accuſtomed to do evil: or, that 
J buch as have long been ſinning wilfully, 
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And we have ſtill the more reaſon to be 
N | thus early and careful in our application, 


} E becauſe there is an accepted time, a day 


given us, that Gop has fixed a time wherein 


But we have no authority to pronounce, 
chat they may at pleaſure do good, who 


come too late for acceptance. When 


- doeth that which is lawful and right;“ we 


may pronounce upon the higheſt autho- 


ſhall : 
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ſhall immediately be capable of repentance, 


on their vouchſafing to caſt ſome thought; 


that way. If we reaſon from ſimilar caſey 


we ſhall be led to a very different concluſion, 


We ſee almoſt daily examples, wherein 


mere ſorrow, and even ardent wiſhes, nay, 


real endeavours are found inſufficient to 


repair a man's fortune, or to reſtore his 


health, when he has waſted and deſtroyed 


them by extravagance and riot. And, ji 


ſuch methods are, thus unable to {ct all 


right in men's temporal concerns; what 


_ wiſe man would reduce himſelf to a nece!- 


5 
5 


ſity of trying their ſucceſs in an affair of in- 


finitely greater moment reduce himſelf to 


the neceſſity of relying on their efficacy, 


not only for removing the dreadful conie- 


quences of a life of ſin, but for ſecuring the 


rewards of a life of holineſs ? 7 he truth 15, 


that repentance itſelf is no ſuch eaſy mat. 


rer as ſeems to be too commonly ſuppoicd 
5 | | The 
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| 4 The completion of it at leaſt, if not the 
5 firſt motion towards it, is certainly the gilt 
Y of Gov. And how can the habitual ſinner 
E preſume, that the ſpirit of God ſhould al- 
W ways counſel him? Why ſhould he not ra- 


I ther apprehend, that the time may ſoon 
1 come, when, though he ſhould be willing 
q | to inherit the bleſſing he hath profanely 
z | deſpiſed, his pretenſions ſhall be rejected? 


ndt becauſe real repentance would even 


* chen be unavailable, ſuppoling him capa- 
ble of it; but becauſe he will then have 


; * the power, the poſſibility of repen- 


5 2,500 

1 * £7 ta n 

1 c « 

= . 
* . 
> ** 


L Hear now the concluſion of the whole— 
5 [the application that we ſhould make or 
3 [this 1 important ſubject. We are ſent into 


F | the world by our great Creator upon a 


: Frvice of infinite Spare to 1 ac - 


many 


1 
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many of us the day is already far ſpent, 
and the night is at hand: it therefore he. 
hoves us to examine our progreſs. Hays 
we carefully attended to the work of our 
falvation ? Have we honeſtly purſued the 
buſineſs of our ſtations ? Have we been ftv. 
duious to adorn our Chriſtian profeſſion? 
Have we laboured to avoid every Vice, and 
to improve in every virtue? Have we ob- 
ſerved the ſtatutes and ordinances of the 
Lord — been conſtant in our private and 
public devotions and more eſpecially n 
our attendance at the altar? Have we be. 
haved in all the relations of life ſuitably to 
the obligations that lay upon us? Have ve 
ſhewed the love of Gop ingrafted in our 
hearts, and made his glory the end of our 
actions ? It we have; then are we true and 
faithful ſervants; and may expect here- 
after to be bleſſed in our deeds. But if ve 
have not; then, believe me, it is high time 

| we 
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we ſhould look to ourſelves, and not only 
think upon, but inſtantly practiſe all theſe 
things. For our obligations to the prac- 
tice of goodneſs are peculiarly ſtrong ; and 
our deficiences } in this reſpect will be pro- 
8 portionably puniſhed. Remember, we 
have been hired in the morning, taken into 
the vineyard in the beginning of life 
have engaged with our maſter to work 
there—have had many advantages to for- 
ward our labour :—ſhall we then, regard- 
leſs of theſe engagements, ſtand here all 
the day idle, or, which is worſe than idle- 
neſs, employ ourſelves in the ſervice of ſin ? 
We do it at our peril—at the peril of our 
ſouls—at the peril of eternal deſtruction to 
our ſouls and bodies in another ſtate. We 
die indeed ; but what then ? Shall we not 
riſe again into another life, where our ſitu- 
ation will be determined by our preſent con- 
duct? As ſure as it 1s appointed us once 
e 3; . 8 


every appetite. But, when he comes to 
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to die, ſo after that there will be a judg- 
ment ; when he who knew his Lord's will, 
and prepared not himſelf, neither did 


according to his will, ſhall ſuffer grievous 
condemnation. 


Since, therefore, death puts an end to our 


trial, and conſigns us to our eternal doom ; 


let us think betimes, how dreadful the ap- 


proach of it muſt appear, ſhould the buſi- 


neſs of our lives ſtand Hen unfiniſhed ! In 


- early years indeed, while the circulations 
are free, and the ſpirits lively, time may X 
glide along with tolerable ſmoothneſs in a 


courſe of unthinking gaiety. The young 


man may rejoice in his youth, and let his 
heart cheer him. He may for ſome time 
walk in his own ways, and follow his own 
devices, indulging himſelf without reſerve 


in the gratification of every ſenſe and of 


be 
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be chilled by age, — the voice of the Lord 
will be heard in that cool of his day. And, 
when the remonſtrances of conſcience 
begin to upbraid him, what muſt be the 
ſearchings of his heart! What muſt be the 
agonies of his ſoul, when he finds himſelf 
obliged to leave this world, having ſcarcely 
done any work for which he was ſent into 
it; and is juſt entering into another—poor 

and naked, without having provided any 
requiſite qualification for it that other, 
in which he knows, that for the ſhort plea- 
ſures of this life there await him endleſs 
torments. Such is the end of vanity and folly. 


As for the righteous it is not ſo with him. 
He has quite another proſpect. In the 
evening of life he can look back with plea- 

ſure on the ſcene that is paſt; for each 
part affords him comfort, His work is 


1 done; 


— 
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done; ; and he waits with ſerenity for the 


148 SERMON VII. 


coming of his maſter ;—in bumble con- 
fidence that his reward is with him, and 
&« his works before him "41 When he en- 


ters into the valley of the ſhadow of death, 


he will fear no evil; for he knows that his 


Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall live 


allo. And when he is riſen into that other 


life, he will alſuredly find that his labour 
in this was not in vain. The Lord has 


| prepared a place for him; and will receive 


him with that high approbation, « Well | 


done, thou good and faithful ſervant ; 
e thou haſt been faithful over a few things, 


4 1 will make thee ruler over many things : 
« enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord.” 


That we may all obtain this approba- 


tion, and be at laſt admitted into that 
{tate of glory, let us apply ourſelves to 
God for e and ſupport through | 


this 
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this arduous undertaking. Let us humbly 
beſeech Him, that he would turn away 
our eyes leſt they behold wickedneſs, and 
quicken us in his way. That he would in- 
ſpire us with reſolution, and ſtrengthen us 
with might for the taſk aſſigned us. That 
he would give us grace, as to begin, ſo to 
go on, continually abounding in the work 
of the Lord through the day of life ; for 
the night of death will quickly overtake us, 
= when we can no longer work. 
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EPHESIANS vi. 4. 


BRING THEM UP IN THE NURTURE AND AD- 
' MONITION OF THE LORD. 


6 i HE goodneſs of Gop is in no inſtance 
more diſcernible than. in providing againſt 
the infirmities of our helpleſs ſtate, and 
providin g for our welfare from our earlieſt 
Infancy. When we come into the world 
we find, that his providence, attentive to 
our various wants, has kindly made all 
Proper proviſion both for our preſent and 


future 
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future happineſs. He has laid our Parents 
under the ſtrongeſt injunctions to ſupport, 
cheriſh and take care of us—and has im- 


and we feel in proportion the advantages, 
which ariſe from the exerciſe of it. But, 


after a certain rate ; yet the true and pro- 


ly conſidered nor attended to. Parents, 


0 quently lay the greateſt ſtreſs on compara- 
; tively ſmall and trivial matters. Enamoured 


the value that is ſet vpon it by others, they 


planted ; in their conſtitutions, a vigorous 
and lively affection, to urge them to the 
obſcrvance of this neceſſary duty. 


Under the influence of this affection, the 
duty is indeed in ſome degree obſerved, 
notwithſtanding the duty is generally ac 
knowledged, and as generally practiſed 
per method of diſcharging it is neither du- 


miſtaken in their eſtimate of things, fre- 


of the world themſelves, and obſerving 


__ ," 


are 
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N | are too apt to confine their views to this 

I | temporal ſcene of things; ; and fondly to 

* imagine, that they are then conſulting the 

chief and moſt valuable intereſt of their 
I offspring, when they employ their care to 
ſettle them creditably, as they conceive, in 
1 life; and to form them to thoſe habits, 
I manners and diſpoſitions,which arethought 
anſwerable to their intended ſtations. And 
indeed, conſidered as beings deſtined to 
act a part in the world, children do cer- 
tainly ſtand in need of ſuch care to ſet them 
out; and of ſuch inſtructions to render 
them equal to their future occupations. 
W But then it ſhould be remembered, that, 
as this world 1s connected with another ; 
| and the employments and tranſactions of 
h e preſent life, will hereafter influence 
| our eternal condition; ſo the principles 
upon which they are performed, and the 
manner in which they are conducted, f 
ſhould 
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ſhould be conformable—not with the max. 
ims of worldly wiſdom, but with thoſe 


rules of piety and virtue, which Gop has 
delivered for the ſecurity of our preſent 
and future happineſs. In this view rell. 


gion, as it contains thoſe rules, appears of 


the utmoſt importance; and juſtly claims 
our principal regard in the management 
and education of children. For if they are 
not impreſſed with right principles at firſ, 
and * train'd up in the way they ſhould go; 

they will of courſe imbibe wrong princi- 
ples, and be ſeduced into the way they 


ſhould not go. And hence it is, that the 
ſcripture, aware of the danger they run, 


is ſo preſſing with us, not to leave them to 
themſelves and the world, to pick up their 
notions and practice, as caſual converſati- 


on or example may ſuggeſt ; but to train 
them up under ſuch diſcipline and inſtruc- 


tion, as may lead them to the knowledge 
5 of 
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of the Religion of CHRIS TH; and moſt ef- 


1 fectually diſpoſe them to profeſs and prac- 
$ | tiſe it. Bring them up,” ſays the Apoſ- 
I tle, in the nurture and admonition of 
3 « the Lord.” And, ſince ſo much de- 
3 pends on the due performance of this duty 
on bringing up children in the manner 
3 here ſpecified, I ſhall therefore endeavorr, 


as my ſubject requires, to inform you, in 


the 


Firſt place, wherein this duty conſiſts, 
and how it ought to be performed. 


1 
arguments and motives as may incite you 


to perform and diſcharge it accordingly. 


Now: the firſt thing enjoined on parents 
by this command, is—to cauſe their chil- 


dren to learn in their infancy the doctrines 


and 
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and precepts of Religion. The minds of 


children are not only ſo tender as to be ca. 


pable of receiving any impreſſions; but 


they are likewiſe ſo formed, that they muſt 
neceſſarily receive ſome. What kind of 


impreſſions thoſe are, which they firſt re. 
ceive, is a point of the higheſt conſequence, 


For thoſe firſt impreſſions generally fink 
very deep; and have a laſting influence 


on their growing lives. Upon which ac- 
count, it ſhould be the parent's chief con- 
cern to give piety and virtue the firſt pol. 
ſeſſion of their hearts. To this end, they 
ſhould, from the beginning, be taught to 


know the Gop who made them; and to 


acknowledge that providence, which con- 


tinually ſupports them. — They ſhould, 


from the earlieſt dawn of reaſon, be di- 


rected to the Lord that bought them ; and 


to that Holy Spirit whoſe office it is to ſanc· 
tity them ;—and ſo be led on to thoſe other 
branches 
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R branches of knowledge, which are neceſ- 
] fary to make us wiſe unto ſalvation. As 
meir minds open, theſe things ſhould be 
Z explained to them ; and their weight and 
3 importance often preſſed and inculcated 


upon them. N eglect them not at this fa- 
W vourablc ſeafon : for they themſelves invite 
Hoa to the work, by the curioſity which they 


| diſcover to be acquainted with things, and 


| the attention which they give to informa- 

tion. Pour your leſſons gradually into them, 
| as they are able to comprehend them—line 
upon line, and precept upon precept— 


that their improvement in knowledge may 
keep pace with their ſtature, and their picty 
| riſe in n proportion to their years, 


All parents indeed are not, I grant, 
| equally qualified for this undertaking, ſo 
as to perform it in a maſterly way. Moſt 


Jof them however, if not all, might, did 


they 
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they chooſe, by the help of that compen. 
dious catechiſm which the church has pro- 


vided, convey to their children ſufficient 
inſtruction, and that in a proper and ef. 
fectual method, with reſpect to the moſt 
needful and neceſſary truths. And it be. 
 hoves them to reflect, that they will be 
utterly inexcuſable, if they do not faith. 
fully inſtil into their minds thoſe firſt prin. 
Ciples of our holy Religion, with which 
they are ſo readily and eaſily furniſhed :— 
if they do not inſtru them in the nature 
and obligation of the chriſtian covenant 
what mercies are offered on Gov's part, 
and what duties are required on theirs— 


what they are to believe, and what they 
are to do, in order to be ſaved. 


When this foundation is laid, you muſt | 
then refer them to the holy ſcriptures—a 
portion of which they ſhould daily read— 

1 ak 
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and oblige them, at the ſame time, to a 


regular attendance on public diſcourſes for 
further improvement in religious know- 
ledge. By theſe means they will be ſo 
rooted and grounded in the truth, as to be 


able to withſtand the oppoſing blaſts of 


| falſe doctrine ; and to confute the cunning 
= ſophiſtry of thoſe, who may attempt to ſe- 
duce them 1nto error. 


This is one point gained: but when this 
is gained, you are by no means to ſtop 
here. For after they are inſtructed 3 in tre 
knowledge of their duty, they ſhould alſo 


be brought up in the conſtant practice and 
obſervance of it. They muſt not only be 


taught to know Gop, but they muſt like- 
wiſe be accuſtomed to worſhip him. They 


muſt not only be made ſenſible of the rea - 


ſonableneſs and excellency of the divine 


: commands ; ; but they muſt likewiſe be ha- 
M bitu- 
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bituated to pay a due and proper regard to 
them. If children are early accuſtomed to 
addreſs themſelves to Gop, and to ap- 


proach him with that reverence both in 
public and private, which is ſuitable to 
the majeſty of Heaven and earth; it will 


raiſe in them an awful ſenſe of the Deity, 
and render them obſervant of what he en- 


joins. The obſervance of his laws, per- 


ſiſted in for a time, will give them a bias 


on the fide of virtue ; and gradually con- 


firm them in well- doing. This the apoſtle | 
plainly ſaw muſt be the natural conſe- 


quence of ſuch good beginnings ; and 


therefore 77s 18 what he principally recom- 
mends to the care and attention of parents. 


For he exhorts them not merely to in/trud, 
but to bring or train up their children 


* in the nurture and admonition of the 


« Loxp:” that is, not only to teach them 


ſome truths, neceſlary to be known or be- 


lieved, 


is 4 
RY 
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lieved, but to endeavour to form thoſe 
truths into practical principles, ſo as to ren- 
der them of habitual good influence on 
their temper and conduct, in the various 
occurrences of life. 


« Doubtleſs Religion requires inſtruction; 
for it depends on our knowing and belie- 
ving ſome truths: and ſo does common 


E prudence in temporal affairs depend on 


our knowing others. Yet neither of them 
3 conſiſt in the bare knowledge or belief of 
4 thoſe truths ; but in our being brought by 
1 | ſuch knowledge or belief to a correſpon- 
dent temper and behaviour. Religion, as 
it ſtood under the Old Teſtament, is per- 
petually called the Fear of Gop; under the 
New, Faith in CHRIS r. Now, as that fear of 
Go does not Ggnify literally —being afraid 
of him, but having a good heart, and lead- 
ing a good life, in contequenee of that fear; 
M 2 REELS 
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ſo this faith in CHRIST does not ſignify 

literally being convinced that he is the 
Meſſiah, but the becoming his real diſci- 
ples, and fulfilling his commands, in con- 
ſequence of ſuch conviction.” 


Our Religion then being thus practical, 
conſiſting in a frame of mind and courſe of 
behaviour, ſuitable to the commands of 
Go, and conducive to our final happineſs; 
children ought, by education, to be led on 
to this courſe of behaviour, and formed into 
this frame and diſpoſition of mind. And 
it deſerves our conſideration, that if no 
care be taken to do it, they will grow up 
in a directly contrary behaviour, and be 
hardened in directly contrary habits. Of 
this indeed we are ſufficiently ſenſible, as 
far as relates to thoſe outward ornaments 
which are neceſſary to fit them for the con- 
| verſe of the world. And therefore, inſtead 
25 85 of 
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of leaving them to themſelves, we provide 
maſters to inſtruct them in every graceful 


and polite accompliſhment. In the per- 
formance of which, we do not- only ex- 
pect that they ſhould lay before them the 


rules of their art, but that they ſhould like- 
wiſe ſuperintend, conduct and guide them 


in the practice and exerciſe of thoſe rules; 


without which they would remain as deſti- 


tute of thoſe ſeveral accompliſhments, as 


if they had never been taught. But if ſo 
much care and pains be requiſite to faſnion 


the outward man to all the graces and ele- 


gance of motion; can we ever ſuppoſe 


that the inward man can be formed by leſs 


to the more difficult rules of virtue ? And. 
yet, how little care do we properly apply 
to this needful purpoſe? Vo think of 
making it their buſineſs, though really it 
is the buſineſs of all, to regulate the wills, 


to govern the paſſions, and to direct the 


M 3 af · 


_ WT * * 3 - > * 
* a 2 - = Sos 0 + — 2 > - — - - 


7.7... d . ¶ p ree” "RO TO 
— — 
— 88 a » DD — 
; - = 4 . 


. 
a 


166 SERMON VIII. 


affections of their children ? Are not the 
reins generally thrown looſe upon their 
_ necks for ſeveral years together ; and they 


allowed to do juſt what is right in their owy 
eyes? Or, if we confine them, for the 
ſake of ſaving appearances, to the modes 


= and forms of external decorum, yet how 
ſeldom do we attempt to correct the inter. 


MEET 2 8 


nal depravity and perverſeneis of their 
hearts? And therefore what wonder, 


if, when they are grown to maturer years, 
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they ſhould, notwithſtanding the profeſſion 


of Chriſtianity, exert all the paſſions of un- 
diſciplined nature, and run counter to 
ll every thing that is yirtuous and good! 


Now, in order to ſecure them from this 
extreme, be careful to inſpect their natu- 
kal diſpoſitions, See where their greateſt 
3 danger lies: obſerve which is their weabeſt 
kde; and then endeavour all you can ta 
fors 
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fortify by art, what is thus left unguarded 
by nature. Call ; in all poſſible aſſiſtance : 
implore the divine grace for their improve- 
ment; and inſtruct them to do the ſame. 
Inculcateupon them all thoſe virtues, which 
are moſt agreeable to their condition ; and 
cautiouſly reſtrain them from thoſe vices, 
to which they are addicted by the inexpe- 
rience of their years, or the bias of their 
inclinations. Shew them particularly the 
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amiableneſs of Religion | in your own lives; ; 
and let them ſee by your converſation, how 
lovely a thing it is to be good. Example 
is, with all, far more prevalent than pre- 
cept ; and eſpecially with children, who 
are remarkably prone to imitate. This“ 
then ſhould induce you to keep a conſtant 
guard upon your conduct; and not only 
to abſtain from groſs ſins before them, but 
even to avoid all ſuch practices as have the 
leaſt tendency to what is evil. For though 
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you ſhould give them the moſt perfect in- 
ſtructions - ſhould tell them of the tolly & 
fuch and ſuch indulgences, the vanity of 
ſuch and ſuch purſuits, and the ſinfulnefs 
of ſuch and ſuch actions; yet, if they ob- 
ſerve you indulging in the things you con- 
demned, purſuing the things you judged 
vain, and acting the part you pronounced 
ſinful; ; what can you expect but that their 
paſſions ſhould be excited by what you do; 
and that they ſhould conſequently be 
- prompted to follow you into the ſame exceſs 
of fin and riot. Therefore, as you value 
their welfare, keep a ſtri& guard upon 
your words and actions: do nothing before 
them, but what they may ſafely copy : let 
your example be their guide: and whenever 
they chance to deviate from the right, tem- 
per your correction to their genius and dif- 
poſitions. The better to encourage you! to 
this care, I come now, in the 


Second 
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Second place, to point out ſome of thoſe 


great advantages, that would naturally 
flow from thence, as well to yourſelves, as 


to your children. And with regard to the 
children, ſuch an education will put them 


in the way of ſecuring both their temporal 
and eternal intereſt. For Godlineſs is 


6 profitable unto all things ; having the 
6 promiſe of the life that now iS, as well 


« as of that which is to come.” It is the 


ſafeſt guide to what is good; and the great- 


eſt preſervative againſt evil. It will teach 


them the trueſt enjoyment of what this 


world | affords ; | and crown them at laſt 


with endleſs felicity 1 in the other. And with 


; regard to the parents, the happy effect of 


their care will be, that they will reap the 
comfort, and certainly great comfort it is. 
oel ſeeing their children riſing into life under 
L a promiſing aſpect then acting, in every 
ſtation, juſt as becomes them and paſſing 
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through the world with eſteem and appro. 


bation. Sons or daughters, thus wile and 


thus virtuous, will make their fathers glad. 
And among their other virtues, that fili 


affection, which in a good perſon is moſt 
vigorous towards an aged parent, will ad 


miniſter ſuch joy to their decaying life, a 
no one can conceive, but they who feel it, 


Such is generally the bleſſed fruit of an 


early piety. But, if their children ſhould, 
as they ſometimes may, prove the reverſe 
of all this, and turn out undutiful and 
wicked; yet the parents will extract this 
conſolation from it that they have no- 
thing to reproach themſelves withal; but 
have done every thing that in them lay, to 
guard againſt and prevent it. Whereas, 


in the other caſe, when they are neglected 


in their younger years, and ſuffered to pro- 

ceed according to the bent of their own 
inclinations, a8 they will neceſſarily be- 
Come 


1 
We 
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7 come bad in all relations, ſo the guilt of 
an their fins will, in a great meaſure, be 
| 5 chargeable on thoſe, whoſe duty it was to 
Y have taught them better. Nay, it will ex- 
| J tend further ;—even to the ſins of their 
Z children's children. For, as by training 
| q up your own offspring in the ways of Reli- 
b gion, you may be laying inſtruction for 
3 their poſterity, to the increaſe and im- 


= provement of your future reward ; ſo by 


4 being careleſs of them you may ruin their 
4 deſcendants for many generations, to the 

E aggravation of your future puniſhment. 
q Nor imagine, that the wrong habits, which 
| they have early contracted through your 
| } neglect, ſhould ever be corrected after- 
1] wards. For if children ſet out at firſt in a 
F wrong way, they generally continue the 
© fame erroneous track all their lives. They 
are commonly hurried into the world ſo 
| ſoon, 
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ſoon, and then ſo buſily engaged in i, 
that they will not give themſelves time t. 
reflect and conſider; or if they did, hae 
not the faculties perhaps to reaſon them. 
ſelves into virtue. Of this we have dai 


proofs that ſhould make us tremble. 


We are apt to complain, that the pre. 
ſent age is looſe and wicked. And were 
any one to take a religious ſurvey of theſ 
great cities—the general decay of public 
- piety, much too apparent in our churche 
on the Lory's day—the profane languag: 
and indecency in our ſtreets—with the 
many other overflowings of ungodlineks, 
would ſoon convince him that we do not 
complain without reaſon. Nevertheleß, 
whenever we condemn the age as bad ve 
fhould ſeriouſly conſider, whether we have 
done our part to make it better. Perhaps 
we 
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all our endeavours, we ſhall be able to 


E long habituated to a vicious courſe, and 
re not ſubje&t to our authority. The 
iilng generation is however in our hands, 
3 and we may now model it to what we 
L pleaſe. If we faithfully diſcharge our duty, 
I and exert a due charity for the ſouls in- 
2 mean, prevent, a multitude of future fins : 
F But, if we are regardleſs of theſe matters, 


heavy charge will lie againſt us, and 


cauſe to deplore our negligence. How- 
erer harſh this may ſeem, Truth calls 
upon me to declare it. I would fain, if 
3 it be poſſible, awaken parents into a ſenſe 
of their duty; and therefore am bound 


Z we may think, and juſtly too, that, with 


gein but little upon thoſe, who have been 
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perſuade them to become ſo wiſe in time, 


as to ſerve the Lorp with their whole 


houſe; training up their families in the 
way they ſhould go, that it may be well 
with them, and with their children for 
ever. oy gs 
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SERMON IX. 


2 PETER "PR 8, 


o IN GRACE, AND IN THE KNOWLEDGE 
OF oun LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST. 


Is was, we find, in former times ; and 
it is, we know, in times preſent ; a very 
common miſtake among Chriſtians—when 


they have gained ſome knowledge of the 


doctrines of Religion, and made ſome ad- 


vancement in the practice of its duties 
| 1 . 10 
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to imagine themſelves ſufficiently wife, 
and ſufficiently virtuous : and in conſe- 
quence of that imagination, to reſt ſatiſ- 
fied with their preſent attainments, re- 
gardleſs of any further improvements. 
Now, it is ſomething, to be ſure, to un- 
derſtand the principles of the doctrine of 
Cunisr, and to be able to give a reaſon of 
the hope that is in us; it is ſomething to 
have laid the foundation of repentance from 
dead works, and to have made ſome pro- 
greſs in the ways of righteouſneſs: But, 
certainly, all this comes far ſhort of the 
meaſure of our obligation, and the extent 
of our duty: far ſhort of that exalted 
goodneſs, which the example of our Sa- 
vIOUR recommends, and which the Goſpel 
enjoins as neceſſary to Salvation. For if 
we would obtain the prize of our calling— 
would fecure our everlaſting inheritance— 


we mult, by no means, content ourſelves 


With 
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with partial obedience and low proficiencies; 
but ſhould preſs on, with vigour, towards 
perfection ſhould advance from faith to 
faith, and proceed from virtue to virtue: 


exerting all our diligence to“ grow daily 


in grace; and in the knowledge of our 


Lord and Saviour IESUs CHRIST.“ 


That you may, then, the better under- 
ſtand the true import, and full meaning of 


this admonition, and may be the better 
qualified and — to obſerve it, I ſhall 


conſider, 


' Firſt, what it is to grow in grace, and 


the knowledge of CHRIST, 

| Secondly, what neceſſity there is for 
aſpiring after ſuch growth, and making 
ſuch improvement. And 


Thirdly, by what means ſuch growth 


and improvement may be made and 285 { 


| moted. 


N2 Firſt 
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Firſt then, ſince all holy deſires, all vin 
reſolutions, | and all juſt works, are de- 


rived from heaven—from the gracious in- 
fluence of the divine Spirit; therefore the 
Scripture frequently repreſents all ſuch 
deſires, reſolutions, and actions, by the 


general name of grace. It does ſo in this 


place. For to grow in grace, 18 evidently 


to grow. in all the virtues and graces of a 


Chriſtian life ; that is, to live daily in a 


more exact and perfect conformity with 


the rules of the Goſpel. But before we 


can grow to this excellency of practice 


this conformity with the rules of the Goſ- | 


pel—we muſt previouſly grow in the know- 
ledge of thoſe rules, as there delivered by 
our Loxd and Saviour Jesvs. CHaRisr. 
For knowledge is the foundation of prac- 


tice: and it is impoſſible for us to obey 
the will of Gop, unleſs we underſtand 
what his will 18. 


The 
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The firſt ſtep therefore, in our com- 


pliance with the exhortation here given 


us, muſt be—carefully to learn, what it is 
that the Lok requires of us; in what 
manner we are to proceed; and how far 
we are to go. The commandment of Gop 
is extremely exact, and, at the ſame time, 
exceedingly broad. It comprehends a 
large extent, and enjoins a critical pre- 
ciſeneſs, of action. This extent of duty, 


this propriety of action, we ſhould care- 


fully examine and ſtudiouſly adjuſt ; exa- 


mine through every part, and adjuſt to 


every circumſtance ; or otherwiſe, we may 


chance to fall into grievous miſtakes, and 


finally periſh in our errors. 


But it is not enough that we A now theſe 


things; therefore what we have thus 


learned, we muſt, next, endeavour to put 
in practice. And in this endeavour, as we 


1 are 
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are ſure to be oppoſed by the 186 cur- 


rent of our corrupt inclinations, we muſt 


conſequently ſtrive to correct our affec- 
tions to regulate Our paſſions—and to 


reduce every licentious imagination to the 


diſcipline of Chriſt. But, thus to rectify 
the perverſeneſs of our corruption, is a 


work of no ſmall difficulty. It will re— 


quire our conſtant attention, and moſt 


vigorous application: nay, though we at- 
tend ever ſo cloſely, and apply ever ſo 


vigorouſly, yet we may often deviate into 


{in : but ſtill, if we Perſevere with patience, 


we ſhall gain, in time, frequent victories 


over ourſelves; and make, by degrees, 


conſiderable advances in virtue, What- 


_ ever virtues we have thus attained, we muſt 


make it our buſineſs daily to exerciſe: by 


ſuch exerciſe, we ſhall not only perfect 


ourſelves in thoſe we poſſeſs; but ſhall be 


led to the acquirement of others, + Ker 


the 
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the virtues being all connected together, 


every one of them is a ſtep or introduc- 
tion to another. By theſe ſteps then, we 
ſhould continually advance in the ways of 
piety—ever thankful for every improve- 


ment, yet ever ambitious of further pro- 


greſs. For be our improvements what 


they may, we have no reaſon, in any part 


of our lives, to eſteem ourſelves ſufficiently 


perfect: but, * forgetting thoſe things 
c that are behind” —laying no ſtreſs on 


thoſe virtues already acquired we ſhould 


reach forth to thoſe things that are 


99 


« before, 


graces, of which, as yet, we are not poſ- 


ſeſſors. But this will appear more clearly, 


when | have ſhewed, in the 


Second place, the great neceſſity of ſuch 


continued growth, and conſtant 1 improve- 
5 ment. Though, to perſons rightly diſ- 


N4 poſed, 


and earneſtly aſpire to thoſe 
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poſed, what occaſion is there to ſhew it at 
all? Needs the man who 1s ſincerely good 

be told of the neceſſity of growing better? 
Will not the ſame motives that induced 
him, at firſt, to enter on a virtuous courſe, 
engage him afterwards to perſevere in it ? 


will not the growing eaſineſs allure his 


ſteps, and the riſing pleaſure encourage 


his progreſs? But if, either the indolence 
of his temper ſhould prompt him to remit 


his care, or the error of the wicked ſhould 


ſeduce him from his ſteadfaſtneſs; then 


let him conſider, 


| That the commandments of Gop 
ſtrictly enjoin us, as to begin, ſo to go on 
in well- doing—to walk worthy of the Loap, 


and endeayour to be pure like him; being 


fruitful in every good work perfecting 
holineſs in his ſight, | 


And 


And as the commandments of Gop oò lige 
us to this growth and excellence, ſo doth 


his providence graciouſly adminiſter proper 


opportunities for it. Every day of our 
lives opens the door to higher attainments; 


and every circumſtance of our condition, 


rightly uſed, helps to carry us upwards. 


It behoves us, then, in the reaſon of things, 


to attend diligently to our truſt ; and make 
a right ule of our talents : to employ every 


opportunity in the exerciſe of ſome virtu- 


ous act ; and to improve every incident 
that befalls us to the heightening of ſome 
virtuous affection. Much depends upon 
our ſo doing. For though Gop deſigned 
us all for happineſs, yet has he left us— 


every man—to work it out for himſelf. It 


can only be worked out in the way of vir- 
tue; and will be proportionable to the 
progreſs and diligence we have uſed in that 


way. If we are faithful in the diſcharge 
| of 
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of our duties, we ſhall accordingly be hap- 
Py in the enjoyment of ourſelves: but, if 
| we ſhould ever abate of our induſtry, we 
ſhall inſtantly check and damp our felicity, 
Well then may we dread to loſe a day. 
For in the loſs of that day's virtues, may 
be loſt, we know not, how many comforts. 
In the preſent ſtate, ſelf-improvement 18 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſelf-enſoyment. We 
hear of men who daily complain, that their 
lives are dull and inſipid. But how can 
they be otherwiſe, when we know, they 
are ſo extremely inſignificant? Let us be 
doing good, and, depend upon it, we ſhall 
never be dull. Let us add to the day a 
virtue, and the night will certainly bring 
us joy. And in what night might we not 
rejoice, when in any day we may be good? 
Did we look no further than this preſent 
life, it would be greatly our intereſt, not 
only to be ſteadfaſt and immoveable, but, 
i»: 3s 
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to be always abounding in the work of the 


LorD. Such a conduct would ſecure us 


from numberleſz evils; and thoſe it could 


not prevent, it would enable us cheerfully 


to ſupport ; ; it would increaſe the reliſh of 


all outward enjoyments ; and when thoſe 


failed, would ſatisfy us from ourſelves. 


This is no mean recommendation of piety. 
But the profitableneſs of it 1s much greater 
as it reſpects another life. The deſign of 
religion is to form and diſpoſe us for the 
Teception of thoſe good things, which Gop 
has prepared for them that love him. And 
therefore, the more obſervant we are of 


its precepts, the better fitted are we to en- 


joy its promiſes: and the higher we ad- 


vance in grace here, the brighter we ſhall 
ſhine in glory hereafter. Hence then, we 


ſee the importance of every kind of virtue, 


and of every degree of goodneſs. —They 
are attended —always attended—with pro- 


portionable 
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portionable degrees of happineſs ; of hap- 
pineſs improving to all eternity. And if 
this be the caſe, as it certainly is, how ear- 
neſtly ſhould we covet the moſt excellent 
gifts; and how ardently ſhould we aſpire 
to the moſt eminent attainments? To 
ſtop ſhort of any attainable degree of Vir- 
tue, is to deprive ourſelves of a correſpond- 
ing increaie of happineſs : Nay, it is not 
only to deprive ourſelves of all the happi- 
nels immediately reſulting from that de- 
gree of virtue, but from all the ſubſequert 


increaſe of Its eternally growing PROT. 


Some, perhaps, leſs ambitious <f-fach 
an exceeding weight of glory, would reſt 
content with that Meal {ure of holinels, 


which 1s juſt ſufficient to admit them to 


8 heaven. But, then 1 would alk them, or 


rather perſuade them to aſk themſelves, 


how do they know, when they are poſſeſſed 


of 
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of that neceſſary meaſure ? or indeed, ht 


that neceſſary meaſure is? Different at- 


tainments in piety, under different cir- 


cumſtances, will without doubt, carry 


different perſons to heaven; yet no perſon 


can have any ſecurity, that he ſhall there 


arrive at the loweſt, who does not ſincerely 


aim at the higheſt happineſs. It is the 


ſincerity of our endeavours that gives them 
all their value; and there is reaſon to 


think that our hearts are not right—and 


that we ceaſe to be ſincere, when we ceaſe 


to aim at the utmoſt poſſible perfection - 
Beſides, | 


It is obſervable both of the endowments ; 


of grace, and the abilities of nature, that 
_ unleſs they are exerciſed and improved, 

they languiſh and decay. And therefore, 
ſhould we ſuppoſe that our good diſpo- 
ſitions are, at preſent, ſo ſtrong ; and our 


ſtock 


: 8 IE 52 * 
'- . 8 — TY _s 2 p * 
A He es —— — 3 

—— N % — = 


A a 
CI I 
a nn 


- 5 — 
- * , 2 * 8 „ * n 
. ̃ĩ ² . . ̃]⅛ůAñ. ö 27 EEC bx — 


— 
ä — 


— 
6 


— 
* DD. * 
a . 


* 


—— — 


— 
—— 


— — 
— 


nn. 


— — 
— 


190 SERMON IX 


{ſtock of virtue ſo great, as to entitle us to 
a high ſtation in the joys of futurity ; yet, 
whenever we leave off increaſing our ſtore, 
and improving our habits, we are in dan- 
ger of loſing the things we had gained; 
and failing, at laſt, of our full reward. 


Since then the only way to make our 
calling and election ſure, is, to grow ouy 
in grace, and to improve daily in virtue; 
let us now conſider, in the 


Third place, by what means. Mich im- 
provement may be made; and ſuch growth 
promoted. 

And the firſt that recommends itſelf to 
us, is the frequent and ſerious peruſal of 
the holy Scriptures : for theſe will make 
_ wiſe unto falvation—inſtru& us in the 
nature and extent of our duty; lay before 
55 e _ 
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us the moſt powerful motives of obedience; 


and engage our compliance by the moſt 
alluring examples. 


Being thoroughly enlightened, directed 
and encouraged unto all good works; our 


next care ſhould be, to apply to Gop, in 
the, offices of religion, for ſtrength and 
power to perform them. We are not able, 


of ourſelves, to do any thing, as of our- 
ſelves ; and therefore ſtand in abſolute 


need of ſupernatural nc Such re- 


quiſite aid God is always ready to impart, 


if we faithfully ſeek it in the way of by 


ordinances. For theſe ordinances, were 


eſtabliſhed on purpoſe— to fit and prepare 
us for the grace and influence of the HoLy 
Srinrr—and when fo fitted and prepared, 
to convey and bring down his grace and 
influence upon us. By the uſe of theſe 


means we ſhall find ourſelves ſtrengthened 


with 
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with might in the inner man; and ren- 
dered equal to the difficulties of our duty, 
But to engage this help, and ſecure this 
aſſiſtance of the Spirit, we muſt be ſure to 
follow his motions, and to concur with his 
operations. And if we become fellow. 
workers with him, we ſhall, at laſt, be 
conquerors through him. 


It concerns us therefore frequently to 
review our lives, and cloſely to examine 
our conduct to ſee, whether we employ 
every opportunity, and improve every grace 
to the purpoſes of virtue and goodneſs. 
Without this, it is impoſſible for us, to 
know our real ſtate and condition ; and 
unleſs we know our condition, we can 
never be anxious to improve it. Let us then 
firmly reſolve to call ourſelves daily to ac- 
count; and faithfully to adjuſt the con- 
cerns of our fouls, If upon ſuch a retro- 
nw jo | .:.. ſpec 
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ſpect and examination, we find ourſelves 
backward in our Chriſtian courſe; and 
low in ſpiritual attainments: if we find 
ourſelves either ſo clogged by the cares, 

entangled i in the pleaſures, or oppreſſed by 

the troubles of the world, that we cannot 

riſe to any conſiderable heights in piety ; 
then, 


Let us reflect, in the laſt place, that as 
this is the thing to which we are called, the 
only thing needful ; fo it is the only thing 
that deſerves our attention, and is worth 

our pains. When we labour for the things 
of this world, we labour for ſhadows and 
ſhort-lived vanities; but whilſt we are 
labouring for chriſtian perfection, we are 
labouring for eternity, and ſecuring to 
ourſelves a ſolid, never-ending happineſs. 
Whatever enjoyments the world may pro- 
poſe, let us conſider that the world and all 
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194 SERMON IX. 

its enjoyments muſt ſhortly have an end, 
« The laſt hour will ſoon be with us, when 
„we ſhall have nothing to look for, but 
% ur re? ward in another life when we 
& ſhall ſtand with nothing but eternity 
before us ;—and muſt begin to be ſome- 
= thing that will be our ſtate for ever. 
« Let us then provide againſt this impor- 
« tant hour, and look. out, in time, for 
comfort. Let us treaſure up ſuch a fund 
of good works as may enable us to bear 
that ſtate, which cannot be borne with- 
But ſuch works—ſuch good | 
works—will not only enable us to bear, 
but alſo to enjoy, that future ſtate. For 
the more perfect we make ourſelves here, 
the more happy we ſhall be hereafter. 
And is not this, let me aſk you, a conſi- 
deration ſufficient in reaſon to excite the 
moſt languid to aſpire with earneſtneſs to 
every improvement in Piety and Virtue? 
And 


„out them. 


SERMON = 195 


And who, that truly aſpires to them, may. 
not effectually attain them? In this life, 
though we labour ever ſo hard, we may 
not, with all our pains, either acquire any 
conſiderable enjoyments, or riſe to any 
conſiderable eminence. But in the other 


life, our ſtation may be as high, and our 
condition as happy, as ever we pleaſe to 


make them. All the glories of heaven, 
and all the joys at Gop's right hand, lie 


open to us invite our purſuit—and will 


3 reward our fidelity. Having then, my 


brethren, an entrance adminiſtered into 


ſuch a glorious ſtate, let us do all we can 


to gain admittance. Strait indeed is the 
gate, and narrow is the way that leadeth 
into this blisful life; yet, if we labour and 
ſtrive, we may be in the number of thoſe 
who paſs it. And when we are entered in, 


we ſhall find that our labour was not in 


vain : for, we ſhall find an happineſs pro- 


vided for us—full as our wiſhes, everlaſting 
as our ſouls, 
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EXODUS 20.—8. 


REMEMBER THE SABBATH-DAY, TO KEEP Ir 
e 7p" MOTT, 


Tas ; is one of the ten commandments, 
which Gop delivered to the Iſraelites from 
mount Sinai: or rather, it is the re- 


injunction of a command, which he had 
before given to ADAM at the beginning of 
the world. For, in the hiſtory of the 
creation, written by Mosss, it is ſaid that 
G0 bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſancti- 
O 4 40 fied 
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e fied it:“ that is, ſet it apart—as a day of 


reſt from bodily labour, and a day to be 


employed in holy and religious a&s—in 


admiring the glories of the new-raiſed fa- 
brick of the world, and adoring the per- 
fections of its excellent architect. 


This firſt ſabbath indeed, our original pa- 


rents muſt, by the very emotions of nature, 


have been induced to celebrate, though 
there had been no command. Created, as 


they were, at the cloſe of the fixth day, 
they did, of courſe, begin the ſeventh with 
the contemplation of the world around 
them and when they beheld ſo much 
power, wiſdom and goodneſs, diſplayed 
through the whole, and ſupereminently 


exemplified in themſelves ; they could not 


fail to give thanks unto the Loxp with their 
whole hearts, and to ſpeak of all his mar- 
vellous works. 


But 
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But how lively ſoever theſe grateful im- 
preſſions might have been, and how warmly 


ſoever, in conſequence of thoſe impreſ- 


ſions, their devotion might flow, at firſt; 


yet, a little time, without ſomething to 
revive them, would have cooled the one, 
and effaced the other. An uninter rupted 
converſe with the objects of ſenſe, and a 


cloſe application to the purſuits of lite, muſt. 


neceſſarily have diverted their attention, 


and withdrawn their regard, from the thin gs 
pertaining to Gop. To break the force 


of ſuch worldly attachment, and to keep 


alive a ſenſe of religion, one day in every 


ſeyen was, from the beginning, appointed 


to be kept holy unto the Lorp, and to be 


employed in his worſhip and ſervice. 


But if ſuch an inſtitution were neceſſary 
to preſerve in the minds of our firſt parents 
the remembrance of the creation, and of 

1 1 the 


ͤmU— Wo oo 


— — 


15 
15 
3B 
_ 
BY | 
"0 
** 
be: 
* 
N 
* 
5 
«x7 
by by 
i 
555 
4 
bY 
8 
If 
i 
wy 
od; 
a7 
vn 
& 
i 
"32 
v3 
jy 
1 
LN 
1 wy 
1 
1 
1 
T 
1 
1% 
»5 
13 
1 * 
:18 
1 
if 
1: 
54 
x 1 
9 
19 
ih . 
i 
1 * 
1 
9 
{3 
1 
1.3 
14 - . 
i} ; 
i; 
19 
x? 1 
TS... 
+: HY 
48 
{ * 
1 
1 
a LF 
#4 5H 
7 
4 
rar 
14% 
i 
. 1 
$7 1 
7 LE. 
17 
i: vi 
i: VJ 
= 3 
: A 
: 2 
* 2 
: N 
9 ** 
Ti 4 
1 "i 
; ! 
75 
1 : 
1 
. 4 „ 
1 
2 wn 
* 

7 
1 4 
i; 4 
i 

4 
1 7 
FI 
4 
' = 
J 4 
' ” 
{14 
' 1 
14 
5 
, 4 
: 
: 
, ; % 
[ 
| 
1 
14 
1 7 
14 
1. 1 
* 1 
1 
$4 if 
1 * 
x t 
" 3 
14 e 
1 
i! 
1 N 
£7 
: x 
F N 
i! } 
3 
4 Y 
j4 
1 4 
i, ks 
. * 
114 
„ 
| 
11 
ti 1 
: £ 
'® 15 . 
* 
1 
ti 
: ' £7 


+ 7 
| 

£ 1 
q 
; 

| 1 


202 SERMON F.. 


the duties they owed to their great Creator; 
then the ſame inſtitution is equally neceſſary 
to preſerve in the minds of all their chil- 
dren the remembrance of the ſame truths, 
The reaſon of this appointment then „being 
thus founded in the conſtitution of human 
nature, and the appointment itſelf being 
equally conducive to the 1 Improvement and 
happineſs of all mankind ; it clearly fol- 
lows, that all mankind are equally inclu- 
ded under the original command, and 
_ equally bound to obſerve and obey it. 
From this ſhort account of the inſtitution 
of the Sabbath, it plainly appears, that it 
was not merely intended for a day of reſt, 
but alſo for a day of public worſhip. Nay, 
ſo far is the bare reſt, or ſuſpenſion of la- 
bour, from anſwering the deſign of the in- 
ſtitution, that, with reſpect to mankind, 
reſt was only therefore commanded, that 
they might be at leiſure to attend the ſer- 
vice of Gov. In 
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In theſe religious ſervices, at firſt, Gov 
was conſidered as the Creator and Gover- 


nour of the world; and the adoration then 


paid him was chiefly adapted to thoſe rela- 
tions. Some general acknowledgment the 


| faithful, we may ſuppoſe, did likewiſe make 
of their belief in the promiſed Mxss AR; 


and cloſed the whole with thankſgivings 
for all experienced, and PE for 
all expected, mercies. 

In after-times, when the Iſraelites were 
delivered from the bondage of Egypt, the 
celebration of the Sabbath was, by the ap- 
pointment of Gor himſelf, made the me- 
morial of that deliverance ; and the ac- 


knowledgment of the divine goodneſs in 
that ſignal mercy was probably ſuperadded 


to the ſervice of the day. 


But, as this deliverance from Egypt was 


only 
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| only a prelude to, and a type of our re. 


demption by Curisr; the memorial of the 


type was conſequently dropt; when the 
thing typified was known to be accom- 


pliſhed. The Sabbath, indeed; was ſtill 
celebrated; but the time of its celebration 


was changed. For, as our redemption was 


finally accompliſhed by our Saviour's ri- 


ſing from the dead on the firſt day of the 


week, therefore his Apoſtles, without de- 
parting from the primitive inſtitution of 


one day in ſeven, made the day of his re- 
ſurrection the day of aſſembling for the 
worſhip of Gop, both as Creator and Re- 
deemer. And all Chriſtians, with as great 


propriety as unanimity, have obſerved the 
ſame ever ſince, in imitation of their ex- 


ample. 


| Thus you perceive for what end the 
Sabbath | Was firſt appointed, and how it 
after- 
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afterwards came to be changed. Though, 
under all changes, the end was ſtill the 


ſame. And in truth a gracious and wiſe 
end it is. For in the road of life, where 
worldly concerns preſs ſo thick, and ſolicit 
| our purſuit with ſo much importunity ; it 


is impoſſible for us to maintain a proper 
ſenſe of Religion, unleſs we retire at ſtated 
times, and apply ourſelves to prayer and 


meditation, Indeed, as our ſouls are ſo 


cloſely united to fleſh, and ſo prone to ſink 


into ſenſuality, frequent application to 


ſuch exerciſes i is no more than ſufficient to 


preſerve it. Hence it is much to be feared, 


that the flame of devotion, which the 


public ſervice of one Sunday may have 
raiſed, will be nearly extinguiſhed, if not 


daily fed, before the next arrives. And 


if the weekly ſervices of the church, with 


only the intermiſſion of ſix days devotion, 
cannot make the comers thereunto per- 


. * 1 , 
I A ee es org n= Sona 


fect; 


V 2 3 — . 
2 r TSA. : — 
N 


i — — — — nn 


— cnn 


222 ⁵—ñ% ¼ „%E 2 b 
PPP 


be = - * 
IE NE ee — III 


6 SERMON K. 


fect; how far from Chriſtian perfection 
muſt they be, who * both public and 
private devotion ! . 


As this inſtitution then was entirely de. 
ſigned for the ſecurity and advancement of 
our happineſs; we are bound by intereſt 
as well as duty to ſhew a due and conſtant 
regard to it; or elſe we ſhall incur the 
guilt, not only of diſobeying an expreſs 
command of God, but alſo of defeating 
one of the moſt gracious deſigns that his 
wiſdom could contrive for the good and | 
benefit of our ſouls. 


Now this guilt may be contracted, either 


by neglecting the Loxp' 5-day, or by pro- 
faning it. 


The Sabbath i 18 a day to be kept holy to 
the Lord; that is, to be entirely devoted 
to 
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to his ſervice. But the principal part of 
his ſervice is public worſhip. And there- 


fore an habitual abſence from that worſhip 


is one of the moſt glaring inſtances of the 
neglect of his day. An inſtance—that 


proves thoſe who are guilty of it to be 
equally regardleſs of their own welfare, as 


of Gop's honour, For what can be a clearer 
proof, that men care not to improve in 
virtue, and conſequently in happineſs, than 
wilfully to abſent themſelves from that or- 
dinance, which was purpoſely appointed 


for their improvement? To ſuch, I have 


nothing more to ſay. To you, Whoſe ap- 
pearance in this place indicates another 
temper, I would offer the words of con- 


gratulation. Herein, however, let us not 


think of ourſelves more highly than we 
ought to think. We may appear in this, 
place, and yet, through the want of at- 


tentiveneſs and devotion, may be charge- 
able 
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able at the ſame time with a negle& very 
little inferior to theirs who never appear at 
all. For, to be inattentive when preſent, 
is, in effect, to be abſent. Mere bodily 
worſhip, to ſay the moſt of it, is but a ſu- 
perficial ſnew of Religion. And in this 
ſuperficial way, we may be very punctual 
in our attendance on the public worſhip 
all our lives, and yet be never = better 
Chriſtians, . 


Gop is a Spirit; and they that worſhip 
him truly, muſt worſhip him in Spirit. But 
the ſoul is the only Spiritual part of our 
compoſition ; and therefore it is the ſoul 
alone that can approach and converſe with 

a pure Spiritual Being. Nor can we other- 
wiſe, through our ſouls, make this ap- 
| proach, —otherwiſe maintain this conver- 


ſation with him, than by keeping our 
avights fred upon Joie Ie mad. bel 
. lowed, 
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jowed, that to raiſe our carnal minds to the 
contemplation of ſpiritual things is very 
difficult ; and when raiſed, to keep them 


fixed, much more difficult. But neverthe- 


leſs, as the efficacy of our devotion depends 
upon our attention; we ſhould, by all means, 


endeavour to acquire it. And means there 


are, which, duly A will effectu- 


ally produce it. 


The chief reaſon why our thoughts are 
ſo little intent upon Gov, is, that they are 
too much attached to the world. They are 


ſo entangled ! in the buſineſs of the week, 


that a Sunday” s retreat cannot diſengage 


them. And therefore the firſt ſtep towards 


the attainment of a devout attention, 3 


moderate our concern for the buſineſs of 


life, and withdraw our affections from the 


World. 


9 When 
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When the:concerns of the world are thus 


| baniſhed, and the heart 18 prepared for the 


exerciſe of religion; that which muſt fix 
our attention, through the ſeveral parts of 
divine worſhip, is, a thorough ſenſe of the 


manifold wants we have to be ſupplied,— 
and a thorough conviction, that ſincere, 
warm, lively devotion is the means of ob- 


taining a ſupply for them. 


Let us but enter on the public worſhip, 
with a deep and due ſenſe of our repeated 
offences againſt Gov, and of the dreadful 
conſequences thereunto annexed ; and this 


alone will make us both penitently ſerious 
in the confeſſion of thoſe offences, and 


humbly grateful for the declaration that 1s 
made of the remiſſion of them. 


Let us but be convinced of our natural 
weakneſs and acquired depravity—of rr. 
indiſ⸗- 
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indiſpoſition and inability to perform, as 
we ought, the will of Gop; and that con- 
viction will, of courſe, enliven our devo- 


tion and communicate a warmth to thoſe 
addreſſes we make to him for the ſupplies 
of his grace, and the aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit. - 


Let us but ſedately reflect, how frail 


our conſtitution is, to what miſeries and 


dangers we are conſtantly expoſed ; and 
that very reflection will be ſufficient to keep 
us devout and attentive, whenever we im 


plore the aid and protection of Heaven. 


Laſtly, let us but conſider what num- 
berleſs bleſſings the divine goodneſs daily 


and hourly confers upon us; and our gra- 


titude will engage all the powers of our 
ſouls, when we offer up our praiſes and 
thankſgivings for them. 

3 Theſe 
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Theſe are ſure methods, whereby the 
ſpirit of prayer may be excited, quickened, 


and kept alive within us; and which 
therefore we ſhould be careful to puriue 


and to improve. Though I muſt not forget 


to add, that the conſideration of Gop's pe- f 


culiar preſence in our religious aſſemblies 
contributes not a little to the ſame effect; 


as it induces on our minds a reverential 


; awe, and diſpoſes us to ſeriouſneſs, gra- 


vity, and attention. 


I have hitherto inſiſted only on the con- 


ſtant and devout performance of public 


worttip—as being the moſt important and 


neceſſary part of this day's folemnity. But 


there are other duties, belonging to it, 


which, though of a more private nature, 


ſhould, by no means, be neglected, Even 


al! the duties, which tend to improve, 


either in ourſelves or others, the know- 


ledge 
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108. and practice of Religion. Such are, 
for inſtance the recollecting, and apply- 


ing to ourſelves, the good leſſons we have 


learned reading the holy ſcriptures and 
other pious books — meditating on the 
works of nature and grace examining the 


paſt conduct of our lives, and ſtating and 
adjuſting the accounts of our ſouls—and, 


if we are parents or maſters, the inſtruct- 


ing thoſe who are committed to our care 
in the principles and duties of Chriſtianity; 
and reſtraining them from all ſuch actions. 


as are inconſiſtent with the ſacredneſs of a 


day ſet apart for religious purpoſes. 


What has been already advanced to ſhew 


the ſinfulneſs of neglecting the Lorp's day, 


18 of much greater force to ſhew the ſinful- 


neſs of profaning it. For this latter makes 


a large addition of guilt to the Kaner 
and renders the ſin of neglecting, as the 


3 Apoſ- 
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Apoſtle ſpeaks, exceeding ſinful. When 
the leiſure that was deſigned for improve- 
ment in virtue, is made the occaſion of in- 
creaſing in wickedneſs; when the time that 
Was appointed for the ſervice of Gop, 1s 
altogether employed 1n the ſervice of Satan, 
the guilt is aggravated to the higheſt pitch 
that human corruption 1s able to raiſe it. 


Inſtances of ſuch guilt, great as it is, we 
fee, alas! too many. Should they become 
general, what infinite detriment would it 
be to the world? And yet, every man, 
who, on this day, wilfully neglects the 
ſervice of Gop, is in a ready way to add to 
their number. For what 1s the neglect of 
Gop's worſhip, but the negle& of that 
which is the proper culture of the Soul, 
and which alone can prevent a man from 
becoming abandoned ? 
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In the patriarchal times, when religious 
knowledge was altogether conveyed. by 

oral tradition, and thoſe traditions were 
chiefly delivered in their public aſſemblies 
on the Sabbath-days * If is caſy to ſee of 
what great importance a due attendance 
upon thoſe aſſemblies muſt have been. The 
preſervation. of religion in the world evi- 
dently depended upon it. And the ſpeedy 
decay of picty, together with the quick 

growth of immorality, ſo juſtly remarka- 
ble in thoſe early times, can be attributed 
to nothing with ſo much probability, as to 
their negle& of aſſembling themſelves to- 


gether—as the manner of ſome now 1s. 


But are not theſe conſiderations almoſt 
equally applicable to the preſent age? 
What! Though we live in the bleſſed 
days of a written Goſpel, and enjoy it in a 
language which we all underſtand ; : Fat, 
P's | does 
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does not the misfortune of not Rnowmg letter: 
reduce many of us to the ignorant ſtate of 
our primitive anceſtors? And of thoſe who 
can read the Scriptures, how few, in com- 
pariſon, are they who can read them with 
judgment and profit! Something, to be 
ſure, they will learn from them. They 
Will learn at leaſt to be convinced of their | 
own ignorance, and of the great uſe of 
public inſtruction. 


„Ih 1cle. reflections, one would think, 
ſhould have a peculiar influence upon ſome 
people; and yet, what little weight they 
have with thoſe who are moſt concerned, 
is obvious from hence—that they, who, 
for the ſake of gaining inſftruction, ought 


of all men to frequent the church molt, 1 in 
fact, attend it leaſt. 


But, though I have made the ignorance 


of the lower ſort a peculiar argument for 


their attendance; thoſe in a more exalted 


ſituation, however, muſt in no wiſe ima- 


gine, that their knowledge will excuſe 


their abſence. So far from it, that this 
very conſideration ſhould make them con- 


ſtant. For they, whom Gop hath diſtin- 


guiſhed with greater marks of his bounty 
and favour, are, in gratitude, obliged to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves by greater degrees of 


public acknowledgment. So that we are, 


with reſpect to this duty, high and low, all 
upon an equality; equally bound to per. 
form it devoutly, and equally benefited 


by the performance. 


Loud are the complaints—of the depra- 
vity of the age. Would we then make it 
better? Let the reformation begin with 


the conſcientious obſervance of this day. 


"Ong T7 Sunday 
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through the whole week. Weeks! improved 
will better months and months, years, It 
is agreed on all hands, that the virtue and 
morals of mankind can be 1mproved and 
ſupported only by Religion. But what is 
to ſupport Religion itſelf ? Various indeed 
are the means that may help towards it; 
but there is one mean worth them all, and 


than the regular obſervation of his 6 Holy 


this duty, it becomes every one's concern, 
as he tenders the honour of Gon, and the 
welfare of Religion—as he values his own 
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Sunday well ſpent will extend its influence 


without which all the reſt will be ineffec- 
tual: this God, in his wiſdom has provided 
for us, and bound upon us and is no other 


Day. 


Since therefore ſo much depends upon 


happineſs—the happineſs of his family, or 
the happineſs of lociety—it concerns him, 
5 4 


e 
I fay, by example, by authority, by in- 
ſtruction, by every method in his power, to 


encourage and promote the practice of it. 


And was our light ſo to ſhine—was our re- 


ard for Religion ſo to appear before men, 


ſeveral who are now negligent, ſeeing our 


good works, might be induced to tread in 


our ſteps, and follow us to this place to glo- 
rify our Father who is in heaven. And in 
that caſe, how infinitely great would be 
our comfort here; how infinitely glorious 
our reward hereafter ! ! For they that turn 
many to righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine forth as 
the ſtars for ever and ever. 
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1 PETER iv.—18. 


AND IF THE RIGHTEOUS SCARCELY BE SAVED, 
WHERE SHALL THE UNGODLY AND THE 


SINNER APPEAR ! 


ee EE III nn nn 


T war chriſtianity is no idle profeſſi- 
on, —that the attainment of ſalvation 1s no 
_ ealy undertaking, —mult needs, I think, be 
evident to us, from the laboriouſneſs of 
thole exerciſes, and the hardſhips of thoſe 
em- 
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employments, with which the ſeripture 
compares it. And yet, if we take a view 
of the world, and obſerve the general con- 
duct of Chriſtians, it ſhould ſeem as if they 
were actuated by another opinion ;—as if 
they thought Religion to be as indulgent, 
as it is merciful ;—as eaſy to be practiſed, 
as it is to be profeſſed; _ 1 


For if here and there we ſee a few, who, 
conſcious of the neceſſity of a good life, 
follow Righteouſneſs with diligence and 
aſſiduity; what an infinite number do we 
ſee beſides, who give themſelves up to their 
buſineſs, or their pleaſures, ſtrangely re- 
gardleſs of that great concern? Our Sa- 
VIOUR, it is true, has ſmoothed our road, 
in a wonderful degree, to eternal happi- 
neſs ; and the Holy Spirit is always ready 
to afliſt our progreſs in the way of ſalvation 


But nevertheleſs, our road in reality 1 18 nci- 
ther 
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this ſo ſmooth, nor that progreſs ſo eaſy 


to be made, as we generally imagine. 
Great difficulties ſtill remain; and duties, 
hard to be performed, are required of us: 
and hence it is, that we are ſo frequently 
| admoniſhed by our Saviour and his Apoſ- 
tles to watch, to labour, to rive, that we 
may be able to obtain the end of our call- 
ing. But we are no where excited to a 
careful diſcharge of our Chriſtian duties by 
a more powerful argument than what is 
couched in the words of the text 3 which 
equally comprehend both ſorts of men in 
the world :—as well thoſe, who vigorouſly 
purſue the means of Salvation ; as thoſe, 


who are remiſs, or totally negligent of 


their duty. 


To ſupport and perpetuate the diligence 
of the former, they are here aſſured, that 
all their endeavours are but juſt ſufficient. 


3 And 
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And to confound and quaſh the vain hope 0 
of the latter, they are given to underſtand, 
that the Righteous with all their care are 
ſcarcely ſaved: and conſequently, that their 
own condition muſt be dreadful, and full 
of danger. For © if the righteous be ſcarcely 
e ſaved, where ſhall the ungodly and the 
* ſinner appear ?“ 


To enforce this conſideration upon each 

ſort of men, is the great deſign of theſe 
alarming words ; ; whoſe 1mport, that they 
may the better obtain their effect, I am non 
going | to ſet before W. 


The Apoſtle here affirms, that even the 

Righteous is ſcarcely ſaved. Not that he 
would be thought to mean, that the Righ- 
| teous ſhall no? be ſaved ; for he that fear- 
eth Gop and keepeth his commandments, 
is, through the merits of Caxisr, ſecure of 


Sal]. 
3 al- 
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Salvation by the Goſpel-covenant 3 but 
his meaning is, that the Religion, which 

by this covenant we engage to obſerve; and 

the ſervice we are obliged to perform, is a 
work of great difficulty; and requires no 

leſs, than the conſtant labour of our whole 

lives, to be diſcharged in a proper manner, 

The Righteous ſhall certainly be ſaved: but 

then, the Chriſtian character of a Righ- 
teous man implies much more than the 
world commonly annexes to it. It is not 

merely to be chaſte and temperate it is not 
merely to be juſt or generous—it is not 
merely to be devout and charitable : in 
ſhort, it is not to abſtain from this or that 
vice, and to practiſe this or the other vir- 
tue; but it is to avoid every kind and de- 
gree of ſin, and to do the will of Gop with 
the whole heart: 


| * & Bw This 
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This is what we undertook to perform— 


at our entrance into the Chriſtian covenant, 


For then we ſolemnly renounced the world, 


the fleſh and the devil; and promiſed, that, 
in our future conduct and converſation, we 
ſhould be ſo far from ſuffering ourſelves to 


be led by their ſuggeſtions, that, on the 


contrary,—we ſhould be always attentive 


to the commandments of Gop, and walk 


in the fame all the days of c our lives. 


bs hen only are we *Righteous,” when we 


fulfil the conditions of this obligation— 

when we live as becometh the Goſpel of 
Curtsr—when we avoid the corruption 
that is in the world— and cleanſe ourſelves 


from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, per- 


fecting holineſs in the fear of Gop. And 


can that man, who purſues. the popular 


modus and cuſtoms of the world—who i 18 


7 


anxionſl | engaged in buſineſs, baſely im- 


merſed 
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merſed in pleaſures, or uſeleſsly ſunk in 
| indolence—ever imagine that he is acting 
the part of a true Chriſtian, or likely to 
anſwer his baptiſmal engagements? Or 
can he, who, perceiving the vanity of 
| theſe purſuits, has turned his thoughts to 


| the concerns of his Soul, and made ſome 


| progreſs in the way of Godlineſs, ever want 
to be convinced of the burden of his duty, 


and the difficulty of performing it as it 
ought to be done? Will not the trouble 


he finds in conquering his reluctancy to 


that which is good, and the conſtant di- 


ligence he is obliged to exert in curbing his 
propenſity to that which is evil, ſuffici- 
ently teach him the hardſhips of his un- 
dertaking ? Does not the conflict he feels 
in ſubduing his paſſions, and reſtraining 


his appetites within proper bounds, plainly | 


prove to him, that the practicc of Religion 
5 A difficult taſk ? And yet, theſe are only 
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the difficulties of his privacy—of that con. | 
dition in which he 1s moſt ſecure, For 
when he comes into the world, is aſſaulted 
by temptations on every ſide, and ſeduced 
by every ſenſe, what care and caution is he 
obliged to uſe, what vigour and reſolution 
is he forced to exert, what mortification 
and ſelf-denial is he bound to exerciſe, in 
order to withſtand their fatal influence, and 
maintain his integrity in ſuch dangerous 
attacks? Nay, and when he has done his 
utmoſt to keep his heart pure and undehi- 
led, ſomething wrong, of one kind or other, 
will be continually ſliding in—to fully his 
virtue, and to diſturb his Peace. 


But ſuppoſe that he has vanquithed al! 
theſe difficulties :—that he has brought hi: 
paſſions under due regulation—hardene 
bimſelf againſt the allurements of tempti- 
tions and conſequently can refrain from 

the 
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the commiſſion of evil; yet ſtill he muſt paſs 


through a painful ſtage of active duties be- 


fore he can attain the perfection of a Chriſ- 


tian. For we are not only bound to eſchew 


evil, but alſo commanded to do good: we 
are not only to refrain from vicious actions, 


but muſt labour to advance in virtue, by 
the exerciſe of thoſe duties, which we 
owe both to Gop and man. 


To this end, we muſt be conſtant and 
devout in the worſhip of our Gop, and 
ready in all a&s of benevolence to our 


. neighbour. In the church we muſt adore, 


in our cloſets we muſt meditate on, our 
Creator; we mult ſerve him in all the or- 
dinances he has preſcribed, and eſpecially 


in the celebration of the Loxy's ſupper, 
And in all theſe applications to Gop, let 
us ever bear in mind, that our hearts muſt 


be prepared and ſanctified, | and our affec- 


Q 4 tions 
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: tions kept warm and ſteady, leſt we ſhould 
otherwiſe—not only offer an unprofitable 
facrifice—but unhappily convert the means 
of our improvement into an occaſion of ſin, 
and inſtruments of deſtruction. 8 


When we have thus diſcharged our duty 
to Gop, then our neighbour claims our at- 
tention. And with regard to him, how 
wide is the extent and compaſs of our du- 
ty? And how hard is it to accompliſh 

thoſe various demands, which daily and 
hourly ſpring upon us from ſome or other 
of the relations of life? And yet, any of | 
theſe demands, left unaccompliſhed, ren- 
der us defective in our Chriſtian char acter, 


and criminal in the ſight of Gop, 


Now, if we reflect on theſe manifold 
obligations, and conſider with ourſelves, 


| how much it is—that we owe to the honour 


and 
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and ſervice of Gop, to the welfare and be- 


nefit of our neighbour, and to the inſtruc- 


tion and diſcipline of our own Souls, we 


| ſhall be ſo far from diſputing the Apoſtle's 


aſſertion ** of the Righteous being ſcarcely 
ſaved,” that we ſhall rather be tempted, 


on ſuch a view of Religion, to doubt the 


* of Salvation. 


1 indeed, were Gop ſo rigid a judge 
as to inſiſt on a Goleſs and perfect obſer- 


vance of all theſe duties—were he extreme 


i. 0 remark. whatever happened to be done 


amiſs, without making any allowance for 


our infirmities hat mortal could ſtand 


before him? But, to our comfort, there 
is mercy with him; and our labour is not 


in vain. For the ſake of CHRIST, he is gra- 


Ciouſly pleaſed to overlook our failings; and 
to accept of ſincerity inſtead of perfection. 


But then 1 it muſt be remembered, and care- 
Re 2 fully 
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fully remembered, that this ſincerity plain. 


ly implies, that we vigorouſly exert all our 


endeavours ; and ſtudy to obey him to the 
utmoſt of our power. Single acts of tranſ. 
greſſion, committed through ſurpriſe or 


weakneſs, are not of ſuch malignity, as to 


cut us off from the love of Gop, or exclude 


us from the number of the Righteous, 
They are incident to our nature, and there. 
fore pardonable. But wilful tranſgreſſions 
are of another Kind; and he who ſo offends 

in any one point, is in effect guilty of the 
whole law. pardon extends only to our 


imperfections and not to our perverſe, un- 


repented tranſgreſſions. If we cannot live 


up to an exact conformity with the precepts 
delivered, it is however incumbent upon 


us to come as near them as we poſſibly can. 
This is eſſential to Goſpel- Righteouſneſs : 


and our weakneſs is to far from rendering 


the burden of eur duty lighter to us, that 


. 
4 
4 


it manifeſtly adds to the weight of it ; and 
is itſelf an argument, that the Righteous 
can ſcarcely be ſaved. 


But if this be the caſe of the virtuous 
and good, then, how ſad muſt be the con- 
dition, and how terrible the proſpect, of 
the ungodly and the finner! If he, who 
is attentive to the calls of Religion, and 
induſtrious in his obedience to the com- 
mands of Gop—who ſtrenuouſly labours to 
| ſubdue his corruption, and to keep him- 
ſelf free from the pollutions of ſin—if his 
man, I ſay, after all his trouble, does but 
ſcarcely attain to eternal happineſs; then, 
what can he, who forgets Gop, and diſ- 
regards his Religion—who profanes his 
Sabbaths, and neglects his worſhip—who 
gives himſelf up to the condu&t of his paſ- 
ſions, and riots in the practice of known 
ins; what can HE poſſibly expect, but 


that 
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that he ſhall be forced to © eat of the bit. 
ter fruits of his own ways, and be filled at 
laſt with the wretched produce of his own 


devices?” Without Repentance and a 


Change of Life, his condition muſt be 


dreadful indeed. And if by the Grace f 
' Gov he attempts to form in himſelf this | 
Change, how hard a matter will he find 
it to keep cloſe to the practice of Virtue, 
when he has been long accuſtomed to do 
evil? How often will his bad habits, even 
in ſpite of his care to ſuppreſs them, re- 
cover their ſtrength, and lead him aſtray: 


And how ſlowly muſt the Graces of the Gol- 
pel, even under the ſtricteſt culture, thrive 
in ſo wayward an heart ? What remorſe 
mult he feel for his offences paſt ? And 


how anxious muſt he be for the time to 


come, leſt the day of vengeance ſhould 


unhappily overtake him, before he is de- 


livered from the ſnares of ſin, and has 


worked 
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warked himſelf into the favour of Gop ? | 


80 difficult is it, even for the moſt awaken- 


| ed ſinner, to perform thoſe duties, and 


regain that ſtate, upon which depends the 
promiſe of ſalvation. And yet, if thoſe 


duties be not performed, and that virtuous 
ſtate abſolutely recovered, he is loſt and 


undone for ever. It he preſumptuouſly 


relies on the mercy of Gop, it Is fit he 


ſhould know, that this mercy is ſufficiently 


ſhewn in accepting his Repentance, and 
allowing him time to repent in. But if he 


does not, in the mean while, „bring forth 


fruits meet for repentance,” and thoroughly 


amend his ways, there remains nothing 


for him but fearful denunciations of judg- 


ment and fiery indignation from the juſtice | 


| of Gop, 


Let the wicked therefore forſake his 
| ways, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 


and 
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and let him return unto the Los, that he 
may have mercy upon him; and to his 
Gov, that he may pardon him, Let him 
ſeriouſly conſider, that Religion is no tri- 
fling concern—no incidental buſineſs to be 
deſpatched at pleaſure ; but a ſervice of 
infinite impotrtance—neceſſary to be well 
and accurately performed, and yet very 
difficult to be ſo accompliſhed. This con- 
ſideration, if he has any love or regard for 
his ſoul, will inevitably rouſe his care, and 
impel him forwards in the path of duty, 
But is it only nis care and attention —i 
it only the vigilance of the thoughtleſs ſin- 
| ner—that wants thus to be raiſed and 1 1m- 
proved Have we not all of us, alas! 
great reaſon to bewail our negligence in 
this reſpect ? How few are there among 
us, who think of Religion with the ſe⸗ 
riouſneſs they ought ? ? And how very few, 


Who Fade the duties of it With the exact. 
neſs 


neſs they might? We acknowledge that 


we have faults that want to be corrected, 


and yet ſuffer them to remain: we a acknow- 


ledge that there are virtues which it behoves 
us to acquire, and yet have not the ſpirit 
to labour for the attainment of them. But 


is this to act as we have the Righteous for 


an example, or as perſons who mean to 
ſecure themſelves? Conſider, though you 
are now content—perhaps fully ſatisfied 
with your preſent degree or meaſure of 


goodneſs, yet the time is haſtening on, 
when you will ſee the neceſſity of higher 


attainments. When the Lonp cometh with 
ten thouſand of his Saints to render to 
every man according to his works, what 
ardent withes ſhall we pour forth, that we 
had been more induſtrious in well-doing, 
and had fairer accounts to give? Let us 
therefore, L beſeech you, be true and faith- 
ful to theſe dictates of nature; and ſo live 


at 


> 
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at preſent, as we ſhall then be ſure to wiſh 
we had lived. The difficulties of ſalvation 
ought neither to diſcourage the good, nor 
to deter the bad. Their uſe 1s to confirm 
the diligent, and to awaken the negligent— 
to increaſe the reſolution of the one, and 
to expel the indolence of the other. Happy 
BOTH, if they profit by them. If the one 
is encouraged to continue his courſe ſo well 
begun ; and the other is perſuaded to re- 
form his life, and provide for his happineſs 
by a ſpeedy repentance. 


SER- 


LUKE ii.— 32. 


A LIGHT TO LIGHTEN THE GEN TIL Es. 


To perſons who read the revealed ac- 


| count of the diſpenſations of providence 


towards mankind ; that is, to perſons who 
read the Holy Scriptures, in a curſory and 


ſuperficial manner; it may ſeem perhaps,— 
as if Gop, though equally the Father of all, 
had not dealt with all—after the ſame equi- 


table and 1mpartial method. It may ſeem 


perhaps, as if He were, in an high degree, 
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a reſpecter of perſons; remarkably atten- 


tive, and peculiarly favourable to ſome of 


his children, and as remarkably regardleſs, 
and ſtrangely neglectful of others. 


Of this partiality ſome think they dif- 
cover an undeniable inſtance, in that dif- 
tinction He made between Jews and Gen- 
tiles. And indeed it cannot be denied, but 
that He did make, through a long ſeries of 


years, a very great and remarkable differ. 


ence between them. 


He ſeparated the Jews in early times, 
| from all other nations, and took them un- 
der his own immediate guidance and pro- 
tection. He honoured them with his pre- 
ſence—ſupported them by his miracles— 


favoured them with his covenant—direct- | 


ed them by his laws—awed them by his 


threats and encouraged them by his pro- 


miles. 
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miſes. He was in a peculiar manner their 
Gop ; and declared them to be his ele& and 


| choſen people—his ſpecial and peculiar 
inheritance. 


In the mean while, the reſt of mankind, 
comprehended under the common name of 


| Gentiles, remained in appearance deſtitute 


and forlorn—aliens from the common- 


wealth of Iſrael—ſtrangers to the covenant 


of promiſe—without Gop, without reve- 


lation, without knowledge, and without 


hope, in the world. 


The difference of their condition is there- 


fore manifeſt; and the conduct which pro- 


duced it may appear, in a contracted view, 


unworthy of that wiſe and gracious Being, 


whoſe care as well as mercy is over all his 


works. But if we extend our proſpect 


around, and take in the comprehenſive cir- 


R 3 cuit 
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cuit of his proceedings, we ſhall ſce rea- 


ſon to correct our firſt concluſion, and to 


adore the wiſdom and goodneſs of his pro- 


vidence ; which, through this ſecmingly 


unequal adminiſtration, has been conſtant- 


ly and uniformly operating to one great 
and glorious end—the real happineſs of 
the whole world. 


b or Goo diſpenſed the light of Revela- 


tion, and declared his will to the ſons of 


men, in ſuch a manner as was moſt ex- 
pedient on ſo extraordinary an occaſion— 
in ſuch a degree as was beſt adapted to 


their ſeveral apprehenſions—and at a time 


when it was molt likely to Produces its 


Proper effects. 


When ignorance and ſuperſtition pre- 
vailed ! in the world, and men were loſt in 


the errors of idolatry, Gop was pleaſed to 


call 


. 


3 
call forth Abraham, the great founder of bl 
the Jewiſh nation, and to make him large, | bi 
and precious promiſes. He called him o 
forth, becauſe he was a man of ſingular lf 
piety—a fit perſon to propagate that true | | 
Religion to which he had fo firmly and _ 
ſteadily adhered : Gop made him thoſe It 
promiſes to ſtrengthen his faith, and to ] ] 
encourage his endeavours in that great iq 
work, which he had appointed bim two 
execute. For, as he had declared, 3 ul 


the Meſhah, in whom all the nations of j f 
the earth were to be bleſſed, was to ſpring [ 
from his loins ; ſo he appointed him and 

his poſterity to reform and improve the 

H reſt of the world; and to convey down 

the glad tidings of that ſignal mercy that 
was finally intended for them. 


Azcordingly,. when he bad thus made 
theſe pious Patriarchs public vouchers of 
„ his 
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his Being and Providence, and teachers of 
his true Religion; he ſent them out to bear 
his name before the nations; and to in- | 
ſtruct them in the ways of truth and righ. 
teouſneſs. Out they proceeded, and Gon 
went with them; diſplayed himſelf mira. 
culouſly before them—not for their ſakes 
alone, but alſo, to make his power known 
among the Heathen, and his Divinity ac- 
knowledged to the ends of the earth. 


With the ſame gracious view to the 
general improvement of mankind, when 
he brought up the Iſraelites from the land 
of Egypt, he placed them in the centre of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed nations; and put 
them under ſuch a diſpenſation, as muſt 
prove in the event equally beneficial to the 
world, whether they obeyed him or obeyed 
him not, When they obeyed Gop, they 
proſpered ; and the nations flowed in unto 
them, 


S ERMON XII. 249 


them, and were enlightened. When they | 
diſobeyed him, they were puniſhed with 
captivity ; and, ſcattered among the na- 
tions, taught them ſtill. So that in either 
caſe, the Gentiles were ſure to gain know- 

ledge and inſtruction of them. 


How marvellous are the counſels of Gop! 
and how wiſe his proceedings ! But we 
have not yet conſidered all. 


For when he had, PE the diſcipline of 
the Moſaic ceconomy, recovered the Jews 
from their defection and idolatry, and 
brought them to the obedience and ac- 
knowledgment of Himſelf ; he left them, 
as it were, for a time, and turned his re- 
gard, after a more eſpecial manner, to the 
Gentiles. In conſequence of this regard, 
He raiſed up, among them a ſucceſſion of 
philoſophers, who may juſtly be looked 


upon 
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upon as {o many heathen apoſtles ; labour. 


ing for the improvement of that part of 
the world, in a way adapted to the genius 
and circumſtances of the people they 


tau ght. 


Theſe men clearly ſaw the depraved 


ſtate of human nature; and therefore 
ſtrongly inculcated the great neceſſity of 
Reformation. They plainly perceived the 
groſs abſurdities of the reigning ſuper- 
ſtitions; and therefore warmly inveighed 
againſt them. They conſiderably cleared 


up the nature and attributes of the Deity ; 


and re- eſtabliſhed on a tolerable founda- 
tion the chief principles of natural religion. 
Truths, indeed many and important 
truths— there were, which they could in 
no wiſe diſcover. What they did diſcover 
had however its effects; and greatly for- 


warded the purpoſes of Providence, 5 
they 


C 
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they could not entirely diſpel the darknels, 
they thinned it to admiration. They cor— 
rected errors, removed obſtructions, and 


opened the way to ſublimer doctrines, 


ſhould any ſuch be offered. 


And ſuch, by the kindly deſignation of 


Providence, did offer ſoon. For, about 


this time, the Hebrew Scriptures were 


tranſlated into Greek ; and by that means 


conveyed down ſtill greater knowledge to 


the Gentiles. In theſe Scriptures they ſaw 


the tenets of their philoſophers, in ſeveral 


points, confirmed ; - ſettled on a ſurer baſis, 


and raiſed to higher perfection. From 
theſe Scriptures they learned beſides, many 
things of which before they had no inti- 


mations. They learned in particular, that 


a Perſon was ſhortly to come, who ſhould 
make up the defects of reaſon and philo- 


ſophy; declare to the world the whole 


will 
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will of Gop; and ſupply it with the 
means of life and happineſs. Hence, they 
were prompted ardently to wiſh for the | 
arrival of this Perſon. In that wiſh the 
ſcheme of Providence had its effect: for 
it was the principal aim of all his diſpen- 
ſations, to render men ſenſible of the ne- 
ceſſity of a Redeemer, and deſirous at laſt 
of his coming. ET 


In the fulneſs of time, when Jews and 
Gentiles were in expectation of him, 
CHRIST appeared in the world. And, 
though He came as the great Teacher of 
all mankind, yet His firſt concern as Gob's 
before, was to inſtruct and reform the chil- 
dren of Iſrael. The Jews had {till the pre- 
ference, But their prerogative was ſoon 
aboliſhed; and the divine favours, like 
divine providence, were extended to all 
people. . 


For, 
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For, when our Saviour had explained 
the more obſcure doctrines of their law, 
and placed the ſanctions of it in a clearer 
light—when He had corrected their miſtakes 


concerning its precepts, and refined them 


to greater ſublimity—in ſhort, when He 


had given the Jews a perfect ſyſtem of faith 
and morals, confirmed by miracles, and 


exemplified in practice; He put an end to 
all diſtinctions, and, as Lorp of all, com- 


miſſioned the apoſtles to apply to all, and 


make diſciples of every nation. 


In the power of this commiſſion they 
went forth, and publiſhed the Goſpel to 
every creature—the LoxD working with 


them, and bearing teſtimony to the doc- 


trines they taught by the ſigns and wonders 
He enabled them to ) perform. 
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Now, the Gentiles were enlightened} in- 
deed. For where reaſon could arrive at no 
| = degree of knowledge reſpecting ſome im- 
| portant, ſaving truths ; there the Golpe! 
[ has been a light to them in the moſt pro- 
per ſenſe; by revealing what they were ut-⸗ 
terly ignorant of, though, at the ſame time, 
was neceſſary to be known. 


Where they entertained before ſome faint 
and doubtful notions of things ; there they 
vere advanced by the preaching of the 
apoſtles to aſſurance and certainty. 


Where they acknowledged reverence and 
obedience to be due to Gop; there they 
were taught to worſhip him after a Spiri- 
tual manner, and to ſerve him with a pure 
heart. 
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Where they wanted directions in the 


various ſtates and relations of life ; there 


— 


they were furniſhed with proper rules, plain 
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to be underſtood, and eaſy to be applied | 


when occaſion required. In a word, CHRIST 


hath abounded towards them in all wiſdom = 1 
and in all knowledge; made them com- i 


plete in Himſelf ; and endowed them, ac- — | 
cording to his divine power, with every 


thing neceſſary to lite and happineſt, 


It is true, there are ſeveral myſteries, re- 
hating to the nature and eſſence of Gov— 
ſeveral myſteries, relating to his kingdom, 
which are not made known unto men: 
nor is it requiſite they ſhould be. For 5 


the light which our Saviour brought, the | 
knowledge which the Goſpel commun: 
cates, 1s quite ſufficient to the purpoles of ! 


{alvation—ſufficient to guide us in the wass 
of holineſs through the courſe of this life, 


and 
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and to bring us to happineſs in the life to 

come. This is all we really want. And 
ſince our wants are in this reſpect ſo well 
ſupplicd, it would be folly to complain 
that our curioſity 1s not gratified. 


When therefore the Day-ſpring from on 
high was pleaſed te viſit us; He ſhed ſuf- 
ficient light around to lighten every man 
that cometh into the world—a light that 
ſhines with this peculiar advantage ; that 
it is clear and perceptible to all. 


It required both a cloſe application and 
deep reach of thought—qualities not very 
common—to find out the ſentiments and 

opinions of the philoſophers : and the ty- 


pical, hidden meaning of the Jewiſh law 
was perhaps ſtill more difficult to be diſ- 
covered. But the Goſpel delivers the moſt 
exalted truths in a plain familiar ſtyle, 
8 8 hn; 
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adapted to the meaneſt capacities. The 
ſenſe in moſt places in all places of impor- 
| tance—1s obvious at firſt ſight; ſo that every 
one whoreadeth the Goſpel may eaſily under- 
ſtand it. And we of the Reformed Churches 


| may read it in our language; and conſe- 


quently muſt thank our own negligence, if 
we know not as much as we are concerned 


to know, 1n order to be happy. 


For it is further to be obſerved, that our 


gracious LokD, to render this light more 


effectual, has been pleaſed to ſhed forth 


the Spirit of Truth into our hearts, whoſe 


office it is to lead us into all needful truths; 


and to impreſs them on our minds and 
conſciences. If we ſtudy therefore the 


ſeripture with care, and ſeek knowledge in 


the love thereof; we may reſt aſſured, that 
we ſhall know ſo much of the doctrine, as 


is neceſſary to inſtru us in the nature of 


8 our 
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our duty, and to encourage us in the prac. 


Lice of it. 


We have now ſeen the whole progreſs 


of Gop's adminiſtration, as it relates to 
tie improvement of mankind. From the 
view we have taken, it plainly "appears 
that he bore throughout an equal regard 
to all Eis children, It plainly appears, that 
he was in reality the Gop of the Gentiles, 


as well as of the Jews, though he treated 
them in a different manner. His deſign 

was to inſtruct and reform them both; 
and he wiſely applied himſelf to each, ac 


cording as they were capable of being 
benefited by him. If ſome remained in 
darkneſs longer than others, it was, be— 
cauſe they were unable to bear the light: 
and if ſome are ſufiered {till to continue in 
the ſame ſituation, it is, probably, owing 


to the ſame reaſon. 


; oY N 
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we of this nation are happy witneſſes of 


and obſcurity as any of our benighted 
brethren : but out of this darkneſs Gop in 


luſtre ; and which therefore it behoves us 


carefully to apply to the uſe it was intended 
to ſerve. 


[iteps, and guide our feet into the way of 
peace. Let us then be guided by it. Let 


us walk honeſtly as in the day not in vice 
and vanity, as thoſe who know not Gor; 
but in righteouſneſs and holinels, confor- 
mably with our ir profeſſion. 


The prophecy however is fulfilled: and 
itz accompliſhment. For we were once 


Gentiles, as deeply involved in darkneſs 


his mercy called us forth into a marvel- 
lous lighht—a light that ſhines upon s 
with the pureſt rays and the ſtrongeſt 


Now the uſe of this light is to direct our 
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The Goſpel requires a converſation fyit. 


able to its doctrines; and juſtly expe; 


that we ſhould improve in virtue, as the 
means of it improve upon us. But the 
means of Salvation which we enjoy are in- 
deed exceedingly great ; and great ſhould 


be our proficiency under them: elſe theſe 


advantages, inſtead of contributing to our 


comfort and happineſs, will become arti- 


cles of accuſation againſt us, and increaſe 


* 54 


| Beſides, if we perſiſt i in : the abuſe of fi 
ſi onal mercy, if we neglect the light ſo gra. 
ciouſly afforded, Gop may judicially with- 


draw it from us, as He did from others in 
the like caſe, before us. Nay, though He 


ſhould not withdraw it by any particulat 


act of his avenging providence, our own 


inattention, negligence ; and vices would by 


degrees, in the natural courſe of things / 
5 deten 


. 


totally ſuppreſs and extinguiſn it. For 
how can Religion ſubſiſt where it is not 
| profeſſed ? And how can it be ſaid to be 


profeſſed, where its ſervices are not attend- 
ed? The contempt therefore of public 


worſhip, ſo flagrant among us, 1s one of 
the greateſt inſtances of unthankfulneſs to 


Gop, and of injury to his Goſpel, of which 


we can be guilty. It is in effect to put out 


the light which Gop has kindled ; and to 
endeavour to bring the world back to that 


wretched ſtate of ignorance and error, in 


which it lay before it was illuminated. 


This conſideration will, I hope, prevail 


upon thoſe, who are not quite loſt to virtue 


and goodneſs, to make it a real point of 


conſcience, not to abſent themſelves unne- 


ceſſarily from the ordinances of Go, or the 
places of public worſhip. For there the 
word 1s read and explained ; the facraments 
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are duly adminiſtered ; and many peculiar 
helps to Salvation offered. And if we faith- 
fully uſe theſe helps—recolle&, impreſs 
and apply what we hear—we ſhall no 
longer be either inactive or unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our LoD Jzsvs Cnnisr; 
but ſhall be moved thereby to the conſtant 
practice of thoſe virtues and graces, Which 
ſerve to render us acceptable to Go, and | 
approved of men. 


Now we know theſe things, happy are | 
weif we do them. And do them we {hould, 
for the ſake of Religion as well as of our— 
ſelves. Holineſs of life is not only the 
end, but alſo the ſupport, of Religion. It 
is to this that Chriſtianity owes, 1n a great 
meaſure, its growth and propagation. Had 
it not deen for the virtues of its firſt pro- 
felſors, we had never been partakers of 
the Goſpel. Their practice recommended 


it to ir forefathers ; and ours ſhould re- 


_ commend it to our children. It 


9 
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If then we have any concern for the 
honour of Gop, any concern for the ad- 
vancement of virtue, any concern for the 
welfare of poſterity, let us daily endeavour 
with the utmoſt aſſiduity to adorn the 
doctrine of our Saviour in all things. 
Fully ſenſible that our profeſſion will al- 
ways be eſtimated by our actions; let us be 


careful to ſhew by our good converſation 


the noble principles that arc ingrafted in. 


our Souls: let us make our light ſo to ſhine 
before men, that they may ſee our good 
works ; and, allured by their excellency, 
may be induced to quit the ways of error, 
and perform the ſame to the glory of Gov. 


SERMON 


= ö ” 
r 


ur 
— nd IS 
AYE I os — gn nn 
* r — Fee 


4 


r — 3 By 2 
FER « — — 2 - ha re A, a - 6 5 * 
— — 3 — — : PPT 
ud x w hes * Ion ng — - — — — ex 
Bs . 8 F4 N 


— —— — — ON — 


. en —˙ win ¹ Pm ̃⁵² V 


— ES. 


— 


- 
> 4g 


— — 


— —. TIT DIE RS _ — — . 


— — 


SZ — E 


ACTS iv.—27, 28. 
FOR OF A TRUTH, AGAINST THY noLx CHILD 
JESUS, WHOM THOU HAST ANOINTED, 
BOTH HEROD AND PONTIUS PILATE, WITH 
THE GENTILES AND THE PEOPLE OF 
ISRAEL, WERE GATHERED TOGETHER, FOR 
10 DO WHATEVER THY HAND AND TH 
COUNSEL DETERMINED BEFORE 70-35 
DONE. 


A S there was a general and ſtrong ex- 


pectation of the Meſſiah's coming, both 
among Jews and Gentiles, at the time our 


Saviour 
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Saviour appeared 1n the world ; it might 


naturally be preſumed, when he took upon 
him the character of that expected Pro- 


vhet, that all would have been ready to 


attend to his claim, and allow his pre- 
tenſions an equitable hearing; that, con- 
ſidering the deſign he came upon, and the 


proofs he gave of the truth of his miſſion, 
all would have ſincerely believed on his 


name, and yielded a willing obedience to 


his authority. 


But nevertheleſs, hiſtory ſhews, that the 


reception he met with, was, in fact, ex- 
tremely different. For both the Jews and 
Gentiles, inſtead of examining the merits 


of his cauſe, maliciouſly joined in a con- 


federacy againſt him; and proſecuted their 


reſentment even to death.—Now, {ſuch 4 
conduct is a clear indication of an extra- 


ordinary, and violent prejudice. Yet, as 
3 5 he 
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he appeared exactly at the time when he 


was expected, you may wonder how they 
could poſſibly be prejudiced againſt him. 
But the time of his appearance was not the 


thing: the offence was taken at the man- 
ner of it; which was juſt the reverſe of 
what they had 1 


The Fews were deeply poſſeſſed with che 
notion, that the Meſſiah would appear in 
all the ſplendor and majeſty of power; | 
and reſtore the kingdom to Iſrael. Such 


was the redemption they had formerly ex- 


perienced, and ſuch Was the redemption 


they now expected. 


The Gentiles entertained a different opi- 
nion: for they thought, that he would 
come in the ſpirit of the ancient philoſo- 


phers; and reform the world by the united 


force of eloquence and learning. 


In 
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In conſequene of theſe notions, the Jews 
required a ſign and the Greeks ſought 
after wiſdom : but, the former could ſee 
no ſign of conqueſt, no ſymbols of royalty, 
in the humble deportment and mean con- 
dition of JESUS CurIsT ; nor could the 
others find the ſubtleties and refinement of 
_ philoſophy in his plain and ſimple docs 
trine. Hence both of them immediately 
concluded, that ſuch a perſon, deſtitute, 
as they thought, of the neceſſary qualifica- | 
tions, could never be the intended author 
of ſalvation. For a crucified Saviour was 
to the Jews a frumbling- block, and to the 
Greeks fool one 


So great was the offence of the croſs, in 
the firſt ages of the Goſpel. It continued 
to prevail in later times: nor is it yet, per- 
| haps, quite removed. For ſome may ſtill 
imagine, that, if IESsus had been truly the 

1 F 
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Son of Gop, and the glorious Redeemer of 
mankind, divine wiſdom would have hardly 
directed, that he ſhould appear in ſo mean 
and obſcure a condition; much leſs would 
divine juſtice have ever permitted, that he 
ſhould experience ſuch great and terrible 
ſufferings. | 


Now, to clear up this point, and, if I 


can, to remove the ſcruples you may en- 


tertain concerning it; I ſhall prove in the 
firſt place, that J=svs CuRIsT was truly 
the promiſed Redeemer ; the holy child 
of Gop, whom he had anointed for the ſal- 


vation of the world. And then I ſhall ſhew 


in the ſecond place, that, as in the cir- 


cumſtances of his life, and the manner of 


his death, there was nothing but what 


Gop had before determined : o there was 


nothing but what is perfectly reconcile- 


able to his wiſdom and goodneſs, In the 
_ firſt 
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firſt place then, I am to prove, that Jzsvs 
 CnxsT was truly the promiſed Redeemer, 


the Holy Child of Gop, whom he had a- 


nointed for the ſalvation of the world. Now, 


if we argue with the Jews on their own 
principles, bringing the cauſe of Curtsr 


to the teſt of the Moſaic law, and trying 
his claim by the prophecies of ancient 

Scripture, it has been already proved, and 
the proof is on record, that He is the true 
Meſſiah. St. Stephen proved it in this way 
long ago to the council at Jeruſalem; and 
ſo did St. Paul to the Jews at Antioch, 


Their proof, it is true, is very ſhort; and 
deduced only from the completion of ſome 


few prophecies; but collect all the pre- 


ditions from Moſes to Malachi, that have 
any relation to the expected Redeemer, f 
and you will find them every one fulfilled 


in JEsUs Curisr—fulfilled in ſo plain and 


perfect a manner; that, from being for- 
merly 
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| merly to the Jews the great ſupport of 


their faith, they are now become to them 


| a ſtanding reproof for their infidelity. 


And the ſtronger reproof, as the cauſe of 
| their prejudice is taken away, For how 
| deſpicable ſoever this ſame Jzsvs might 
| appear to them in the days of his humilia- 


tion and weakneſs ; yet, one would think, 
they might, even on their own views, have 


| ſince been fully reconciled to him, by the 


glory of his kingdom, and the mightineſs 


of his power. 


But perhaps this manifeſt conformity be- 


| tween the character of CHRIST and the 
ancient propheſies is not the proof upon 
wich you would reſt. You rather chooſe, 


| with the Gentile, to examine his preten- 
ſons by the rule of reaſon; and determine 


their validity by the correſpondence they 
bear to the dictates of wiſdom, Let us ſee 


8 then, 
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then, whether the truth of his on may 
not be ſupported upon this footing, and 
_ juſtified by the propriety of it. It is the 
judgment of the author of the epiſtle to the 
Hebrews, that © ſuch an high Prieſt” or 
Saviour became us,” that is, was need- 
ful for us, who is holy, harmleſs, un- 
{© defiled, ſeparate from ſinners, and made 
higher than the heavens.” Now, let 
| Reaſon ſpeak, and it will form exactly the 
| ſame judgment. For, as we had ſtrayed 
Into the paths of wickedneſs and miſery 
and were ignorant of the means of attain- 
ing to happineſs; 7 did we not evidently 
ſtand in need of the aſſiſtance of ſome wiſe 
and holy perſon, who could inſtruct us in 
all neceſſary truths by his doctrine, and 
would guide us by his example into the 
ways of Righteouſneſs ? And moreover; 
as the juſtice of Gop, required ſatisfaction 


for the offence our ſins had given to his 
hol. 
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f 


holineſs ; and as this ſatisfaction could not 


be made—but either by our own deaths, 
or, after all the indulgences of mercy, by 


the death of a pure unſpotted ſubſtitute of 


the ſame kind ; then, did we not likewiſe 


ſtand in need of the friendly interpoſal of 
ſome innocent, meritorious perſon, could 
ſuch be found, who would be willing to 
ſuffer and to die for us? But nevertheleſs, 


though our tranſgreſſions. were forgiven, 


and ourſelves delivered from miſery ; yet 
alas! conſidering the depravity of our 
diſpoſitions, and the imperfection of our 


beſt ſervices, both owing to our own fault, 


we might till juſtly deſpair, without the 


interceſſion of a powerful advocate, of 


gaining acceſs to the pure majeſty of Hea- 
ven, in whoſe pr eſence alone is the fulneſs 


of joy and happineſs. 


Now, if the wants and neceſſities of hu- | 


man nature were fuch ; and ſuch the mea- 
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ſures of relief, which human reaſon would 
judge expedient; ſurely Reaſon may be well 
content: for CHRIST is, according to this 


very form, the wiſdom of Gop unto Sal- 
vation. | 


Did we want to be inſtructed in the 
knowledge of our duty, and to be excited 
to the practice of it? Then behold! CHRIST 
has not only given us a perfect and com- 
plete rule of life for the direction of our 
conduct in every ſituation; but has like- 
wiſe enforced and recommended it to us 
by a continued courſe of well - doing; ©leav- 
ing us an example, that we ſhould follow 
his ſteps,” And though the doctrines he 
taught, and the precepts he delivered, car- 
ried in them plain evidence of their divine 
original ; yet to remove all doubt, that 
they were not his own, but the Father's 
who ſent him, he performed ſuch works 


17 


in confirmation of them, as no man could 


perform, except God were with him. 


Again; did we ſtand in need of a meri- 
torious ſacrifice to make atonement for our 


paſt tranſgreſſions? Then behold ! JIxsvs 


Curisr, when he had fulfilled all righ- 


teouſneſs, voluntarily endured the puniſh- 


ment due to our iniquities, and offered 


himſelf a facrifice to God for our ranſom. 


And as he died for our fins, ſo he roſe again 


for our juſtification : and is now aſcended 


to the right hand of the Majeſty on high, 
where he ever liveth to make interceſſion 
for us. 


Theſe things J=svs did. And, in the 
eye of Reaſon, does he not appear from 


what he has done, to have fully anſwered 


the character of the Redeemer ? © So far, 
” perhaps you-will admit, he has: but yet, 
e T- 3 & there 


SERMON XIII. 277 


* 
4 
> r 
4 _ — IN" Core I 
< * o . » D — 1 4 > v 
* * aa 4 —— 2 = - an 3 2 re — 2 3 — — 
— — 3 r — . . 2 r A * ; PAR ES : © BY x L 
2 — +a — 22 _ . Y 8 
- . — n 


238 SERMON XII 


there were ſeveral circumſtances attend 
« ing his life, that ſeem to be ſcarce con- 
« ſiſtent with that character. F or, if he 
had been truly the Saviour of the world, 
&« can it ever be ſuppoſed, he would have 

& been ſent into the world in ſo mean and 
e abject a manner; much leſs, that he 
would have been brought at laſt to ſuffer 

« ſuch a cruel and ignominious death? 


N ow, theſe things, however they may 

T appear at firſt fight, are, in reality, ſo far 
from being any objections to the truth of 
ChRIS᷑T's miſſion, that, as I am going to 
ſhew in the 


Second place, they rather tend to con- 
firm and eſtabliſh it. For, ſhould not 
Cunlsr, when he came into the world, 
have been placed in thoſe circumſtances 
which contributed moſt to the accompliſh- 
ment 
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ment of his deſign? Now, his deſign, 
you know, was to {ave the world : : and One 
way of effecting this, was by preaching 
and inſtructing men in the knowledge of | 
their duty. But, how could he inſtru 
them, unleſs he converſed familiarly with 
them ? And what ſtate of life could afford 
him ſuch great opportunities bf converſing 
familiarly with them, and ſpreading the 
5 Goſpel among them, as the low, wander- 
ing condition in which he appeared ? It 
was right, you may grant, he ſhould tra- 
vel about: but it ſhould have been in 
pomp and ſplendor ; for that would have 
ſecured reſpect to his perſon, and have 
alſo added authority to his doctrine. But 
bow wrong, alas! do we judge of things! 

Suppoſe CurisT had come, as the Jews ex- 
. pected, in the form of a mighty prince, 
and had propagated his religion in all the 
magnificence of earthly power, what would 


. have 
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have been the conſequence? Would not 


wonder? would they not have taken it 


upon truſt, without examination? and 


have eagerly embraced it, not for its ex- 


cellency, but for their own intereſt ? And 
might not oer nations be induced to reject 


it on this very account ? deeming it the 
work of human policy, calculated on pur- 


pole to bring them to ſlavery and ſub-+ 


jection. 


Whereas, by appearing in the manner 


he did, he ſhewed to the world, that he 


had himſelf no temporal views ; and that 


others could have no motive to become his 


diſciples, but their firm belief in the truth 


of his doctrines. 


But there was another thing which 


Cunlsr was to perform for the ſalvation of 
N _ 
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duty in his own conduct, and exhibit in his 


own perſon a pattern for us to copy. And in 


what ſituation could he perform this with 


the ſame advantage, as in that which he 


choſe? Had he aſſumed the ſtate and en- 


ſigns of royalty, and framed his life to that 


character, his example could have been but 
of little uſe to the general part of mankind. 


| The virtues, which he then muſt have. 

_ chiefly exerciſed, would have been of a high - 
and lofty nature, inſtances of power, and 
acts of munificence—which yet, as it was, 
he more gloriouſly diſplayed by a ſeries of 
merciful and gracious miracles. But by. 
taking, as he did, that humble ſtation, and, 


encountering thoſe hardſhips and tempta- 


tions, which preſs moſt heavily on human 
life, he render ed himſelf ſuch an example 
of virtue. as the neceſſities of mankind re- 


quired. An example of humility, meek- 


the world and that was, to exemplify our 
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nefs and patience ; an example of content. 


edneſs, reſi ignation and forgiveneſs - virtues 
for which we have daily occaſion, and 


Which are yet ſo difficult of attainment, 


that herein we wanted moſt of all the gui. 


dance and encouragement of a precedent. 


This then juſtifies the manner of his ap- 
pearance. But it is further obje&ted—did 


not this perſon, who, we ſay, 1s our Re- 


deemer, ſuffer at laſt ; and die the moſt con- 


temptible and ignominious death ? We 


own he did. And does not this complete 
the evidence of his being the Meſſiah ? For 


ought 1 not CHRIST to have ſuffered ? How 
elſe ſhould the Scriptures be fulfilled, which 
long had foretold—that thus it muſt be? 


How elſe would the redemption of the world 


have been perfectly accompliſhed ? For the 
principal method by which he was to re- 
deem us, was the making himſelf a ſubſti- 


tute 
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3 tute for us; paying in his own body the 


penalty of our ſins; and ſo procuring us 


| the remiſſion of them. But the wages of 
ſin is death; ; and Gop had determined, 
that without ſhedding of blood there ſhould 


be no remiſſion. It was therefore neceſſary, 
that CHRIST, who came to redeem us from 
death, ſhould, to accompliſh that redemp- 
tion, die himſelf in our ſtead. And ſince 


our releaſe depends upon his death, the 


more ignominious and public it was, the 
more it tends to ſtrengthen our ſecurity. 
But ſtill, you may ſay, it is a great reproach. 


It would have been, had he continued the 


priſoner of the grave. But to our comfort, 
and to our honour too, the infamy of his 


death was ſoon ſwallowed up by the glory 


of his reſurrection. 


But it is further urged—where was the 


neceſſity of his dyin gat all; fince Gop could 
have 
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have freely pardoned us without any atone. 
ment ? What Gop could do, it becomes not 
us to judge. What he has done, we know: 
and we may conclude, that for ſo doing he 
had good reaſons, Had he vouchſafed te 
forgive us, without exacting any ſatisfac. 
tion, we muſt indeed have admired the 
abundance of his mercy; but then, we 
ſhould not ſo fully have diſcovered, what 
it greatly concerns us to be appriſed of, the 
infinite malignity of ſin, and the infinite 
abhorrence Gop has to it—we ſhould not 
ſo fully have diſcovered the zealous concern 
he entertains for the honour of his laws, 
nor the great neceſſity there is of our living 
conformably with them. Now, 1n the re- 
demption purchaſed by the death of Cur1sTs 
all theſe points are clearly diſplayed ; at 
the ſame time that the mercy of Gop is 
equally manifeſted. In this view then, 
this method of Salvation, which the Greek 
Phi- 
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| Philoſophers called fooliſhneſs, 1 is far ſu- 


| perior in wiſdom to any ſcheme that man 
can deviſe. For let him deviſe what he 


will, it muſt ever appear either too rigo- 


rous or too mild. But here is a diſpenſation 
wiſely attempered between the ſeverity of 


| juſtice and the lenity of mercy. A diſpen- 


ſation, wherein the frailty of human na- 


ture is graciouſſy conſidered and provided 


for, and the honour of the divine majeſty 
vindicated and maintained. A diſpenſa- 


tion, which affords the ſinner all the ſecu- 
rity he can wiſh, for his deliverance from | 


the puniſhment of his paſt tranſgreſſions ; 'E 


and lays before him all the motives he can 


want, for his future! improvement in piety 
and virtue. 
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JOHN xiv.— 16. 


IWILL PRAY THE FATHER, AND HE SHALL 
GIVE YOU ANOTHER COMFORTER, THAT 


HE MAY ABIDE WITH YOU FOR EVER, 
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their Maſter was ſhortly to leave the world, 
they looked upon themſelves to be, as in 
the ordinary view of things they indeed 
were, in a very deplorable, diſtreſſed con- 
dition. They were engaged in a work, 
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which their own obſervation could aſſure 
them was attended throughout with an in- 
finite variety of the moſt grievous hard. 


ſhips. They ſaw what their Maſter ſuf. 
fered; and were taught to expect, when 


ever he was gone, that the ſame would fall 
upon themſelves. The gloomineſs of the 
proſpe& which they had before them natu- 
rally alarmed their fears; and the appre- 
henſion of the calamities coming Upon 
them filled their hearts with forrow. 


In this ſituation of things, it would have 


agreed as ill with our Saviour's tenderneſs, 
as with the exigence of his Religion, to 


have ſuffered the Diſciples to remain com- 


fortleſs. Their caſe required peculiar at- 
tention ; and, as it was in itſelf uncommon, 


called aloud for uncommon relief. Such I 
relief was graciouſly adminiſtered to them— 


ſufficient to allay the terror of their minds, 
and 
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and to reconcile them to the hardſhips of 
: their duty. For if the hardſhips of their 
: duty were great, they had this aſſurance 
from their Maſter to comfort them, that 
Iereat alſo would be the reward of their 


fidelity, in the place he was going to pre- 
pare for them. 


| If their nature was too weak and frail to 
withſtand the ſhocks of ſo many dangers, 
hey had ſtill in him ſuch a powerful advo- 
ate with the Father, that whatever ſuc- 
Pour or aſſiſtance they ſhould aſk in his 
me, ſhould effectually be granted to 
nem. -_ 


e cauſe they had undertaken, and which 
ad hitherto proſpered 1 in virtue chiefly of 


bar Maſter's preſence, ſhould fail in their 


ads when he was departed ; they were 
U 2 ſeaſon- 


If they were anxious and concerned leſt 
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| ſeaſonably relieved with this further pro- 
miſe, that as ſoon as he was gone, he 
would ſend one from heaven to ſupply his 
abſence. —One that ſhould eſpouſe and de- 
fend their cauſe: conduct and manage 
what they had in charge : and render them 
by his influence ſuperior, at laſt, to all 
oppoſition : one that ſhould never care, 
nor forſake them; but ſhould continue 
with them, and with thoſe who believed 
through them, to the end of the world 
«1 will pray the Father, and he ſhall 
6 give you another comforter, that he 


„may abide with you for ever.” 


Now, the accompliſhment of this pro- 
miſe, in the actual deſcent of the HoLY 
GuosT upon the Apoſtles, is what the 


Church commemorates—moſt deſerved!y 


commemorates on this day; ſince, with- 


out ſuch proviſion, it muſt neceſſarily havd 
„ fax 
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failed and periſhed from the earth. For 


| bow ſtrong ſoever the foundation had been 
laid by the hand of Omnipotence; yet no- 


thing leſs than the ſeaſonable communica- 
tion of the ſame power could have enabled 


| thoſe, who were to build thereon, to ad- 


vance, ſupport and complete the work. 
After what manner this power was exerted 
in the days of the Apoſtles, and how far 


it continues to operate at preſent :—or, 


| according to another form of words, in 


what inſtances the Holy Spirit formerly 
was, and {till is, an advocate for the Chriſ- 
tian cauſe, 1s what I ſhall now endeavour 
to explain. 5 = 


When the HoLy SpIRTTr came down from 
Heaven, the ſtate of the Church, or, of 


the Chriſtian cauſe was briefly this, 


1 * JEsvs 
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Ixsus CHRIST was ſent into the world to 
inform mankind of the will of Gon ; and 
to inſtruct them in the way to eternal ſal. 
vation. He came to thoſe who were pecu- 
larly his own, that is, to the Jews ; but 
they were ſo far from believing him to be 
that great Prophet, whom their Scripture 
taught them to expect, that they looked 
upon him as a daring impoſtor ; and! in- 
ſtead of receiving him with the eſteem and 
veneration due to his character, they per- 
ſecuted, reviled, and murdered him. Be. 
fore his death, indeed, he founded a Re- 
ligion in every reſpect worthy of Goo, as | 
in every reſpect beneficial to man. He 
confirmed this Religion by miracles; and 
exemplified it in his converſation. To un- 
prejudiced minds this might be ſufficient to 
prove its Divinity ; but with thoſe of ano- 


ther caſt, the ſufferings of its Author 


might ſtand as an evidence of the falſity of 
„ his 4 
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his religion ; and the ignominy of his 
death as a demonſtration of his impol- 
ture. 1 


In theſe circumſtances, common reaſon 
dictates to us, that ſomething was needful 
to be done, to ſupport our Saviour's claim, 
and to juſtify the truth of his miſſion :— 
that ſomething was needful to be done, to 
vindicate his perſonal innocence ; and to 
illuſtrate the equity of Gop in permitting 
him to ſuffer ſuch cruel treatment: that 
ſomething was needful to be done, to ſhew 
that Gop, though he thought proper to 
permit it, yet did not countenance that 
conſpiracy againſt him. 


Theſe points the world might expect 
ſhould be cleared up : nor were they left 
to expect in vain: for theſe points the 
Spirit had in charge to vindicate. When 

| U 4 ” ND Ty * 


he is come, ſays our Saviour, he will re- 
46 prove or convince the world, of ſin, 
and of righteouſneſs, and of judgment. 
Of ſin, becauſe they believe not on me: 

« Of righteouſneſs, becauſe I go to my 
e Father, and ye ſee me no more: Of 
„judgment, becauſe the prince of this 
* world is Judged, = And accordingly, 
when he came he convinced them effec. 


1 For, 


. He gave them an undeniable proof 
of 1 truth of our Saviour's miſſion by 
his very appearance in favour of his 
cauſe. As the HoLv SPIRIT, and conſe- 8 
quently the gifts of prophecy and mira- 
cles, had been withdrawn from the Jewiſh 
Church above four hundred years, his 
viſible deſcent on the Apoſtles of CHRIsr, 
after ſo long an intermiſſion, and accord- 


ing to the expreſs promiſe of their Maſter, 


muſt 
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muſt be to the Jews as clear an evidence 
as they could poſſibly deſire of his being 
the prophet come from Gop. And if the 
ſcandal of his croſs had fo blinded their 
eyes that they could not ſee their ſin in 
rejecting him ; this event, this manifeſta- 


tion of his glory was ſufficient in reaſon to 


correct their prejudices, and to bring them 


cover to repentance. After this their infi- 


delity became inexcuſable. Eſpecially, 


when we conſider, 


4. That the great power and dignity 


with which CurisT was inveſted in heaven 


| —evinced likewiſe by this effuſion of the 


 Hory SpIRIT— was a manifeſt indication 


of his innocence. For it 1s agreed on all 


hands, that the righteous only can appear 


in the preſence, or will be accepted in the 


light, of Gop. 


* 
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And though he ſeemed to be chaſtiſed in 
this world as a criminal, yet, in reality, it 
was the chaſtiſement of our ſins that was 
upon him. He ſuffered for us; the juſt for 
the unjuſt, that he might bring us to Gon 
Wherefore Gop alſo exalted him to his own 
ri ght-hand ; and, for the ſuffering of death 
made him both Lord and Chriſt ; * having 
given him a name which is above every 
name ſo that at the name of Jzsvs every 

knee ſhall bow.“ And to convince them 
moreover that, though he permitted, he 
did not approve of their mercileſs proceed- 
ings, Gop diſplayed the rigour of his judg- 
ment on the authors of our Savious's ſuf- 

ferings; as well on the Jews, who were 
the immediate inſtruments; as on the 
prince of this world, by whoſe inſtigation 
they were excited to inflict them. For the 
Jews were overthrown by an almoſt total 


deſtruction: and as the Hoe prevailed, | 
the 
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2 
the power of Satan gradually decreaſed :— 
tue oracles were ſtruck dumb—the Gods 


of the heathen were put to flight their 


temples were demoliſned- their idols bro- 
ken down—their ſacrifices diinſed—and 
their worſhip deteſted. In ſhort, the head 


of the ſerpent was mortally bruiſed, and 


the power of darkneſs was vanquiſhed :— 


the Religion of CHRIST was vind:cated in 


the world, and his kingdom efiectually 


: eſtabliſhed. 


The divine miſſion of our Saviour, and 


the truth of his Religion being thus con- 


firmed, we are next to conſider what was 


further neceſſary in order to port and 
propagate it. 


N ow, as this Religion Was intended for 


the benefit of all nations, it was requiſite 
that all nations ſhould poſſeſs the means of 


4 know- 
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knowing it. But this could never be done, 


in any reaſonable time, nor perhaps with 


any conſiderable efficacy, but by confer- 
ring on the Teachers of it the gift of Lan- 


guages, to qualify them to inſtruct and ; 


convert the Gentiles. And therefore when 
the Holy Ghoſt fell on the Apoſtles, he 


uſhered his adminiſtration with this very 


"wit, For they all ſpake with tongues, 


as the Spirit gave them utterance,” 


When they were thus qualified to inſtruct 


the world, the next thing requiſite was, 


that the Doctrines in which they were to 
inſtruct them ſhould be ſo treaſured in their 


minds, that none of them might be forgot- 


ten and loſt. But this was more than their 


natural abilities could enſure. And there- 


fore it was another part of the Spirit's 


office to bring all things to their remem- 
os brance, 
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bene whatſoever their Maſter had ſaid 


unto them. 


But then, as it was not ſufficient only to 


remember the doctrine of our SAVIOUR, but 


neceſſary likewiſe rightly to underſtand it ; 
ſo the Holy Spirit ſecured them from error, 
by guiding them into all truth, and illu- 


minating their underſtandings to judge 


unerringly of matters of faith. 


-Parnithed however as ; they were for the 
work, yet there was {till required an un- 


common zeal to undertake i it an undaunt- 


ed courage to purſue it and an unparal- 


leled patience to bear up againſt the con- 


ſtant hardſhips which every where attend- 


ed it. But in all theſe things they were 


more than conquerors. For the Holy 
Ghoſt inſpired them with ſuch a degree of 


courage and firmneſs, that they feared no 
oppo- 


Wi 
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the ſame time that they confirmed the truth 
. of 


oppoſition, declined no difficulties, dread. 
ed no dangers in diſcharge of their duty, 


but even rejoiced that they were thought 
worthy to ſuffer for the name of Cuxlsr. 


But, notwithſtanding the conſtancy, 
courage and aſſiduity of its firſt teachers, 


a doctrine, ſo contrary to the prevailing 
diſpoſitions of mankind, could make but 

a flow progrels ; in a ſenſual world by its 
own force. Men immerſed in the pleaſures 
of ſenſe are with difficulty brought to attend 
to reaſon. Such can only be inſtructed by 
being firſt aſtoniſhed; and are ſcarcely led 

to obey till they ſee it is in vain to withſtand. 


Wherefore, in the laſt place, the Holy 


Ghoſt, as was neceſſary, armed the Apoſ- 
tles and firſt converts to Chriſtianity with 


the power of working miracles; which, at 
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of their doctrines, awakened the attention, 
and ſubdued the ſtubbornneſs of their 
hearers. 


Theſe are the principal inſtances where- 
in the Church, in its infant ſtate, both re- 


quired and received the aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit, And what was the reſult what 
was the conſequence of theſe wonderful 


manifeſtations ? Why this, —A Religion 
that had nothing of external charms—that 


was quite contrary to the worldly intereſts 


and carnal inclinations of mankind—a 


Religion whoſe chief article was to believe 
WE) deſpiſed and crucified Saviour—a Re- 
ligion that propoſed nothing to its pro- 
eſſors, on earth, but tribulation, afflic- 


tion, perſecution and death—a Religion 
preached only by a ſet of poor, illiterate, 
contemptible mechanicks, and at the ſame 


time oppoſed—virulently oppoſed by the 


rich, 
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rich, the learned, and the Bonkotrübie of 
the world—this Religion, under the in- 
fluence of the SPIRIT, its advocate, broke 


through all reſtraints and impediments— 


ſpread itſelf with ſurpriſing rapidity—ſub- 
dued all earthly powers—till kings after 
kings became obedient to it, and nations 
after nations did, and do it ſervice. 


How long theſe extraordinary powers 


continued in the Church, IS a queſtion that 


cannot eaſily, and needs not critically, be 
determined. Thus much however the na- 


ture of the thing itſelf will ſuggeſt that 


as they were conferred in order to evince 


the truth of the Goſpel, and to promote 
its reception in the world; ſo they were 


continued as long as it required or ſtood 
in want of ſuch credentials. As the pre- 
judices of mankind began to abate, theſe 


extraordinary manifeſtations, which were 
: de- 
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deſigned to conquer them, we may ſuppoſe 


abated likewiſe ; and at length totally 
ceaſed when Chriſtianity was . 


eſtabliſhed, 


© - But nevertheleſs, though the HoLy 
SpiRIT does not, becauſe he needs not, 
diſplay himſelf at this time in ſuch ſtupen- 
dous operations, yet he is Rill preſent with 
his Church, and will abide with it unto 
the end of che world. 


After what manner he now abides with 
it, and in what meaſure he is an Advocate 


for it, we cannot pretend to ſay. But of 


this we are certain, and in this certainty 
we ſhould reſt content ; that—as he ope- 


rated formerly in the high degree that 


vas neceſſary to eſtabliſh it, ſo he operates 


full in that degree, whatever it be, which 
is neceſſary to preſerve it. In conſequence 
3 of 
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of his care for the preſervation of the 


Church, he has conſtituted an order of 


men to watch over its concerns—to main- 
tain its worſhip—to preach its doctrines— 


and to adminiſter its ſacraments. In theſe 


offices he is ever preſent with them, invi- 


gorating the outward means to the im- 


provement of inward piety, He is like- 


wiſe preſent with all its members, for- 


warding their endeavours in the way of 
ſalvation, To this end, he opens our un- 


derſtandings to ſee our duty, and influences 
our wills to put it in practice —he inftils 


into our minds good deſires, and ſuggef's 
to our reaſon the moſt powerful motives. 
He gives us ſtrength to reſiſt temptations, 
and grace to purify our affections—he 


{ſupports us with comfort in well-doing 


here, and aſſures us of happineſs for ſo 
doing hereafter. 


This 
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This he now does : : and this } 18 now ſuf- 


: ficient, If any thing be wanting, it is our 
own concurrence. For though ſanctifica- 


tion is the proper and genuine work of 


the Sprinrr, yet it is requiſite, that we 


ſhould comply with his motions to make 
them effectual. 


Let it therefore be our great care to at- 
tend with ſeriouſneſs to his ſuggeſtions, 


and to yield ourſelves with humility to his 


guidance. When any good thoughts ſpring 


up in our minds any good reſolutions 


are formed in our hearts, let us cheriſh 


them by devotion, improve them by re- 
flection, and at every opportunity bring 


them forth into life and action. If we are 


thus careful to improve theſe common 


graces of the Spirit which are now vouch- 
ſafed us, how far ſoever they may fall 
ſhort of thoſe which the Diſciples formerly 


1 enjoyed, 
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enjoyed, yet we mall find them fully ade- 


quate to all the neceſſities of our preſent 


condition ſufficient to carry us through 


the difficulties of our duty, and to bring 
us at laſt to eternal glory. Let us then 
thankfully acknowledge our dependance 
on Gop for theſe ineſtimable bleſſings; and 
apply to him with fervour for the con- 
tinuance of them; that ſo, by the inſpi- 
ration of the HoLy Se1RIT, we may always 
think thoſe things that be good, and by 
his merciful guiding may perform the ſame, 
through Jesvs CHRIS our Log. 
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JOHN xxi.— 22. 


Jesvs SAITH UNTO HIM, Ir I WILL THAT 


„„ HE TARRY TILL I COME, WHAT 18 THAT 


„„ TO THEE? FOLLOW THOU ME,” 


A T the fifteenth verſe of this Chapter 


we find our Saviour queſtioning St. Peter 


concerning the truth and ſincerity of that 


love and regard which he profeſſed to have 
1 Fl 


— 


K 


for his Lord and maſter ;—whether he was 
now determined, after thoſe repeated de- 
nials of him, to exhibit to the world a 
proof of his integrity by a ſtedfaſt adhe- 
rence to him and to his cauſe, When 
Peter anſwered that he was, if he knew 
his heart; and declared it thrice in confir- 
mation of his ſincerity; our Saviour told 
him, that, in conſequence thereof, he mult 
diligently attend to the office of his ſta- 
tion; and aſſiduouſſy feed the flock of 
CuRIsT, with the care of which he Was 
8 NOW intruſted. "The great motives to the 
vigorous performance of this duty, the 
great reward which he and the other Apol- 
tles would obtain, if they continued faith- 
ful, CunIsr bad elſewhere laid before them; 
all that he docs here is to ſupport the dit- 
fidence of St. Peter, and to encourage hin 
to go on in the aſſurance of his ſincerity : 
_ for he could now certify him, that his heart 


Was 
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was right and fixed; that, notwithſtanding | 
hjs faith had once failed him, he ſhould 

henceforth perſevere firm and conſtant to 
the end ; that he would boldly encounter 


every hardſhip in the way of his miniſtry; 


and at laſt lay down his life for the glory of 
Gon, and the truth of the Goſpel. Such 


was his duty; and ſuch was to be his fate. 


Now, St. Ho heard his own 
fate determined, and ſeeing the Diſciple 


whom Jesvs loved, his curioſity prompted | 


him to aſk his Maſter, how He intended to 


diſpoſe of Him. « Lox, ſays he, and 
„ what ſhall hs man do?” Or, what is 


to be his lot and deſtiny ? To this our Sa- 


viour replies in the words of the text, ** if 


* I will that he tarry till I come, what i 18 
6 Fat to thee ? ? Follow thou me.” 
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The anſwer, you may obſerve, is in no 
wiſe adapted to the queſtion: it is adapted 


however to a better purpoſe. The queſ. 
tion was a matter of mere curioſity in 


which 8 St. Peter had no concern, and there- 
fore deſerved no anſwer. The diſpoſition 
which moved him to make the enquiry 
was ſuch as ought to be checked, and 


therefore our Saviour, in his wiſdom and 


goodneſs, framed his reply accordingly. 
For the natural import of the anſwer isa 


plain reproof to his unneceſſary inquiſitive- 


neſs, prying into a ſubject which it was of 
no ule to him in the world to know; and 
an intimation, that the great and chief 
thing which ſhould engage his attention, 
was to prepare himſelf for the diſcharge of 


his own duty. 


This rebuke apt here to a Angle in- 


ſtance, meg Juſtly be extended to many 
more 
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more of a ſimilar nature. For many more 


| ſuch inſtances there are. Ye have our 


curioſity as well as the Apoſtle; and our 


curioſity, like his, often runs into unne- 


ceſſary points. How many ſpeculations 
are formed, and how many queſtions are 


agitated among Chriſtians, that have no 
regard to their real concern ? Specula- 


tions and queſtions that fall directly under 
the cenſure of my text. For to thoſe who 
are engaged in them it may very properly 
be ſaid : 5 Whether theſe things be Jo or ſo 
« what i 18 that to you ? they make no part 
« of your concern : attend to your own 


affairs; learn your duty, and fulfil it.” ; 
In this view! the words are of general uſe; 


and carry in them a warm admonition to 


all Chriſtians, not to in dulge needleſs cu- 
rioſity in the dark myſteries of the Goſpel; 


but to ſtudy and apply themſelves to thoſe 
praflical precepts which lead to holineſs 
and 
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and a good life. All things indeed con. 


tained in the Goſpel the doctrines as well 
as the precepts of it are ſubſervient to 
piety; and of conſequence ſhould be care- 


fully ſtudied. But the misfortune is, that, 
not content with what is written, we puſh 
our enquiries beyond Revelation ; and 
perplex ourſelves with abſtruſe matters 
which are too high for us; matters that 


we are not concerned to know, at leaſt in 


the degree we preſumptuouſly aim at, 


Now, to diſſuade men from ſo pervexſe a 
conduct, need we ſay any more than, what 
with truth may be ſaid, that moſt of thoſe 
myſterious points we have in ſearch, are 
ſurrounded with ſuch darkneſs, that we 
cannot, with all our endeavours, attain to 
the knowledge of them ? They lie far 
above, beyond the reach of our compre— 
henſion; ; and therefore inacceſſible to our 


preſent faculties. The myſteri ious union 
Th of 
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of the bleſſed Trinity; that of two natures 
in the perſon of CHRIS TH; the neceſſity of 


our Saviour? 8 incarnation and ſufferings ; ; 


the ſecret ceconomy of Providence; the 


method of divine grace; the ſtate of de- 
parted ſouls; and the particular nature of 
tnoſe rewards and puniſhments which 


await us in the other world: theſe, and 
| fuch points as theſe, we may perhaps wiſh | 


to know, and labour to diſcover. Yet all 


our wiſhes and labours will never carry us 
with any certainty beyond the limits of 


Revelation. The light from above is our 


only ſafe guide in theſe matters. So far 


as this leads, we go upon ſure ground ; 
but as ſoon as it forſakes us we are loſt and 
bewildered. Every diſcovery 1 we attempt 


further is mere gueſs-work ; gives no ſatiſ- 


faction, and is of no uſe. Would indeed : 


3 be of no uſe, though actually acquired. 
For theſe ſecret things belong not unto us; 


but 


— —— —— ͤ —̃—ÿ⁴. n 2 8 8 R by 2 
cur * — 5 7 * 2 nn ” « 


318 SERMON XV. | 


but unto the Lonp our Gop: and therefore 


it is, that they are kept ſecret. What re- 
lates to ourſelves, the things we are con- 
cerned to Believe and to do, are all clearly 
revealed, and lie level to the moſt common 


capacities. 


To inſtance firſt in what regards belief. 
Surely it requires no mighty depth for any 


man to convince himſelf, that what the 


Gon of truth has revealed, ſhould readily 


be embraced: that what he has expreſſed 


in the language of men, ſhould be taken 
and underſtood according to the meaning 
of that language; that if there are ſome 


things which exceed the powers of our 


reaſon, that they were deſigned to exerciſe 


our Faith: and that it is ſtill rational to 
believe them, as they come from Go, 
though we cannot thoroughly comprehend 
them. For the true and proper foundation 


of 
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of Faith is not the quality or clearneſs of 
the thing revealed; but the teſtimony and 
authority of the perſon who reveals it. 
Faith always implies obſcurity in its object. 
When a thing is clear, and perfectly known, 
it is no longer believed. For knowledge 
excludes belief and ſwallows it up, juſt in 
the ſame manner as fruition or enjoyment 
abſorbs hope. Theſe obſervations and ſen- 


timents naturally ariſe | in every conſiderate 
breaſt. And they who approach the 
Scriptures with theſe ſentiments and im- 
preſſions, will find no great difficulty in 
believing thoſe articles of faith which are 


there OY to them, 


They w ill find ftill leſs in what relates 


to practice; in aſſenting to the rules and 
precepts delivered. For the virtues they : 
enjoin are ſo conformable to our notions 
of Gop and goadneſs,, 10 agrecable to the 


dic- 
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dictates of our reaſon and conſcience, that, 


if we are free from the influence of preju- 

dice and paſſion, we cannot but approve 

them. If in conſequence of this approba- 

tion, we actually quit the road of vice, 

and direct our courſe in purſuit of vir- 

tue, we ſhall daily perceive | more clearly 

the wiſdom of the diſpenſation under 

which we live. For this 1s a certain truth, 

that the practice of Religion is a great 
| help to our more complete knowledge of 
it. It is fo, as it engages our attention to 
that which is good. It is ſo, as it keeps 

the mind candid and ſincere, and open to 

conviction. It is fo, as it entitles us to 
the bleſſing of Gop on our honeſt endea- 


vours, whoſe goodneſs will never ſuffer 
thoſe, who ſerve and ſeek him with their 
whole heart, to err for want of knowledge 
If they are diſpoſed to do his will, they 


| ſhall know of the doctrine, ſo much at 
4 | 3 leaſt. 


— * 


leaſt as is neceſſary to make them wile unto 
falvation. 


If this will not ſatisfy us, but our curi- 


oſity {till pants after Higher know! edge; 
and would fuin enter into the hidden 
myſteries of the Goſpel, then let me remind 
you further, of the abſolute unprofitable- 


neſs of ſuch enquiries. They can turn to 


no account. Suppoſe our Saviour had 1 in- 


formed St. peter what was to ecome of 


his beloved diſciple, how * -ould he have 


been the better for it, or what advantage 


could he have reaped from it? If ſuch 
| information could be of no ſervice in his 


caſe, what end I beſeech you, could be 


ſerved, or what benefit attained in ours, 


were we all admitted into a clear view of 


thoſe myſterious truths which are locked 


up from us? How would Religion then 
es Ee be 
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be in a better ſtate than it is at preſent, or 


ourſelves in a condition to be better men ? 


Under the preſent ſtate of Religion we 
are informed, and we underſtand, that 


there are three perſons jointly concerned 


in the work of our Redemption. The 
Father ordained the plan; the Son gra- 
ciouſly accompliſhed it; and the Holy Ghoſt 


enables us to fulfil thoſe conditions, which 
are requiſite to ſecure the benefits of it. We 


are moreover informed for our comfort, 
that each of them is equal to what he has 
aſſumed, becauſe each of them is Gon. 
But how theſe three perſons are but one 


Gor, we comprehend not. And did we 


comprehend it, how would that knowledge 
contribute to render us cither more grate- 
ful or more obedient, than we ought to be 


on the preſent ſyſtem! Our gratitude and | 


obedience are founded, not on the myſtery 


f 
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of the Trinity, which we may never know, 
but on the things that have been done for 
us, and are required of us. Theſe we know 
full well: and if we act and do according 
to theſe — happy are we. 


By the light at preſent afforded us we 
underſtand, that the Holy Se1rtr is ever 
ready to ſtrengthen our infirmities, and to 
help us forwards in our duty; and though 
we are not acquainted with the method of 
his operations, yet how can that either 
render his grace the leſs effectual, or our 
obſtinacy in reſiſting it the leſs ſinful ? 


In the ſame manner we underſtand, that 
there are great rewards appropriated to 
the righteous, and great puniſhments to 
the wicked, in another life; and though 
we know not the preciſe nature of theſe 
rewards and puniſhments what they are, 


1 or 
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or wherein they conſiſt—yet is it not ſuf. 


ficient in all reaſon to influence our con- 
duct, that we know, as we do know, that 


the one will make us extremely happy, and 


the other extremely miſerable *? 


What has been ſaid of theſe, may eaſily 


be applied to other points; and plainly 
ſhews, that the myſteries of Religion are 


no detriment or diſadvantage to it : ſhews 
indeed that they ſerve to ſupport its dig- 


nity and power. I appeal to every man's 
breaſt, whether we ſhould entertain the 
Tame awful impreſſions of the divine Ma. 
jeſty, if the perfections of his nature and 
the diſpenſations of his providence, were 
only ſuch as we could clearly ſee, and per- 


fectly account for. Whether it does not I 


heighten our notion, and raiſe the value 
of man's redemption, that it was effected 
in ſuch a miraculous manner—in a manner 
3 not 


not only beyond example, but even beyond 


our comprehenſion. Had theſe things 
been leſs ſublime we ſhould, it is true, 


have known them better; but the more 


you lower them, to bring them nearer to 


our capacities, the more you weaken the 


power of them upon our affections. And 


the leſs power they have on our affections, 
the leſs ſerviceable are they to the pur- 
poſes of religion. For it is the whole 


buſineſs of religion to influence our affec- 


tions; to make us ardent in our love to 
Gop, and zealous in our obedience to him. 
To this end Revelation, as it is, is excel- 
lently adapted. We are debarred from no 
knowledge that is requiſite to engage our 
piety and wonder, and yet have not ſo 
much as would deſtroy our reverence and 
lumility. Between the light and the 


darkneſs we are kept in a due poize: and 
ie have reaſon to conclude, that it would 


1:2 5 not 
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not have been better, probably not near | 
ſo well, if either more had been diſcovered 
to us, or more had been concealed from 
us. With this therefore we ought to be 


content: 


Eſpecially when we conſider further, 
that ſuch bold enquiries into hidden things 


are not only unprofitable, but dangerous t. 


too: of fatal con! ſequence, many times, er 
| to the perſons who make them; ; to others an 
| who are ſeduced and corrupted by them; MY |! 
| and to the cauſe of Religion in general. ne! 
| W 
| The perſons who purſue ſuch curious en 
| ſpeculations are themſelves great ſufferers A 
| the 


| by them; becauſe they take them off from 

== more uſeful ſubjects. We are ent into that 
the world, not ſo much to furniſh our I © 
heads with knowledge, as to improve our 


hearts in virtue. The knowledge of our 
| duty 
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duty, which is all we really want, lies in 
a ſmall compaſs, and by the help of Reve- 


lation is eaſily attained ; but the practice 
of it 1s fo difficult and extenſive, that it 


requires all our time and all our Pains to : 


carry us through it, and make us perfect 


in it. Our paſſions and ap petites are hard 
to be ſubdued. The attacks of tempta- 
tions are hard to be reſiſted. Much labour 


and diligence are neceſſary to raiſe us to 


any height in virtue: and when raiſed on 


high, nothing leſs than conſtant watchful- 


neſs can ſecure us from relapſing into vice. 


Was there then no other f inconvenience at- 


tending theſe airy diſquiſitions, than that 
they draw us aſide from our main buſineſs— 
the improvement of our lives yet ſurely 
| that alone is ſuſficient in conſcience to de- 
ter us from the purſuit of them. But our 
curioſity in this reſpect is productive of 
further miſchiefs. It tinctures the mind 
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very ſtrongly with various ſorts of vices, 


It puffs up, and fills us with pride. It 


renders us captious and aſſuming ; dot ag 
about queſtions and ſtrifes of we Je 


* whereof cometh envy, contention, rail. 


* ings, evil furmiſings and perverſc diſ 


„„ putings.” All which, as they are of in- 


finite ii conſequence to ourſelves ; fo are 


they matter of great {candal to others, who | 


will be induced thereby to think religion a 


thing of indiff-cence, and to ſhelter their 


vices under our diſputes. 


And can we poſſibly wrong Religion 


| more, than by turnin 8 it thus from a rule 
of life into a matter of ſcience? As if men 
were better or worſe in proportion to what 


they 4now, and not in proportion to what 


they do. But be your knowledge what it | 


will; can knowledge ſave you? It is, 
| like Faith without works, dead and inſig- 


nificant . 
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nificant. Happineſs depends on practice. 
For he only, who doth the will of Gop, 
has the promiſe of being rewarded by him. 
Know and believe ever ſo much of the 
doctrines of Religion, yet all your know- 
| ledge and belief, unleſs adorned by a good 
| life, will at laſt, like the faith of devils, 

ſerve but to make you fear and tremble. 


Let this then chock your inquiſitiveneſs 
into ſpeculative ſubjects, and fix your at- 
tention to thoſe that are practical. CHRIST 
has made you wiſe enough, and ſtrong 
enough, unto ſalvation. He has revealed 
what you ought to believe: He has told 
you what you ought to practiſe : And he 
gives you abilities to act accordingly. Study 
therefore the rules of your duty: preſs 
upon yourſelves the motives to it; and by 
the influence of thoſe motives endeavour 
earneſtly to accompliſh and fulfil it. 

Such 
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Such a diligent obſeryance of the plain 


preceptive parts of Chriſtianity will bring 


in to us immediately a vaſt and preſent 
profit a profit that will grow daily upon 
our hands, and fully reward us for our 
trouble. It will correct the depravity of 
our nature; reform our diſpoſitions ; Era- 

dicate our vices; and improve our virtues. 
It will operate to our own perfection, and 
the benefit of all around us. And Gop, 


who is a lover of men, thinks himſelf 


much better ſerved when we are uſeful 
and exemplary to the age we live in, than 

when we purſue the higheſt and moſt 
ſubtle ſpeculations. This is to follow 
CRISsTͤH; for he went about doing good; | 
and hath given us an example that we 
ſhould tread in bis ſteps. This Gop hath 
| ſhewed us to be our duty. For ad what 
« doth the LoxD require of us, but to do 


c. juſtly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
hum 
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% humbly before him.” Herein there- 
fore let us more particularly exerciſe our- 
ſelves. For after all our enquiries, we 
ſhall be forced at laſt to agree with Solo- 
mon in this concluſion—* That to fear 
* Gor, and keep his commandments is 
the whole concern of man.” The only 
thing that can give us comfort here—and 
the only thing that can make us HAPPY 
: hereafter, 
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| Tus OVERFLOWINGS OF UNGODLINESS MADE 


NME AFRAID. 


whether good or bad, has always been ob- 


ſerved to maintain a regular and exact cor- 


reſpondence with the moral conduct and 


character of its inhabitants. The nature of 


* This Sermon was preached upon a faſt- TRA during the 


| American war, 


things 


"9 batt condition of every ſtate, 
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things and the decree of Gop have ſo cloſe. 
ly connected them together, that the one 
is invariably determined by the other, 


«© When the people are righteous, the na- 
tion 1s exalted : when they become vicious, 


it is brought low.“ 


Upon this principle, confirmed to him 
by the experience of ages, the Royal Pro- 
phet, when he ſaw his ſubjects diſavowing 


their allegiance, and acting a wicked and 
rebellious part, could not help exprefling 
is fears of thoſe dreadful miſeries, which 
ſo impious a condu& was likely to bring 
both on the kingdom and themſelves. 


Such “ overflowings of ungodlineſs made 
him afraid.” And indeed well they might. 
For vices of every degree have always an 


ill effect on the public: and the higher 


they riſe, the more ruinous the conſe- 


quences. When! impiety therefore breaks its 
bounds, 
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bounds, and threatens to overflow the land ; 


all, who are expoſed to the fury of the inun- 


dation, have great reaſon to be afraid: have 
great reaſon to guard againſt their danger ; 

and to unite their endeavours for the com- 
mon ſafety, by checking and diverting its 
_ deſtructive courſe, 


That popular vices not only may, but 
actually did among ſeveral nations, riſe 


up to ſuch an enormous height, we are 


fully aſſured by the concurrent teſtimony 


of ancient hiſtories. What the cauſes were, 
that chiefly contributed to this notorious 


wickedneſs, we are not always told : nor 


does it concern us much to know. This, 


however, let us carefully remark, that the 
very ſame hiſtories, which give us an ac- 
count of the manifold vices thoſe nations 
practiſed, give us likewiſe as clear an ac- 
count of the manifold calamities they con- 


2 ſequently 
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ſequently ſuffered. And let this remar{ 
_ excite us, as it ought, ſeriouſly to reflect 


on our own conduct; and examine, how 


we are really circumſtanced in this re- 


ſpect. 


When we come to enter on this impor— 
tant examination, the following queſtion 


will naturally occur are we better than 


they ?” Better, doubtleſs, we ought to 


be, becauſe we enjoy greater advantages, 


The ſuperior excellency of our religion 


ſhould, in reafon, make us more excellent 
in our lives: and the mighty bleſſings we 
have been favoured with, ſhould have kept 
us ſteadfaſt in our religious obedience to 
that gracious Being, from whoſe liberal 


bounty they originally flowed. 


That Gob, who has ſhewed himſelf ſo 


peculiarly beneficent to us, ought, ſurely, 


to 
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to be adored by us, with peculiar reve- 


' rence, and holy zeal. But have we that 
awful veneration for Him, which his Ma- 


jeſty claims ?—that inward piety towards 
Him, which his goodneſs demands? Are 
we always careful to give Him the honour 


due unto his name; and to worſhip Him 


with holy worſhip ? Are we always at- 


tentive to what He commands and dili- 
gent in the obſervance of his righteous in- 


junctions? How comes his name then to 


be ſo commonly, and ſo wantonly pro- 


faned? How comes his ſanctuary then to 


be ſo little frequented ; to be indeed ſo 
forſaken, ſo deſolate, as it is? How come 


his laws then to be ſo ſlightly regarded, ſo 


preſumptuouſly deſpiſed, ſo daringly vio- 
lated, as we know they are? 


Theſe, alas! are manifeſt ſigns of the 


decay of piety ; woful indications of the 


Z 2 want. 


« ” SES E N 
. 1 2 — oo —R 2 
=D —̃ Ee dated ESE EIS 1 2 — - 7 


340 SERMON XVI. 
want of Religion. But when once Reli- 
gion and the fear of Gop are thus un- 

happily thrown aſide ; then will inevitably 
ſpring up in their ſtead diſorder, confu- 
ſion, and every evil work. This all the 
former ages experienced : and this we now 


experiencę Ourſelves. 


For, ever ſince we have learned to forget 
our God, and to neglect his religion and 
worſhip; with what ſhameleſs front have 
licentiouſneſs and debauchery, intempe- 
rance and luxury, been ſtalking through 
the land? Theſe arrogant vices ſoon in- 
troduced a kindred troop of others, as 
miniſtering ſervants to ſupply their de- 
' mands : Such are fraud and injuſtice, ra- 

pine and violence, cruelty and oppreſtion, 
treachery | and deceit, Behind theſe we 
may obſerve a confuſed group of leſſer 
vices, extremely injurious to the welfare of 


ſociety, 
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ſociety, as well as diſplcating to the purity 
of God : ſuch as falſehood and perfidiouſ- 


neſs, pride and envy, malice and revenge, 


ſlander and detraction, uncharitableneſs, 


ſelfiſnneſs, and diſcontent. 


View this picture, this portrait of the 


nation, and own it to be juſt : view the 


original, and be afraid. For with how great 


and reaſonable an apprehenſion muſt every 
ſerious man look on this ſtate of things, who 


conſiders the grievous and miſerable con- 


ſequences that muſt naturally attend it! 


It has ever been obſerved, that when 


profaneneſs and irreligion have prevailed 


among any people, all civil crimes have 


abounded likewiſe, to the great danger and 


detriment of the ſtate. And how k indeed 


ſhould it poſſibly be otherwite ? For when 


men once ceaſe to fear Gop,“ it cannot 


2 3 
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be expected, that they ſhould long con- 
tinue, either to love the brotherhood,” 
or to © honour the king.“ And when bro- 
therly love and mutual benevolence no 
longer ſubſiſt among them, what room is 
there left for good faith and mutual confi- 
dence? And when mutual confidence is 
deſtroyed, muſt not every one live in con- 
ſtant diſtruſt of every other; and think 
| himſelf obliged to be perpetually on his 
guard againſt their violence, or their de- 
ceit? But when the wild luſts and raging 
paſſions of corrupt nature are let looſe to 
their ſeveral purſuits, who knows from 
what quarter, or in what meaſure, inſults 
and injuries may fall upon him ? This 
only the good man knows, and this he 
ſincerely laments, that ſuch general diſ- 
orders, though they hurt him much, muſt. 
injure the community infinitely more : 
mult diſturb its peace, and deſtroy its har- 


mony: 


SERMON XVI. 343 


mony : muſt weaken its powers, and fruſ- 
trate its deſi gus: muſt ſubject its authority 
to be deſpiſed abroad, becauſe found to be 
fo little reſpected at home. 


When a nation comes to this paſs, how 
juſtifiable are our fears for its welfare, it we 
conſider only theſe deſtructive conſequences, 


which naturally reſult from its wickedneſs 


and corruption But how much higher 


f muſt our concern riſe, when we conſider it 


moreover, as expoſed to the vengeance of 
an offended Gop ? 


For, though every vice, is, by the 


eſtabliſhed laws of nature, conſtantly at- 


tended with ſome immediate puniſhment ;z 


yet theſe natural and ordinary penalties are 


not the whole that is always due and or- 


dained to our crimes. When they become 


8 4 general, 
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general, they become more malignant; 


and conſequently deſerve more ſignal in- 


flictions. Private ſins may ſafely be reſer- 


ved to the final doom; but it is highly ex- 


pedient on many accounts, that general 


and public fins ſhould meet with general 
and public puniſhment. And indeed, have 


they not always met with it? Look at the 


generations of old, and ſee; conſult the 


ages that are paſt, and obſerve ; whether 


any ſtate or kingdom, overrun with impi— 
ety, vice and immorality, was ever ſuffered 
to go unpuniſhed ? The chief accounts of 


former times, what are they, but ſo many 


declared inſtances of Gop's awful and aveng- 
ing power, exerciſed on ſinful and incor- 
rigible nations? For when they obſtinately 


perſiſted in evil courſes, and wickedneſs 


became prevalent among them, He took 


the government into his own hands, and, 


by the immediate interpoſition of his ſu- 


8 preme 
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preme authority, chaſtiſed them with vi- 
ſible and diſtinguiſhed | ſtrokes of reſent- 
ment. 


With what impreſſions of terrour then 
muſt every one, who believes in a Gop and 
a providence, behold himſelf in the midſt 
of a land, whoſe morals have for ſome time 
been extremely depraved ; and, notwith- 
| ſtanding repeated warnings, are continu- 
ally proceeding from bad to worſe? He 
knows, that the Lord, who hateth uy, | 
« will certainly viſit for theſe things :* 15 
and therefore his fears may juſtly be alarm- 


ed, leſt the ſame calamities ſhould be in- 


flicted on his own, as were formerly in- 
flicted, in the like caſe, on other corrupt 
and impenitent nations. 


After what manner the Almighty | may 
exert himſelf; or what evils we are to el- 
| timate 
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timate as immediate inſtances of his divine 
reſentment, we cannot preſume to ſay. 
But this however we may ſay with cer. 
tainty and this our preſent ſituation lead; 
us ſeriouſly to reflect upon—that, when 
any nation becomes remarkably corrupt 
; and immoral, it is one mode of divine pu- 
niſhment, firſt to divide it againſt itſelf; 
and then to make the divided powers mu. 
tual ſcourges to each other. Hear what 
the LORD lays by his Prophet to the fre · 
quently admoniſhed, but unrepenting, 
Egypt. « have mingled a perverſe ſpi- 
* rit in the midſt thereof. And I will {ct 
„the Egyptians againſt the Egyptians : 
„and they ſhall fight every one againſt his 
& brother, and every one againſt his neigh- 
% bour ; city againſt city ; and kingdom 
„ againſt kingdom: and Egypt ſhal! 
rat,” 


To whatever cauſe then we may be diſ- 


poſed in politics to attribute our diſſentions 


and national calamities in reaſon and yeli- 
gion it would be moſt prudent to aſcribe 


them to our accumulated national ſins: and | 


conſequently, to ſeek their removal by un- 


feigned national repentance. Jo ſuch re- 


pentance we are ſtrongly preſſed by vari- 


ous and weighty reaſons. It is one of the 
moſt effectual means to compole and allay 
our contentions : one of the moſt effectual 
means to relieve us from the evils we la- 
bour under: one of the moſt effectual 


means to reſtore to us our loſt happineſs. 


We have never yet gained any thing by our 


vices: by our repentince we may gain 


much. Our vices indeed we mult renounce, 
if we are duly ſenſible of their fatal tenden- 


cy. And yet, wholly inſenſible we can- 


not be. For the natural conſequences of 


Hur ſins, and the n peradded puniſhment 
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inflicted on them, have appeared plainly 


for ſome time—in the diſtreſſes and cala. 


mities of private life; and in the burdens, 


diſorders, and uneaſineſſes of the public: 


and now, in the additional increaſe that 


1s made to our enemies; and in the addi- 


tional expence we mult neceſſarily be at, to 


maintain ourſelves againſt their efforts. 


What ſucceſs we ſhall finally meet with 
in the courſe of this lengthened conteſt, He 
only knows, who knows all things. We 
may vainly boaſt, that we have ſtrength 
for the war : but our wildom would be, to 


ſecure inſtantly, His aid, in whoſe hands are 


the iſſues of it, by humble contrition and 


ſincere penitence. Then may we ſafely al- 


ſume confidence. For if we make „ the 


« Lord ou refuge and ſtrength, we thal! 


< be ſure to find him a very preſent help 


4 jn all our troubles.” 


Preſſcd, 
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Preſſed, as we are, by ſuch weighty con- 


ſiderations, let us accordingly endeavour 


to recall and revive the genuine ſpirit of 


true religion. Let us be careful to reve- 
rence Go, in his name, in his ſabbaths, in 


his ſanctuary. Let us uſe all diligence to 


reform our tempers, to correct our failures 


and to improve our virtues. Let us eſti- 
mate life, not as a ſcene of diſſipation and 


thoughtleſſneſs—not as a ſcene of pleaſure 


and amuſements—but; as what it really is, 


a ſtate of probation and trial ; where we 


mult neceſſarily perfect ourſelves in good- 


neſs, if we mean to ſecure either preſent 


comfort, or future peace and eternal hap- 
pineſs. 


Thus reaſon directs us to act: and here 
intereſt coincides with reaſon, and pleads 
for reformation with redoubled force. We 


are apt to complain, that the times are bad, 


and 
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and our proſpect gloomy. © Would we 
then ſee better times? Let us eſchew evi], 
and do good : let us ſeck peace, and enſue 
it. For the eyes of the Loxp are over the 
righteous; ; and his cars are open unto all 
their prayers: and no good thing will he 
ever withhold from them that lead a godly 
ne. 


If then we have any real concern for the 
welfare and proſperity of our country ; let 
us now prove it, not by our words, but by 
our actions: by concurring to ſtop the 
contagion of fin, and the overſpreading | 
deluge of inzquity : by making ourſelves 
exemplars of virtue, and promoters of every 
good. Every degree of virtuous improve— 
ment will contribute {ſomething to the be- 
nefit of the ſtate. The more perfect our 
amendment, the brighter will be our proſ- 
pect, and the greater our hope. And 


would 
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would but this national humiliation pro- 
duce, what 1s unqueſtionably meant it 
ſhould produce, a national reformation 


then might we boldly ſay in the language 
of the Prophets :— 


« Aſſociate yourſelves, O ye people, and 


ye ſhall be broken in pieces: take coun- 


« ſel together, and it ſhall come to nought: 


«* ſpeak the word, and it ſhall not ſtand : 


for Gop is with us. Sanctify therefore 
« the Lon of hoſts; and let him be your 

« fear : and let him be your dread : and be 
will be for a ſanctuary unto you, —For 
GO will ſave Sion, and build the cities 
« of Judah. The poſterity alſo of his 


« ſaints ſhall inherit it ; and they that love 
his name ſhall dwell therein. Their 
« children ſhall continue ; and their ſeed 
« ſhall be eſtabliſhed before him.“ Amen! 
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Creſpigney Mrs. Camberwell, 


Criſp Mrs. Stoke-Newington, 98 
Croft —, Eſq. Oporto. 2 copies. 


Crofts Miss. Bath. | 
Croſby Mr. Robert. St. John. Street. 


Croſby Robert, Eſq. Hoxton-Square. 
Croſby Mrs. Chatham-Place, 


Croſſe Richard, Eſq. 
Croughton William, Eſq. Camberwe!?. 


Croughton Mrs. Clapham. 


Crowther P. W. Eſq. Guildhall. 


Cumming Miſs. 


Currie Mark, Eſq. Bloomſbury. 
Currie Iſaac, Eſq. Cornhill. 


Curteis William, Eſq. Camberwell. 

Curtis Mr. Alderman. M. P. 2 copies. 

Curtis Timothy, Eſq. Hackney. 

ene EL MAL and Rathaldon-Cafte, Meath Bebit 
| Durham, 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, 
D. 


41 


Durham the Hon. and Rt, Rev. the Ld, Bp, of, 50 copies 
Ducie Lord, Dover-Street, Piccadilly, 

Dale Dr. Union-Court, Broad-Street, 

Dalton John, Eſq, Pitcombe, 

Dampier Rev, Dr. Dean of Rocheſter. 

Dampier Henry, Eſq, Sloomibyry-Squace, ! 
Daranda Mrs, Mary. Putney, | - a 109 
Daranda Mrs, Henrietta. ditto, y 


D'Aranda Rev, Peter, M. A, Vicar of Great Burſtead, i 
Eſſex. 


Darby John, Eſq, OOTY Heath, Hackney, 
Darell Edward, Eſq. - 

Darell Robert, Eſq, 

Dauncey Mrs. Hart-Street, Bloomſbury, 

' Davidſon Mrs, 6 copies, 

Davies Rev, Dr. Provoſt of Eton, ö 
Davies Mrs, Frances, 2 copies, | Ie p 
Dawe Hill, Efq. Ditchet, 

Dawſon Edward, Eſq. 

Dawſon Mrs, 
Dawſon William, Eſq. Ampebill, Bedfordſhire, | 
 Pawſon Mrs. ; 
Deacon Mr. James, 
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Dealtry Miſs, 2 copies. | | | 
Dearman Rev. Henry. Uxbridge, 10 o copies. | C | 
Delamars Mrs, Theobald's, Cheſhunt. 19 copies. 49 
Derby Mrs, : | PT 1 i 
De Viſme Philip Nathanael, Ela 5 copies 1 1 
De Viſme, Mrs, $1} 


De Viſme 


xii SUBSCRIBERS NAMES 


Ne Viſme —— Philip, Eſq. 

De Viſme Gerard, Eſq. 

De Viſme Miſs. 

De Viſme Miſs Louiſa. 

De Viſme Miſs Harriet. 

De Viſme Gerard, Eſq. Groſvenor-Square. 
Dewar Edward, Eſq. Clapham. 

Dewar Mrs. 

Dickerſon Mrs. Tottenham, 

Dickinſon John, Eſq. 

Dixon William, Eſq. 

Dixon Mrs. Eltham, 

Dixon Mr. Charles. Savage Gardens. 
Docwra Mr. Thomas. Ware 

Dodd Rev. —. ©. 

| Dolby Miſs, 

Dolignon Mrs. 

Donaldſon William, Eſq. 10 copies. | 
Dorrien George, Eg. Margaret Street, CavendiſhSquare, 
Dorſet Mrs. Brook-Street, _ 
Douglas Mr. 

Dove Rev. I. Ipſwich. 
Dowell Mr, 
Down Mrs, 
Downing Rev. Bladen, 

Downing Mr. Hackney. 
Powſe Henry- William, Eſq. Peckham, | 
Drane Mr. Thomas. Limehouſe. 

Draper Daniel, Efq. St. James? s-Street, 
 Dreaton , Eſq. Compton, Suſſex, 


. CEC 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Drewe William, Eſq. Spring- Garen. 
Dreyer Rev. I. D. Norwich. | 
 Dupha Mrs. Homerton. | 

__ Mr. Parnell Union- Street, Borough. 


E. 

Euſton Counteſs of. 
Ely the Hon. an Right. Rev. E. the Lord Biſhop 0 of, 
Eamonſon —, Eſq. Buſh-Hill. 
Eamonſon Mrs. ditto. 
Eaton Mr. Richard. Little Tower-Street. 
Edgar Mrs. Pall-Mall. 
Edwards Mr. Archdeacon. Cliro, Radnorſhire, 
Edwards Mr. John. Stratford. 

Egerton Rev. North- Mims. 
Ellice Rev. . Welwyn. 3 api. 

Elliot Mr. 

Ellis Miſs. Hoddeſdon. 
Ellis Thomas, Eſq. St. Margaret's Hill. 

Ellis Mr. Joſeph. Tooley-Street. 
Elwes - Eſq. Langham, Bury. 
Elwin Mr. 8 Edmonton. 
Enderby —, Eſq. 
Enderby C. Eſq. 
Enderby S. Eſq. 
Enderby G. Eſq. | 
Engliſh Mr. Iſaac. Edmonton. 
Evans George, Eſq. Baalam, Clapham. 
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xiv SUBSCRIBERS NAMES 


Evans George, Eſq. Borough. 

Evans Percival, Eſq. ditto. 

Evans Rev. Michael. Acton. 

Evans Mrs. — Ty-Mawr, Merionethſhire, 
Eveleigh Rev. Dr, Provoſt of Oriel College Oxford. 


2 copies, 

Ewer Mrs. John. Dover. 
Eyre Rev. Dr. Prebendary of Gloceſter, 
Eyre James, Eſq. St, Mary-Hill, 

Eyres Colonel. | 

Eyres Mrs, 


| F. 
Forreſter Lord. 
Fletcher Lady. Southampton- Street. 

Faget Mr. 25 

Falconer Mrs. Bath. „ — 7 
Farrer John, Eſq. | 


Farrington Mr. Fonlkes-Baildings 
_ Farrington Mis. 


Farrow Thomas, Eſq. Love Lane, 

Favence Mr. Abraham. Throgmorton-Street. 
Fector John Minet, Eiq. Dover. 

Felten Mrs. Hackney. 


Fenwick Mrs. Flint-Houſe, Greenwich. 


Fenwick John, Eſq. Milbank- Street, Weſtminſter, 
Field Mrs. Edward-Street. | 


Finch Rev. Dr. Prebendary of Weſtminſter. 5 
5 Bo „ 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. xy 


Finch Rev. Dr. Fellow of St. John's, Oxford. | 1 
Fiſher Mrs. Park-Street, Weſtminſter. 5 copies. nh 
Fiſher Mrs. Bedford-Square. 9 1 
Forbes Rev. John, B. D. Fellow of St. John” S, Oxford. 0 
Forreſt Mrs. Worceſter. | 

Forſteen William, Eſq. Lime-Street-Square. 

Foſter Mrs. Richmond. 

Foſter Mr. Edward. Walthamſtow, 

Foſter Mr. 

Fofter Mr. Thomas. Clement” s-Lane. 


Fothergill Rev. Dr. late Provoſt of Queen's College Ox. 
Foy Mrs. 

— FR - 

| Frankland Mrs. Chicheſter. 

Franklin Mr. Dartford. 

Franks Mr. W. Clapham. 


Free Rev. E. D. B. D. Fellow of St. john 8, | Oxford. 
Freeman John Eſq. Letton, Herefordſhire. 

Freeman Miſs. Twickenham. 

French J. B. Eſc. 


| Frewin Richard Eſq. Great George- Street, \ Weſtminſter. | 
Frith Rev. C. Kentiſh Town. 


Fryer Mr. Taplow. 


8 : 


Gordon Lady Louiſa. 
| Gloceſter the Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of. 


Gamon Sir Richard, Bart. M. g. Minchendea Houſe: 
4M copies. | 


| Grey 


Gibbs 
Giles Daniel, Eſq. Spital- os 2 copies. 


\ 

\ 
: 

| 
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. 
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xVi SUBSCRIBERS ? NAMES. 


Grey Sir Henry, Bart. 

Gabriel Rev. Dr. Recor of Harlington and Hanworth, 
_ Middleſex, Ft 

Galbie John, Eſq. Spital-Square. 

Gardiner Henry, Eſq. Wandſworth. 

Gardiner Mrs. 


Garrett Miſs. Stoke-Newington. 
SGarrow William, Eiq. Warwick-Court, Holborn. 


Gaſkin Rev. Dr. Rector of St. Bene't, nnen 
Gates Miſs. Edmonton. 


Gearing E. A. Miſs. Mile. End, Old-Town. 


Gec Oſgood, Eſq. Lower Seymour Street. 
Gellibrand Rev. J. Edmonton. 

Gentleman A. 

Gentleman A. 

Eſq. 


Gillibrand Thomas, Eſq. Weſt-Ham. 
Glynn Dr. Fellow of King's College, Cambridge. 


Godfrey Mrs. Shaftſbury-Houſe, Kenſington. 


Golding Henry, Eſq. Borough, 


_ Goldſmid Benjamin, Eſq. 
SGoldſmid Mrs. Jeiley. 

_ Goldfinid Abrabain, Eq. 
Goldſmid Aſher, Eg. 


Gomond Richard, Efq. Bath. 2 copies. 
Goodwin Mrs. —— Powick, near Worceſter. 


Gooch Rev. Dr. Prebendary of Ely. 
| Gordon Alexander, Eſq. Lime- Street. 
 Gollim George, Eſq. Bedford-Square. 


Solling 


$UBSCRIBERS NAMES wil 


Goſling J. Eſq. 

Golling Francis, Eſq. 
GSGeoſſet Rev. Dr. F. R. S. 
Gough Richard Eſq. Enfield. 5 copies. 
Gough Mrs. Enfield. 
Gowland Thomas, Eſq. 
Graham James, Eſq. Lincoln's-Inn. 2 copies. 
Gray John, Eſq. Winchmore-Hill. 
Gray John, Eſq. Crauſley. TT 
Gray Richard, Eſq. Gower-Street, Bedford-Square, 
Greene Mrs. Norwich, 
Greenland ——, Eſq. Carſhalton. 
Greenland Miſs. ditto. | 
Grenſide John, Eq. Broad Street. 6 copies. 
Grenwollers C. G. Eſq. Took Court. 
Griffith Rev. Griffith. M. A. 
Guillemard Iſaac, Eſq. Tottenham. 
Gundry ——, Eſq. Richmond. 
Dy Mrs. Me. 


Howard Lady. New-B n Street. 

Harley Right Hon. Alderman. 

Hume Sir Abraham, Bart. Hill-Street, * Square, 
H. F. Mrs. © 

; Hackney Reading 1 10 copies. 

Hogg 3 Rev, ——,. Prebendary of Durbam. 

Hahn „Eſq. Wandſworth: 


Hale Mr. Grenille-Stre Heton-Gardka. 
Hale Mrs, 
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xyiil SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 
Hall Mr. LL.B. Wadham College, Oxford. 
Ham Mr, Spital-Square. 
Hamilton Capt. 
Hammond Mr. Thomas. Edmonton. 
Hand Mr. Archdeacon. 
Hankey Robert, Eſq. 2 copies, 
Hankey Mrs. 2 copies. 
| Hankey Auguſtus, Eſq. 
| Hanſen Mrs. Hackney. 
| Hardy Mrs. Enfield. 
Hardy Rev. Richard. Fellow of Einancel, Cambridge. 
Hare Rev. Robert. Hertſmonceaux- Park, Suſſex. 
; Harman John, Eſq. Frederick's-Place. 
| Harman Jeremiah, Eq. Finſbury-Square. 
Harmer Robert, Eſq. ; | 
Harper Charles, Eſq. Poultry. : 
Harris Mrs. Creſcent, Bath. 
Harris Quarles, Eſq. Cratched-Friars. 19 copies 
Harris I. Eſq. Twyford. 
Harris Nathanael, Eſq. Peckham. 
Harriſon Andrews, Eſq. Somerſet- Street, Portman-Square. 
Harriſon Mr. I. Tooley-Street. 
Harriſon Miſs, Bath. * | 
Hartwell Capt. F. I. Commiſſioner of theVictualling- Of. 
Haſe Mr. Robert. Clerkenwell. 
Hatch James, Eſq. 5 copies. 
- Hatſell James, Eſq. 
Hatt Rev. Andrew. Aldgate, 
Harvey Rev. Thomas. Realeaf, Kent. 
Harvey Mrs —lckwell, Bury, ET 
Hawkins 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. xix_ 


Hawkins Samuel, Eſq. 

Hazard John, Eſq. | 

Hazier Mrs. Turnham-Green. 

\ Heathcote I. E. Eſq. Bath. 3 copies. 

_ Heathcote Mrs. A. ditto. 3 copies. 

Heberden Dr. Pall-Mall. 5 copies. 
Heddington Mr. William Clement, Spitalfields, 

Hencock Mrs. Hamſtead-Heath. 

Henſhall Miſs. Camberyell, 

Henſhaw Robert, Eſq. 

Henſhaw Mrs. 

Hetherington ——. Eſq. Buckingham- Street. 

Hetherington Mrs. Blackfriars-Road. 
Hewghs Mrs. Great George- Street, Weſtminſter, 
Hey Rev. Dr. Prebendary of Rocheſter. 
Heyman Henry, Eſq. Lincolns-Inn Fields. 


Heyman Henry, Jun. Eſq. Cateaton-Street. 


Hickes Mrs. Oxford. 

Hicks I. W. Eſq. Bath. 

Hicks John, Eſq. Chriſt-Church, Oxford. 

Hill Mrs. Newman- Street. 

Hingſten Mr. John, Cheapſide. 4 
Hippuff C. Eſq. Birchin-Lane. | 
Hoar George, Eſq. Tower of London. 2 copies. 
Hoare Rev, Dr. Principal of Jeſus Col. Oxtord 2copies. 
Hoare Mrs, 

Hobhouſe Henry, Eſq. Hatpſden Houſe, 

Hockley Mrs. Blackland's-Houſe, Chelſea. 


| Holden Rev. John. Fellow of Sidney College Cambridge. 


Hollingſworth Rev. Nathanael. St. John's College Oxford. 
Holloway Miſs. Cornhill. . 
| Holmes 
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„X SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, 


Holmes Joſeph, Eſq. Edmonton. 5 copies. 


Holmes Thomas, Eſq. Clapham. 
Holmes William, Eſq. Weſtcomb-Park. 


Holmes Mrs. I 


Holmes William, Eſq. 

Hopkins , Eſq. | 

Hornby Mr. William. Eirkhaw. 

Horsfall Mrs. 

Howard Mr. Church- Street, Weſtminſter. 

Howell Rev. John, Vicar of Llanarth, Cardiganſhire, 
Howitt Mrs. Southgate, 

Hucks =——, Efq. 


Hudſon ———, Eſq, 


Hudſon Mr, Tottenham, 


Hughes Rev. Thomas. Prebendary & Weſtminſter, 


Hughes Rev. Dr. Fellow of Jeſus College, Oxford. 
Hughes Henry, Eſq. 

Humphrey Mrs. Wellingborough, Northamptonſhire. 
Humphreys Mrs. Agnes. Conſtitution-Row, St. Pancras, 
Hunt John, Eſq, Coſcombe, 

Hunt Mr. Joſeph. 

Hunter Rev. ——, Chriſt Church, Cambridge. 


Hunter Mrs. Gcwer- Street. 


Hunter D. Eſq, Blackheath, 

Hurry Francis, Eſq. Clapton. 
Hutchins Mr. Charles. Bowes-Farm. 

Huxley Mrs. Edmonton. 

Hyatt William, Eſq. Shepton-Mallet, 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, xt 

| Eſq. Cher . j 
Inglis James, Eſq. Mark-Lane. 5 copies. 9 f 
Ingram Mrs. John- Street, Bedford-Row. bl 
Irving Mr. W. New-Bond-Street, | 
| James Lady. Upper-Wimpole-Street. | 2 | 
Jackſon Rev. Dr. Canon Reſidentiary of St. Paul 8. 2 CO. we 


Jackſon James Francis Eſq. 3 copies. 
Jackſon TR Eſq· Camberwell- Terrace. 
Jackſon CCC 
Jacobs —. Eſq. Brook- Houſe, Clapton. 
James Mr. Elfted, 
Jarvis Captain. 
Jeffery George, Eſq. Pee 6 copies. 
Jefferys Nathanael, Eſq. M. P. Clarges-Street. 
Jeffreys Rev. Dr. Canon Reſidentiary of St. Pauls, 
Jeffreys Mrs. —. Bath. 2 copies. 
Jekyll Mrs, ditto. | 
Jenkins William, Eſq. Shepton- Mallet. 
Jenkyns Rev. John. Evercreech. 
Jennings Mr. Fenchurch-Street. 
Jennings Mrs. ditto, 
 Jeflopp John, Eſq. Waltham Abbey. 

Johnſon Godſchall, Eſq. Fetney-HulL 2 copies. 
. — Elq 
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Kemp Richard, Eſq, 


xxii SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Johnſon Mr. Tottenham. 


Jones Rev. Owen. Glynn, Merionethſhire. 
Jones Mrs. Ann. Bath. 5 copies. 


Jones Richard, Eſq. Took's-Court, Chancery-Lane. 
Jones Rev.. Cambridge. 
Jones Mr. 


Jones Mr. E. K. Mark-Line. 
Jones Mrs. ditto. 


Jones Mr. John. Holborn-Hill. 


Jones Mr. W. A. ditto. 


Jones Mr. Robert, Edmonton. 


Jones Mr, Henry. Manfion-Houſe Street. 2 copies. 
Jourdain Major. Upper-Harley-Street. 


Jourdain George, Eſq. Spital-Square, 


Jourdain John, Eſq, ditto. 


Jourdain Mrs. ditto. 5 
Jourdain A. Eſq. Great· George · Street. 
Jourdain Mrs. ditto. 
K. 


Kallet Henry, Eſq. Ruſſel-Street, Covent Garden. 
Kaye Mrs. Saville-Row. 
Kearton Mrs, Highgate. 

Kedington Rev. Robert. Rougham-Hall, Suffolk, 
Keeling John Eſq. Tottenham, | 


__ Kelham Mis, 


Kemble Thomas, Eſq. 


Kendall 


SUB SCRIBERS NAMES: xxiü 


Kendall Edwizd, Eſq. Liangaddock. 
Kennett Mrs. Great 8 
Kent Mr. Mark-Lane. 

Kent Mrs. ditto. 


Kerrich Rev. ——. Magdalen College Cambridge 
Kettilby Rev. Dr. Rector of St. Bartholomew the o_ 
King Captain. America-Square. | 

King Mrs. John- Street, Bedford-Row. 
Einlefide Rev. William. 

Kirkman Mrs. Sarum. 2 copies. 


Knapp William Jerome, Eſq. Harpur-Street, Red Lion - 
_ Square. | 


Knill Mr. John. Grays- Inn e 

Knottesford Rev. Francis Fortiſcue. Tottenham. 
Knowlys Mr. Edmonton. 

Knowlys Mrs. ditto. 

_ Knowlys Newman, Eſq. Temple. 

Knowlys Mr. T. Stockwell. 

Kymer John, Eq. 


* 


. 
London the Right Rev. the Lord Biſhop of. 5 copies. 


Litchfield and Coventry the Hon. and Rt. Rev. the 


Lord Biſhop of. 2 copies. 
Lake Sir James Winter, Bart. Edmonton. 
Lake Lady ditto. 
Lady A. 8 
Lady A. Edmonton. TR 
Lambert 
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Xx1v SUBSCR [ BERS NAMES, 
Lambert Mr. Daniel. St. Martin's Lane, Cannon-Street, 


Lambert Miſs. Lamb's-Conduit-Street. 


Lancaſter Thomas, Eſq. Old-Jewry. 

Landon William Eſq. Cheſhunt. 

Landon Rev. Charles. Fellow of ny Coll. Camb, 
Landon Miſs. Cheſhunt. 

Landon Mr. John. ditto. 


Lane George Eſq. Loman's Pond, 
Lang Robert, Efq. Finſbury-Square. 
Langley Mrs. Gloceſter-Street, Queen-Square. 
| Langton Mr. Zechariah, Biead-Street. 
Laprimaudaye Rev. Charles. Auſtin-Friars. 
Latham Mrs. Eltham. 1185 


Law Rev. Dr. Archdeacon of Rocheſter. 
Law Edward, Eſq. Bloomſbury- Square. 


Law Mrs. 
Laawford Mr. Samuel. Peckham, 


Lawford Mr. Thomas. Gracechurch- Semis... 
Lawman Major. 


Lawrence Mr. Richard. Camberwell. 


Lawrence Mrs. 
Lawrie P. Eſq. 3 Hill. 


Lawrie Robert Eſq. Lincoln. | 
_ Lawrie Mr. I. D. City- Chambers. 
| Lawſon Rev. George. M. A. Trinity College, D 


Lawton Mr. 


Lax Rev. Mr. Profeſſor Trinity Coll. Cam. 10 copies. 


Leachman Mrs. Hoddeſdon, Herts. 
Lee R. Eſq. Highbury-Place. 
Lee R. Jun. Eſq. Old-Broad- Street. 


SUBSCRIBERSNAMES, xx 
Lee William, Eſq. 
Lee Mrs, 
Lee Mr. Launcelot. Fellow of New-College, Oxford. | 
Lee George, Eſq. Ilford. 
Lee James, Eſq. 
Leeds Joſeph, Eſq. 2 copies. 
Legrew Mr. Edmonton. 
Legrew Rev. James. M. A. St. John' $, Cambridge. 
Leigh Mrs, Elizabeth. 
Leir Rev. Paul. Ditchet. 
Leitch Lewis, Eſq. Lambeth-Terrace, 
| Leitch Capt. Alexander. ditto. 
Lenthal Mrs. —. Priory, Burford, 
Lermitte Mr. Thomas. Aldgate. 
Le Souef Mr. John. Spital- Square. 
L'Eſtrange Mrs. Norwich. 
Lettſom Dr. Grove-Hill, . 5 copies, 
Lewis Rev. David. 
Lewis Thomas, Eſq. Palmer's- Green. 
Leyborne Mrs. Weſtwell-Houſe, Burford- 
Liſle Mrs. Bath. 3 copies. 
Livie Robert, Eſq. Broad-Street Buildings. 
Lloyd Rev. John. LL. B. Rector of St. Dunſtan- 5, Eat, 
Lloyd Mrs. —. Chicheſter, | 
Lloyd Miſs. 
Longe Rev. Dr. Rector of Chelsficld, Kent, 


Lubbock John, Eſq. Manfion-Houſe- Street. 
Lyde Mrs. Bath. 


Lynes Mrs. Clapton. 
Lyon Lawrence, Efq. 
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.xxyi SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Lyſons Daniel, M. D. Bath. 
Lyſons Rev. Daniel. Putney. 
| Lyſons Mrs. Sarah. Hempſtead, Gloceſter. 


M. 


Middleton Lady Vifſcounteſs, 

Martin Lady Dowager. | 
Martin Sir Henry, Bart. Weymouth-Street. 
Martin Lady. 4 copies. 
Mac' George ——, Eſq. Bond- street. 
Mac' George Mrs. 

Machay Mr. Turnham-Green. 

Mackenzie James, Eſq. New-Broad- Street. 
Madden James, Eſq. Fulham. a 
Maddiſon John, Eſq. Charing-Crofs. 
Makay Eric, Eſq. Baſinghall- Street. 
Malden James, Eſq. Putney. 
Malden Jonas, Eſq. 

Mallard Richard, Eſq. 

Malliet Mrs. Gerrard- Street, 

Mann Rev. Thomas, | 
Manning Mrs. Totteridge. 


Marlow Rev. Dr. Preſident of St. John's, Oxford. 


Marratt Webb, Eſq. 
Marriott Rev. R. 
Martin Mrs. 


. White-Knights. 


Maſcall Miſs. Mansfield-Street, Goodman's-Fields. 
Maſon Edward, Eq. Stewart- Street, Spital- Fields. 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. xxv 


Maſters Mr. Edxioaton, 


Matthews James, Eſq. Jeſus-College, Oxford, 
Maule Rev. John. Royal-Hoſpital, Greenwich, 
Mayaffre Miſs. Percy-Street. 


Mavo Rev. Dr. Rector of St. George 85 Faſt, 
Mayo Mrs, 


Mayo Rev. Mr. Profeſſor, Fellow of St, John? 85 Oxtord, 


Mayo Miſs. 
Mayo Miſs Jane. 


Mayo Mr. Cnarles. Nicholas-Lane, Lombard-Street. 
Meakham Rev. W. B. Bath. 


Melliſh William, Eſq. M. P. aud Family Biſhopſgate- 


Street. 19 copies. 

Melliſh Peter, Eſq. 

Mello Arn. Eſq. Clapham. 

Meilo Abraham, Eſq. Highbury, 

Menet Francis Eſq. Southgate. 

Merle Mr. ay 

Merrick Mr. 

Merrick Mrs. 

Meſman Daniel Eſq. Spital- Square. 

Meſman Mrs. 

Metcalf Joſeph, Eſq. Clapham. 

Methold Rev. Thomas. Rector of Stoneham, Suffolk. 
Meyrick Mrs. Ann. Great George-Stre:t, Weſtminſter. 


Middleton Robert Eſq. Caroline-Street, Bedford- Square, 


Middleton Mrs. Town-Hill, Hants. 


Miller Rev. Combe. Dean of Chicheſter. 
Milligan Richard, Eſq. 


Mills Thomas, Eſq Grove-Houſe, Streatham, 50 copies. 
2 2 Mills 
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xxviii SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, 


Mills Mrs. 


Minſhull Edward Eſq. Milbank- Street, Weſtminſter 
Mitchell David, Eſq. 


Mitchell Mrs. Wimpole-Street, Cavendifh-Square. 
Mocher Mrs. Enfield. 


Mohringk Thomas George Eſq, Tottenham. 


Monck Mr. Bath, 
Monk Miſs. Edmonton. 
Monk Miſs E. . 
Monkland Mr. Bath. 
Monkland Mrs. ditto. 


Monoux Rev. P. Rector of Sandy. 


Moore Rev. Thomas. Rector of North-Cray. 


Moore Rev. Charles. Vicar of Boughton-Blean, Kent. 


Moore Frank, Eſq. North Church, Herts. 


Moore John, Eſq. Bath. 
Morres —, Eſq. 
Morris Rev. T. R. Bath. 


Morriſoa General. Hammerſmith. 


Morriſon Mrs. ditto. 
Morriſon Miſs. ditto. 

Morton Mrs. Lower-Groſvenor-Street. 
Mofs Mis. near Southampton. 
Mourier I. Eſq. Finſbury- — 
Murriſon Mrs, Bath. 


Muſgrave Rev. William, LL. D. Fellow of St. John's, 


Oxford. 5 copies. 
Myddleton William, Eſq. 


Myers Rev, John. Wiley, n near Godalmin. 


N. Nor the 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. xxix 
N. 
Northampton Counteſs Dowager of. Richmond. 
Neave Sir Richard, Bart. | 
| Neave Lady. 
Nanſon Mr, William. Bridge-Street Black-Friars. 
Naſh , Eſq. 
Naſſau , Eſq. Oporto. 2 > copies. 
Neale John, Eſq. | 
Nepean Evean, Eſq. 8 ro the Admiralty. 
Newbon Rev. Richard, Vicar of Enfield. 
Newland Abraham, Eſq. Bank. 5 copies. 
Newman Miſs. Great-Quebec Street, Portman-Square 
Newnbey ——, Eſq. 
Newton Rev. Mr. Enfield. 
Nichols Mr. Deputy. 
Nicholl George, Eſq. 
Nixon John, Eſq. Cateaton-Street. 3 copies. 
Noble Robert, Eſq. 
Norris Mr. 
North —, Eſq. | 
North Mrs. New-Bridge-Street, 'Black-Friars. 
North Rev. . Aſhdon, 
| Northage Mr. William, 
_ Nunn William, Efq. Tooting. 
Nutt Joſeph, Eſq. Broad-Street, 


Orford 


Ord Colonel. 2 copies. 
Ord Mrs. 


xxx SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


O. 
Orford Earl of. 
Oxford the Right Rev. the Lad Biſhop of. 


Ongley Lord. Old-Warden, Biggleſwade. 


Ongley Hon. 8. ö ditto. 
Ogle George, Eſq. 


Ogle Rev. George. | 


Oldham James, Eſq. Edmonton. 2 copies. 
Olier Mrs. Bloomſbury-Square 


Olivier Rev. Rector of Clifton, Bedfordſhire. 


Olivier Mrs. Biggleſwade. 


Ommanney Edward, Eſq. Bloomſbury-Square: 
Ommanney Mrs. 


Owen Mrs. Smythe, 


Oven Dr. Llwyndu. Merionethſhire. 
Owen Rev. G. Rector of Llanenddwyn. ditto. 


. 


Peachey Lady. Wimpole- Street. 


Puſey Hon. Philip. FO es Berks, 2 e 
Page „ Eſq. Bath. 

Page ——, Eſq. ns, me 

Palmer Thomas, Eſq: Carſhalton. 10 copies. 
Palmer Mrs. 


Palmer Mr. Archdale. 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. Xxx 4 

Palmer Mr. William, | —_— | 
Palmer Rev. Thomas, M. A. st. John's, Oxford. 1 We 
Palmer William, Eſq. Naſing. : 1 | 
Palmer I. F. Efq. Worceſter-College, Oxford. N 3 
Palmer Mrs. ——. Richmond. 0] 
Pardon John, Eſq. Southwark \ 
Paris Mrs. Wanſtead. 
Parker Samuel. Eſq. South-Lambetb. 
Parker ——, Eſq. | | l 
Parker Mr. James. Southgate, | | | 

' Parkinſon Dr. Cambridge. | TN 
Parkinſon Mrs. 1 
Parnell Mr. Hugh. Spitalfields. 
Paroiſſien Rev. ——, Hackney. 

| Parry Rev. Warden of Ruthyn. . | | 4 
Parry Rev. ——, Rector of Llanabar. | : 1 N 
Parry —, Eſq. | 5 1 
Parry Mr. 1 | 


| Parſons Rev.. Fellow of Baliol College, Oxford. 
Paſley John, Eſq. Coneyhatch. " 
Paterſon G. Eſq. Clapton. „„ go '8 
Paterſon John, Eſq. John-Street, Minories. 7 
Patten Jonathan, Eſq. John-Street, Adelphi. | |; 
Paulham Mrs. | 1 


Peacock Mr. William, Saliſbury-Court, Fleet- Street. l 
| Pearſe Rev.. Rector of Nutfield, Oxfordſhire. | 
Pearſon Wilſon, Eſq. Bridekirk, Cumberland. 
Peatlett William, Eſq. 8 | 
Peck Mrs. Bath. | | il 
Peck Miſs. ditto. | [ 
8 Pemberton il 
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xxxli SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Pemberton Rev. Jeremiah. Cambridge. 
Penchback William, Eſq. 
Penn Mr. StokgsNewington, 
Penoyer, T. S. Eſq. 
Pepper John, Eſq. 
Perrott John, Efq. DO: 
Perry —, Eſq. Oporto. 2 copies, 
Peters George, Eſq. Old Bethlem. 
Petley Mrs. Riverhead, 
Phillips Mr. James. Tower. Street. 
Phyn James, Eſq. Mark-Lane. 5 copies. 
Pickard Miſs. Colcheſter. 
Pindar George, Eſq. — 
Pinder Rev. 
Pingo Miſs. ae 
Pitt Rev. L. K. 
Pitt Mrs. Mortlake. 
Platel James, Eſq. Lincoln's-Inn. 
Platt Rev. Charles. Fellow of Queen 8, Cambridge, 
Platt John, Eſq. Broad- Street. | 
Platt Mrs. Ann. ditto, 2 copies. 
Plummer ——, Eſq. Peckham. 
Polhill Robert, Eſq. Parliament-Street. 
Pope Rev. ——, Fellow of St. ye s, Oxford. 
Pope Mrs, ——. 
Pope Miſs. Great G dert e 
Poſtlethwaite Rev. Dr. Maſter of Trinity, Camb. 
Potter Mr. Charing-Croſs. 
Powell Thomas, Eſq, Tottenham. 10 copies. 
Powell Mrs. ditto, 10 copies 
Powell 
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Powell James, Eſq. Clapton. 
Powell Miſs. Homerton. 
Powell F. Clark, Etqz ditto; 


Powell David, jun. Eſq. ditto: 


Powell Walter, Eſq. Tooting. 
Powell ——, Eſq. Cheam. 
Prager Mr. 
Pratt Rev. . Vicar of Orpington. 
Preſt Mr. William. Lewiſham. 
Freſtwidge Mr. John. Minting-Lane. 
Price Rev. Dr. Prebendary of Durbam. 
Price William, Eſq. Vice-Chamberlain to the Queen. 
Prince Mr. Joſeph. Borough. 
Proſſer Rev. Dr, —. 2 copies. 
Provis William, Eſq. Bath. 5 copies. 
Provis Mrs. 2 copies. 
Pryſe Rev. John. Trawsfynydd. 
Pugh Rev. H. Rector of Hutton, Eſſex. 
Pugh, D. H. Eſq: 
Pugh Mrs. Garthmaelan, North Wales, 
Pugh Howel, Eſq. Dolgelly. 
Pybus Charles Small, Efg. M. P. 


R. 


Rocheſter the Ri ght. Rer. the Lord. Biſhop of. 2 copies. 
Rocheſter the Rev. the Dean and Chapiter of. 
Rawlinſon Sir Walter. 
Raikes Charles, Eſq. 2 copies. 

. . 
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xxxiv SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Raikes William, Eſq. 

| Raikes Mrs. William. 
Raikes Thomas, Eſq. 

| Rajkes Mrs. Thomas. 
Raikes W. M. Eſq. 
Raikes I. M. Eſq. 

Ranking Mr. G. Hampſtead. 
Raſch Mr. John- Peter. T okenhouſe- Yard. 
Rayer William, Eſq. 
Read William, Eſq, Peckham. 
Readſhaw Rev. Caleb. Richmond, Yorkſhire, 
Reed Gilfred Lawſon, Eſq. Hackney. | 
Reed Wilford, Eſq. Lower. Thames. Street. 
Reeves Mrs. Ipſwich. | 
Reid Andrew, Eſq. | 
Reid Mr. 'T. Coleman- .Street-Buildings. 
Relph Mrs, Mail-Lane, 
Revet Rev. Thomas. ReQor of Marsfield, Suffex. 
Reynolds Mrs. Clophill. 
Rhodes Miſs. Hoxton. | 

 Rhudde Rev. Dr. Rector of Eaſt- Bergholt, Suff. 10 cop. 
Richardley John, Eſq. Walworth. 
Richards Miſs. Bath. _ 
Richards Rev. ——. Fellow of Oriel College, Oxford. 
Richardſon Rev. Benet College, Cambridge. 
Richardſon R. Efq. = 
Richardſon Thomas, Eſq. 
Rigg Miſs. Briſtol. 
Rivington Mr. Charles. St, Paul's Church-Yard. 

| Roberts Rev. =——, Archdeacon of Merioneth. 


Robert 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. xxxv 


Roberts Rev. Dr. High- Maſter of St. Paul's Schodl, 
Roberts Miſs. Eaſt-Bergholt. 

Roberts Miſs. Edmonton. 2 copies. 
Roberts Thomas,, Eſq. Lambs-Conduit- Street, 
Robinſon Commodore. 

Robinſon Rev. John. M.A, Rector of Ccickſea, Eſſex | 
Robinſon Mrs. Edmonton, 

Robinſon Miſs, ditto, 

Rodbard Samuel, Eſq. Evercreech, 5 copies. 

Roebuck John, Eſq. 

| Rogens John, Eſq. e e 

Rogers Mr. Robert. Edmonton. 
Ronde au Mr, James. 
Roper John, Eſq. Manſel- Street. 
Roſe Rev, John. Rector of St. Martin Outwitch. 
Roſe George, Eſq. Stratford. 

Roſs Mrs, Norwich. 


'8 


Rouſe Rey. Ezekiel. Vicar of Clophill and Polluxhill 


Bedfordſhire, 

Row - „ Eſq. Tottenham- Green. 
Rowlett W. Eſq. St. Helens. 

Royd Mrs. Putney- Hill. 

Rucker I. A. Eſq. Wandſworth. 2 copies. 
Rucker Daniel Henry, Eſq. 

Rumball Mr. Thomas. Edmonton. 
Ryves Rev. Henry P. Elſted. 2 copies. 
Ryves Mrs. 

Ryves Miſs. 

Ryves, G. T. Eſq. 
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xx) SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Stafford Countels of. 7 | 


_ Saliſbury the Rt. Rev. the Lord Biſhop « of. 


Seymour Lord William. Scend. Wilts. 


Seymour Hon. and Rev. Edward. ditto. 


Salmon Mrs. Edmonton. 

Salmon Miſs. ditto. 

Salt Miſs. Tottenham. 

Santen, A. A. Eſq. Enfield. 

Saunders Mr. Thomas. Haydon- Square. 
Schneider Henry Jobn, Eſq. Southgate. 


_ Schrieber, I. C. Eſq. Denmark-Huill. 


Schroder Robert, Eſq. 
Seott Mrs, Gower· Strect. 
cott Mr, 


Scott Mrs. 


Scott Mrs. 8. 

Scott John, Eſq. 

Scott Mr. Samuel. 

Scott James, Eſq. Hammerſmich. 8 
Sellon John Baker, Eſq, Lincoln's-Iun. 


Sergroye Rev. Dr. late Maſter of. e College, 


Oxford. 2 copies. 
Sewell Mr. John. Cornhill. 
Seymour Mrs. Camberwell. 
Shard Miſs Sophia. Peckham. 
Sharp, Rev, I, Clapham. | 


Shaw James, Eſq. Amezica-Square. 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. xxxvii 


Shawe William Cunliffe, Eſq. Southgate. 

Shepherd George, Eſq. High-Grove. 

Shepherd Edward, Eſq, Peckham. 

Sheppard, Rev. Samuel Philip. Wickham, Kent. 
Sheppard Mrs. Denham. 

Sheppard Mits. Serle-Strect. 5 copies. 

Shirby Mr. Thomas. 

Shrimpton Joſeph, Eſq. Bedford- Square. 

Sibley William George, Eſq. Queen-Square. | 

Sibley George, Eq. Creſcent, Minories. 

Sikes Thomas, Eſq. Hackney. 

Silveſter John, Eſq. Common-Sergeant, Chancery-Lane. 
Simion Edward, Eſq. Bifhopſgate-Strcr, 

Simon Mrs. Morton, Surry. 10 copie., 

Siſſmore Rev. H. Fellow of New-College, Oxford. 
Skirrow, Mr. William. Borough. 

Skottow =——, Eſq. 

Slade Mr. Thomas. 1 | 

Slade Mr. Daniel. Borough. 
Slade Mrs. Bath. 8 
Smith Rev. T. I. | 
Smith Mrs. Drummond. Piccadilly. 

Smith Iſaac, Eſq. Palmers-Green. 

Smith Rev. Richard. M. A. Fellow of Trinity-College, 
Cambridge. 

Smith Henry, Eſq. Grove-Hill. 2 copies. 

Smith ==, Eſq. Champion-Hill, Surry. 

Smith John, Efq. Finſbury-Square. 

Smiton Mr. William. 

Smyth Rev. L. Vicar of Southil!, 
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xxxviii SUBSCRIBERS NAMES, 


Smyth . John. Chriſt-Church College, Oxford, 
Smyth Miſs. Southill, 

Smyth Mr. Alexander, Mark-Lane, 
Snell Mrs. Edmonton, | 

Snell John, Eſq. ditto. 

Sowerby Mr. Fenchurch-8 treet. 
Sparrow Rev, —. 

Spence Luke, Eſq. Malling, Suſſex. 
Spence Mr. Robert. Borough. 

Spitta C. L. Eſq. Peckham. 

Spong Mr. John. St. Margarets-Hill, 
Spragg Rev. Harvey. Welbeck-Street. 

Spranger John, Eſq. Lincoln's Inn. 

Stanback John, Eſq. Lambeth Terrace. 

Stanley —, Eſq. Lime- Street. 

Stedman Miſs. Ayling. near Midhurſt. 

Steers Iſaac, Eſq. Temple. 5 copies. 

Stephani Mrs. Clement's Lane, 

Stephenſon, Mrs. John. Queen-Square, 

Stephenſon = and Co. . 6 copies, 

Stert Richard, Eſq. Southgate, | | 
Stevens Francis, Eſq. Commiſſioner of the Vietualling, 
Stevens, R. I. S. Lambeth-Walk. 

Stevens William, Efq. Broad- Street, 5 copies. 
Stevenſon Rowland, Eq. | 
Stevenſon Mr. I. Queen-Square. 

Stevenſon Mrs. ditto, 2 copies. 
| Stevenſon —, Eſq. Grace-Church- Street. 
| Stinton Rev. Dr. Rector of Exeter College, Oxford. 
e William, Ear Wantage, 


7 


nn 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Stockwell John, Eſa. Crutched-Friars. 
Stowe Rev. Nevil. 


Stowe Mrs. | 
Stringer Miles, Eſq. Peckham. HZ 
Suft . 

Sutton Mis. 2 copies. 

Swann , Eſq. Oporto. 2 copies. 
Sweet Davia, Eſq. Gittiſnam, Devon. 
_ Swinney Mr. Pall-Mall. 

Symonds Rev. I. Hackney. 


15 

Turner Rev. Dr. Dean of Norwich. 

Taddy Chriſtopher, * 

Tanner Mrs. 

Tapenden —, Eſq. robe tas Cheapſide. 

Tarbutt 8 Eſq. Gould- Square, Cooper -Row. 

Taſh William, Eſq. Broomfield- Houſe. 

2 ai Nars, 

Tatem George, Eſq. Hart - Street, W 

Tatem Mrs. Edmonton. 2 copies. 

Tatlock Mr. James. Coleman- Street. 

Taylor Rev. Henry. Tottenham-Court-Road, 

Taylor Robert, Eſq. Crutched- Friars, 
Taylor Mrs. r 

Taylor Mrs. Edmonton. 

Taylor Mr. Wager. 

Teiſſier Stephen, Eq. 


| Tempeft 
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Tempeſt Mrs. Eaſt-Barnet. 
Temple R. G. Eſq. Rochampton. 
Tennant I. Eg. 

Terrett Mrs. Hackney. 
Teſhmaker Mrs. Winchmore-Hi!ll. 
Teſhmaker Miſs. ditto. 

T. F. 

Thacrah John, Eſq. Tooley-Sireet. 
Theed John, Eſq. 
Theed Thomas, Eſq. Edmonton. 
Theobalds Mrs. Kew. 

Thomas Rev. M. Sutton-Lodge. 
Thomas Mrs. M. Camberwell, 
Thomas Mrs. N. D 


Thomas Rev. G. A. Rector of Woolwich, Kent, 


we Thomas Rice, Eſq. Norfolk*Street.. 
Thomas Mrs. Watergate-Houſe, Suſſex. 

Thompfon Mrs. Finſbury-Square. 

Thwaites Mrs. Highbury-Terrate. 

Till Mr. Richard. London-Bridge. 

Timperon Joſeph, Eq. 

Timſon, W. Eſq. Moor-Park 

Topham John, Eſq. 

Torriano Major. Kenfington-Square. 3 1 

Torriano Mrs. ſenior. 

Torriano Mrs. I. S. 

Totton Rev. W. I. Denham. 

Totton Miſs. 


Totton Stevens, Eſq. Spital- Square. 2 copies. 


Totton Mrs. | ditto. 


Totton 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES.” 


Totton Stevens Dineley, Eſq. Madras. 
Tottons Miſs. Lamb's-Conduit-Street, 
 Toulmin Rev. Dr. Taunton, Somerſetſtüre. 
 Townley Miſs. Weymouth. 

Townſend Henry Hare, Eſq. 

Townſend Mrs. 

Towry Mrs. Ormond- Street. 

Travers John, Eſq. Crutched Friars, 
Travers Mrs. ditto. 

Travers Miſs, ditto, 

Travers Miſs C. - ditto. 

Trecothick James, Eſq. Addington, Surry, 
Trotter William, * 

Tunſtall Mr. 


Turner Mrs. Putney, ? 
Turner Miſs. Southampton-Street, Bloomſbury. 


Tutt Rev. Francis. Rector of Shering, Eſſex. 
Tyers James, Eſq. Fa 


- 5 U. * PF 
Uphill Rev. George. Lamiet, + - 
Uvedale Admiral. Boſmere, Suffolk, 
Uvedale Mrs, Yixto. 


xli Ry 


Uvedale Rey, Dr. Rector of f Langon Lincelftire. 


Vaillant 


all SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


+ V. 
Vaillant Paul, Eſq. Pall-Mall. 


Vaillant Rev, Philip. ditto, 


Vaillant John, Eſq. Temple. 


Vardon Thomas, Eſq. Gracechurch- Stroet, 


Vere James, Eſq. 


Vere Peter, Eſq. 


Vetch Mrs. | 
Veyſie Rev. — Fellow of Oriel LEE, Oxford, 


W. 


Wincheſter the Hon. and Rt, Rey, the Ld. Bp. of 2 cop. 
Wombwel] Lady. 


Wakeman Thomas, Eſq. St, Mildred's Court. 


Wale Major. 
Wale Miſs. 


Walker Iſaac, Eſq. Arno's Grove,” 2 copies, 
Wall Martin, M. D. Chymical-Profeſſor. Oxford. 


Walſby Rev. Dr. Prebendary of Canterbury, 
Walter Rev. ——. Crayford. 


Warburton Rev, William, M. A, 
Ward Mr. Benjamin. | 
Ward Mr. John, Ludgate-Hill 


Ward Miſs. 

Waring Mrs. Brompton. 2 copies, 

Warner Mr. John, Edmonton, 8 
5 Werren 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. ai 


Warren Rev. Dawſon. Vicar of Edmonton. 5 copies. 
Warren Mrs. Dawſon, * 13 
Warren Charles, E. 
Warten Mrs. 
Waſham Mrs. 8. | 
 Waſhbourne Mrs. Edmonton. 3 copies. 
Wathen Miſs C. 
Watkins Mrs. Daventry. 
Watkins Miſs. ditto. 
Watſon Rev. John. 
Watſon John, Eſq. 
Watſon Joſhua, Eſq. 
Way Mrs. Richmond. 
Webb Mrs. ditto. a copies. 
Webſter Rev. Dr. Bath. 
Webſter Rev. Richard, Fellow of St. John's Coll. Oxf. 
Webſter Rev. W. Rector of Meperſhall. 
Weightman Mr. 


Welles Rev. Richard. Univerſity College, Oxford 
Welle Mr. Biggleſwade. 

Wetherell Rev. Dr. Maſter of Univerſity Call. Oxford. 
Wetherell Rey. Robert. F ellow of New College, Oxf. 

Whitbread Samuel, Eſq. 

White Mrs. Soho-Square. 

White James, Eſq. Chancery-Lane. 

White S. Eſq. Clapham. 

Whitehead Mr. Baſinghall - Street. 

Whitehead Miſs. Edmonton. 

Whitelock Mrs. 
Whitelock Miſs. 


8 2 V Whitelock 


liv "SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Whitelock Rev. R. H. 'Farthinpgoe, Northamptonſhire 
Whitfield Mr. John. St. Thomas's Hoſpital. 
Whitfield Rev. Thomas. Fellow of St. OE s Coll. Ox. 
Whitmarſh Henry, Eſq. 
Whitmore John, Eſq. Old Jewry. | 
Whittingſtall Mrs. Hoddeſdon. 5 copies. | 
Wickham Rev. Provis. 
Wickham Mrs. 
Wickham John, Eſq. New College, Oxford. 5 copies. 
Wickham Mrs. ——. Wells. 
Wigſton John, Eſq. Trent- Park. 3 copies. — 
Wigſton Mrs. | ditto. 2 copies. 
Wigzell Thomas, Eſq. | _ 
Wilcox Mrs. Hoddeſdon. 
Wilcox Mr. ditto. 
Wilcox Mr. Edmond. diito. 
Wilcox Rev. —. Loughborough. 
Wildman Mrs. Twickenham. 
Wilkinſon Mrs. | 
- Wilkinſon Miſs. . 
- Wilkinfon Jacob, Eſq. 
_ -. Wiikinſon Mrs. Twickenham; 
Wilkinſon, Miſs Nancy. ditto. 
Willes John, Eſq. Dulwich. 
Willey William, Eſq. Edmonton. 
Williams Mrs. Creſcent, * 
Williams Capt. 
Williamſon Mrs. Edmonton. . 
| _ Williamſon Rev. G. Rector of Campton, 
1 Willis, Rev. John Law. Pickwith. 
1 „„ Col | Willis, 


SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. „ 


* 


Willis Mr. Wellingboro, , Northamptonſhire. WR 
Wilmot Francis, Eſq. St. John's Seile Oxford. 
Wilſon, Mr. Joſeph. Cannon- Street. 
Wilſon Robert, Eſq. Preſcott- Street. 


Winbolt Rev. Thomas. M. A. Miniſter of Saag i 


Chapel, 
Winbolt James, Eſq. New-Bafinghall-Seet. 
Winder Mrs. Putney. 
Winterbottom S. Eſq. | 
Wintle Rev. ——. Rector of Brightwell, Perks. 
Wintle Rev. —. Feilowof Pembroke College, Oxford. 
Winwood, Mr. James. Edmonton. 9 
| Wiſe Rev. Dr. Archdeacon of Coventry. 
Withers John, Eſq. Dover Place. 

Wolff George, Eſq. Daniſh Conſul. 
Wood Edmond, Eſq. near Chicheſter, 5 copies... 
Wood Mr. John. Satan Hondo 
Wood Mrs. 
Woodbridge John, Ke. 
Woodbridge James, Eſq. 
Woodcock Mrs. Enfield. 3 copies. 
Woodcock Miſs, S. ditto. _ 
Woodcock Capt. 
Woodford Rev. T. Ansford. 
W oodhouſe James, Eſq. 
Wooding Mr. Richard. Bae Street, F leet- Street. 
WA coals Eſq. 
Woolrych Mrs. 5 
Worsfold Mrs. Edmonton. 3 copies. 


Morſley Rev. Ralph. M. A. 
3 Mr. John. ws 


Worthington 
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Worthington Samuel, Eſq Jeffery s-Square, St.MaryAne, 
Wortledge Robert, Eſq. Great St. Helens, 
Wrench Mrs. Camberwell. 


Wright Mr. Aldercmaa. | 
Wright Rev.. Duke-Strect, Mani que 
Wright Samuel, Eſq. 

Wrighte Rev. William. M. A. 

Wroughton Mrs. Eaſt-Barnet. 

Wyatt Mrs. Foard-Houſe, Devizes, 

3 Dr. William. Lincolns- Inn F ields. U copies. 


f 
** i 


x. 
| X. > ES RO 5 copies. 


| . 
Vork His Grace the Archbiſhop of. 10 copier, 
Yates Lady. 
York Major. 


York Miſs. 7 DE oY 
| Young Brown, Eſq. 


Youngs Rev. George, South-Malling, Efſex. 


A DDI TION. 


| Butts Rev. William. Red: of Glemuford, Suffolk. 


